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INTRODUCTION 


The  story  of  Jersey  Baptist  Church  is  a  life 
history.     It  is  the  biography  of  a  group  of 
people . 

Through  more  than  two  hundred  years  these 
people  in  the  Yadkin  Valley  in  North  Carolina 
have  shared  life's  experiences.     They  have  been 
a  religious  people  and  have  engaged  in  Christian 
worship,   fellowship,   service,   controversy  and 
discipline.     Their  experiences  have  been  marked 
by  salvation  and  sin,   joy  and  sorrow,  revival 
and  decline,   enthusiasm  and  indifference,  glory 
and  shame,   prosperity  and  depression,  victory 
and  defeat,   gaiety  and  gloom. 

The  people  who  live  in  the  Jersey  Settle- 
ment are  in  a  true  sense  a  large  family.  They 
understand  each  other.     They  love  one  another. 
They  sin  against  one  another  and  against  God. 
In  time  of  trouble  they  help  each  other.  They 
express  normal  jealousies  and     fears.     At  times 
hate  flares  and  controversy  rages.     They  are 
devoted  to  the  land  and  have  been  good  farmers. 
Their  farms  have  been  mechanized,   and  the  people 
are  adjusting  to  the  industrialization  of  Ameri- 
can society.     Every  human  emotion  and  attitude 
is  a  part  of  life  for  them. 

Above  all  else,   there  is  evidence  of  a 
consciousness  of  God  and  a  place  for  the  church 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.     Conscious  that  they 
are  sinners,   the  people  accept  the  grace  of  God 
and  try  to  live  within  the  purposes  of  God. 
They  do  not  always  succeed,   and  therein  lies  the 
need  for  the  church  and  its  ministry. 

It  has  been  difficult  to  determine  what  to 
include  in  this  account  of  the  spiritual,  moral 
and  organizational  struggles  of  the  people  at 
Jersey  Settlement.     We  have  used  the  records  of 
the  church  clerk  extensively.     We  have  based  our 
account  mainly  on  these  records  because  the 
clerks  recorded,   from  time  to  time,  what  they 
considered  to  be  the  more  important  events  in 
the  work  of  the  church.     For  some  this  approach 
will  appear  to  be  tedious.     However,   it  is  the 
life  story  of  the  church,  written  by  local  people 
as  events  took  place.     The  clerks  were  careful 
to  record  events  which  took  place  at  business 
meetings,   and  they  do  not  give  account  of  the 
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everyday  community  life  of  the  church  members. 
The  record  does  reflect  what  the  people  were 
most  concerned  about  when  they  attended  to  the 
Lord's  business  at  church  conferences.  We 
believe  this  to  be  a  significant  story  in  itself. 

The  records  of  the  church  clerk  are  complete 
from  the  year  1784  until  now.     We  were  able  to 
find   some  information  about  events  from  17bo 
until  1760.     There  is  very  little  information 
about  the  people  at  Jersey  Settlement  from  1760 
until  1784.     The  writer  visited  Hopewell,  New 
Jersey,   the  home  town  of  John  Gano.     He  searched 
for  information  in  the  library  of  Crozier  Theo- 
logical seminary,  where  valuable  records  about 
early  Baptists  in  America  are  stored.  He 
gathered  his  best  information  about  John  Gano 
in  the  Library  of  Congress  in  Washington. 

There  are  some  very  obvious  omissions  in 
this  account.     Music  has  played  a  vital  role 
in  the  development  of  church  life,  but  we  found 
practically  no  information  about  music  at  Jersey 
Baptist  Church.     We  do  not  present  a  great  deal 
of  information  about  the  ministers  who  have 
served  the  church.     Some  who  read  the  story  no 
doubt  will  think  there  are  other  important 
omis  s  ions . 

The  people  who  belong  to  the  Jersey  Baptist 
Church  today  have  been  eager  to  provide  a  written 
history  of  their  church.     They  have  done  every- 
thing they  could  to  make  it  a  reality. 

Several  pastors  have  been  helpful  in  the 
project.     Clyde  Eddinger,  who  was  pastor  when 
the  idea  was  conceived  in  1951  began  clearing 
the  way  so  that  the  work  could  be  done.  Robert 
Harrell,  who  served  at  the  time  of  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  Bi-Centennial  Anniversary  of  the 
Jersey  Baptist  Church,   gave  generously  of  his 
leadership  and  time  in  assisting  the  author. 
J.   D.   Robinson,   the  next  pastor,  was  instru- 
mental in  maintaining  a  continued  interest  in 
the  preparation  of  the  history.     Roy  Smith  was 
pastor  five  years  while  the  story  was  being 
prepared,   and  during  that  time  he  assisted  in 
tracing  valuable  documents  and  pictures.  William 
C.   Adams,  pastor  at  the  time  of  the  publication 
of  this  history,  has  given  leadership  in  making 
final  plans. 
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Many  other  persons  gave  valuable  assistance 
to  the  writer,   including  members  of  Jersey 
Baptist  Church,   other  citizens  in  the  Jersey 
Settlement,   the  librarian  in  the  city  of  Salis- 
bury,  and  former  pastors  of  the  church. 

Miss  Mary  Nell  Hall  exercised  great  care 
in  typing  the  manuscript,  giving  attention  to 
the  proper  spelling  of  names  as  agreed  upon  by 
the  writer  and  the  Church  History  Committee  of 
Jersey  Baptist  Church.  We  are  indebted  to  her 
for  making  a  special  arrangement  of  the  manus- 
cript so  that  it  could  be  published  in  this  form. 

Four  persons  served  as  members  of  the 
History  Committee.     They  worked  diligently  and 
were  patient  and  understanding  as  they  assisted 
the  writer.     They  had  numerous  meetings  to  dis- 
cuss policy,  writing  style,  use  of  available 
information,   searching  for  source  materials 
and  publication  of  the  book.     They  made  recom- 
mendations to  the  church  concerning  matters 
which  required  official  action  by  the  congre- 
gation.    They  read  and  corrected  the  manuscript 
in  earlier  and  later  stages  of  the  writing. 
They  gave  special  attention  to  the  proper  spell- 
ing of  the  names  of  persons.     In  this  manner  of 
cooperative  study  and  exploration  we  have  made 
a  serious  effort  to  present  an  accurate  and 
readable  account  of  the  life  and  work  of  one 
of  North  Carolina's  oldest  Baptist  churches. 

Members  of  the  Church  History  Committee 

are : 

Mrs.   Sara  Penninger  Knapp,  Chairman 
Miss  Nannie  Smith 
Mrs.   Charlotte  Bell  Cook 
Mr.   John  N.   Penninger,  Jr. 
The  following  pastors  served  with  the 
Committee : 

Rev.   Clyde  Eddinger 
Rev.   J.   D.  Robinson 
Rev.  Robert  Harrell 
Rev.   Roy  Smith 
Rev.  William  Adams 
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ITINERANT  PREACHER  FROM  THE  NORTH 

John  Gano  was  a  natural  leader.     He  was 
described  by  Dr.   Richard  Furman  of  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,   as  "below  the  middle  stature; 
and  when  young,   of  a  slender  form;  but  of  firm 
vigorous  constitution,  well  fitted  for  perform- 
ing active  services  with  ease,   and  for  suffer- 
ing labors  and  privations  with  constancy... 
His  presence  was  manly,   open  and  engaging.  His 
voice  strong  and  commanding,  yet  agreeable,  and 
capable  of  all  those  inflections,  which  are 
suited  to  express  either  the  strong  or  tender 
emotions  of  an  intelligent,   feeling  mind... 
With  clear  conception  and  penetrating  discern- 
ment, he  formed  readily  a  correct  judgement  of 
men  and  things.     To  the  refinements  of  learning 
he  did  not  aspire;  his  chief  object  was  such  a 
competent  acquaintance  with  its  principles  as 
would  enable  him  to  apply  them  with  advantage 
to  purposes  of  general  usefulness  in  religion, 
and  to  the  most  important  interests  of  society; 
and  this  he  attained. 

"His  mind  was  formed  for  social  intercourse, 
and  for  friendship.     Such  was  his  unaffected 
humility,   candor  and  good-will,   that  few,  if 
any,  have  enjoyed  more     satisfaction  in  the 
company  of  his  friends  or  have,   in  return, 
afforded  them,  by  their  conversation,   a  higher 
degree  of  pleasure  and  moral  improvement... 

"As  a  minister  of  the  pulpit,  he  shone  like 
a  star  of  the  first  magnitude...   and  moved  in 
a  widely  extended  field  of  action...  He  believed 
and  therefore  spake.     Having  discerned  the  ex- 
cellence of  gospel  truths,   and  the  importance 
of  eternal  realities,  he  felt  their  power  on 
his  own  soul,   and  accordingly  he  inculcated  and 
urged  them  on  the  minds  of  his  hearers  with 
persuasive  eloquence  and  force...   He  excelled 
in  the  pathetic,   in  pungent,   forcible  addresses 
to  the  heart  and  conscience...   But  he  was  not 
less  a  son  of  consolation  to  the  mourning  sinner, 
who  lamented  his  offenses  against  God,  who  felt 
the  plague  of  a  corrupt  heart,   and  longed  for 
salvation;   nor  did  he  fail  to  speak  a  word  of 
direction,   support  and  comfort, in  due  season, 
to  the  tried,   tempted  believer.     He  knew  how  to 
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publish  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  in  the 
Redeemer's  name." 

It  was  not  by  accident  that  such  a  remark- 
able young  leader  came  to  the  Jersey  Settlement 
on  the  north  banks  of  the  Yadkin  River  in  the 
piedmont  area  of  North  Carolina.     He  came  as  a 
result  of  prayerful  concern  for  the  strengthen- 
ing of  the  work  of  Baptist  churches  in  the 
Carolinas . 

Soon  after  the  Charleston  Association  of 
Baptist  churches  was  formed  in  1751,  with  four 
churches,   the  leaders  expressed  concern  about 
the  destitute  condition  of  places  in  the  inte- 
rior settlements.     The  churches  which  were 
active  at  the  time  were  encouraged  to  contrib- 
ute to  "the  support  of  a  missionary,   to  itiner- 
ate in  those  parts." 

About  the  same  time  there  was  a  growing 
concern  in  the  Philadelphia  Association  about 
sending  out  itinerant  preachers  to  strengthen 
church  work  in  Virginia  and  the  Carolinas.  In 
1754  two  ministers  were  sent  South  in  response 
to  a  request  from  some  messengers  from  Virginia 
that  a  preacher  labor  with  them  and  administer 
the  ordinances.     John  Gano  and  Benjamin  Miller 
traveled  together. 

The  journey  to  Virginia  proved  to  be  quite 
eventful  for  John  Gano.     His  home  church  at 
Hopewell,  New  Jersey,  where  he  was  baptized  in 
•1747,  was  encouraging  him  to  be  a  preacher.  In 
November,   1752,   the  church  had  called  upon  him 
to  "exercise  his  gifts  in  a  public  way"  before 
the  church  at  the  monthly  meeting  to  be  held  in 
January.     On  January  20,   1753,   he  "exercised 
according  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  church." 
The  following  month  the  church  granted  him 
license  to  preach  in  public  "wheresoever 
providence  should  give  him  a  call."     By  "call" 
they  meant  a  call  to  serve  a  particular  church. 

While  in  Virginia  Mr.  Gano  stopped  fre- 
quently and  exercised  his  gifts  freely. 

His  deep  concern  to  be  of  assistance  in 
such  a  manner  was  coupled  with  thorough  prepa- 
ration for  such  a  task.     His  maternal  grand- 
mother had  professed  religion  when  about  twenty 
years  old   and  continued  a  Baptist  until  her 
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death  at   "near  an  hundred."     His  great  grand- 
father Gano,   noted  for  his  piety,   fled  from 
Guernsey  during  a  bloody  persecution  and  later 
settled  in  New  Rochelle,   New  York.     His  mother, 
a  pious  Baptist,   and  his  father,   a  staunch 
Presbyterian,  required  John  to  study  carefully 
the  Westminster  Confession  of  Faith  and  the 
Catechism.     This  impressed  upon  him  the  impor- 
tance of  preaching.     After  he  was  converted  he 
met  with  other  young  people  near  Hopewell  and 
prayed  and  talked  about  religion.     He  studied 
the  Bible  to  try  to  get  a  satisfactory  answer 
to  questions  and  made  his  own  decision  to  be  a 
Baptist  on  a  basis  of  the  conclusions  he  drew. 

His  decision  to  be  a  minister  was  wrought 
out  of  prayer  and  serious  thought.     Later  he 
said,   "One  day  I  went  early  into  the  field  to 
plough  it  free  from  stumps  and  stones.  Soon 
after  I  started,   this  text  weighed  heavily  on 
my  mind,    'Warn  the  people,   or  their  blood  will 
I  require  at  your  hands'.     The  pangs  afflicted 
me  so  heavily,   that  although  it  rained  plenti- 
fully,  I  was  insensible  to  it." 

He  talked  to  his  pastor  frequently  and 
was  encouraged  to  become  a  minister.     Once  he 
had  decided  to  preach,   his  pastor,   the  Reverend 
Isaac  Eaton,  began  to  teach  him  Greek  and  to 
engage  in  strong  arguments.     President  Burr  of 
Princeton  College,  then  at  Newark,  New  Jersey, 
let  him  attend  public  examinations  and  encour- 
aged him  to  enter  the  senior  class.     Such  study 
proved  too  strenuous  for  him.     He  became  ill 
and  abandoned  his  school  career. 

Over  a  period  of  seven  years  he  struggled 
with  the  call  to  be  a  minister  before  he  was 
fully  ordained  in  1754.     At  one  time  he  began 
a  business,  which  failed.     Again,   he  joined  in 
the  purchase  of  a  plantation,   and  this  venture 
also  failed.     By  the  time  he  was  fully  satisfied 
that  he  should  preach,  he  was  twenty-seven  years 
of  age.     Although  he  was  not  a  scholar,  he  had  ■ 
taken  advantage  of  good  discipline  in  schools. 
He  had  learned  from  his  parents  and  grandparents 
to  take  his  work  seriously  and  to  do  a  job  well. 
The  year  he  was  baptized  there  had  been  a  re- 
markable revival  in  his  church;  fifty-four 
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others  were  baptized  with  him.     He  had  deep 
feeling  about  church  work  and  the  salvation  of 
the  souls  of  men.     During  his  early  travels 
with  Benjamin  Miller  and  others  he  gained  valu- 
able insights  into  the  condition  of  the  churches 
and  the  need  for  spiritual  leadership  on  the 
part  of  the  people  in  Virginia  and  the  Carolinas. 

Upon  his  return  from  one  trip  to  Virginia 
and  the  Carolinas  Mr.   Gano  found  himself  in 
trouble  with  his  church  at  Hopewell.     A  report 
had  reached  Hopewell  that  he  ''got  to  preaching" 
while  in  Virginia  and  North  Carolina.  His 
brethren  summoned  him  to  church  conference  and 
tried  him  for  preaching.     They  accused  him  of 
being  guilty  of  disorder.     He  asked  that  they 
present  their  evidence.     The  accusers  informed 
him  that  their  only  evidence  was  the  word  of 
travelers  from  Virginia;   so  they  would  like  for 
him  to  tell  about  his  activities. 

"This  is  the  first  time  I  have  known  the 
accused  to  be  called  on  to  give  evidence 
against  himself,"  the  young  minister  declared. 
"Notwithstanding,   I  am  willing  to  give  evidence 
against  myself  in  this  case."     He  gave  them  an 
impartial  account  of  his  conduct. 

"Do  you  not  think  you  have  been  disorderly?" 
one  of  the  accusers  asked. 

"Sir,   that  question  is  more  extraordinary 
than  the  other,"  Mr.   Gano  replied.     "I  have  told 
you  the  truth,  which  you  are  determined  to  use 
against  me.     Now  you  even  ask  me  to  adjudge 
myself  guilty.     This  I  refuse  to  do.     I  have 
not  meant  to  act  disorderly.     I  am  not  disposed 
to  repent  for  sounding  the  gospel  to  perishing 
sinners . " 

After  quite  a  discussion  amongst  themselves 
they  asked  him  to  preach  to  the  church  on  the 
next  Sunday.     He  preached  to  the  satisfaction 
of  everyone.     Then  a  movement  was  begun  to  give 
the  eloquent  son  of  the  church  full  ordination. 
On  May  29,   1754,   the  church  at  Hopewell  ordained 
John  Gano.     After  he  was  ordained  he  preached 
until  October  at  Morristown  Baptist  Church.  He 
fell  in  love  with  the  daughter  of  the  Mayor  of 
Elizabethtown ,  New  Jersey,   and  late  in  the  year 
1754  he  and  Sarah  Stites  were  united  in  marriage. 
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Following  ordination  and  marriage  that  year, 
the  young  minister  visited  North  and  South  Caro- 
lina,  free  to  exercise  his  gifts  wherever  an 
opportunity  presented  itself.     When  he  arrived 
at  Tar  River  in  North  Carolina  he  preached  there 
every  day  for  a  week.     Then  he  went  on  to  the 
Yadkin  Valley  where  he  preached   "with  some 
appearance  of  success."     He  spent  several  weeks 
visiting  the  Jersey  Settlement,  made  up  of 
people  from  New  Jersey  who  moved  to  the  Yadkin 
Valley  in  order  to  claim  more  adequate  land 
holdings  for  themselves.     New  Jersey  was  becom- 
ing rather  crowded.     A  colony  of  several  younger, 
ambitious,  hard-working  families  formed  a  new 
settlement  there  after  sending  an  agent  to  make 
arrangements.     They  named  it  "Jersey." 

Only  the  young  and  brave  could  afford  to 
accept  even  the  fertile  soil  of  the  Yadkin 
Valley,   so  far  were  they  from  their  New  Jersey 
home.     These  honest,  hard-working,   frugal  people 
drove  their  sheep  and  carried  their  families 
and  belongings  on  carts  or  wagons  drawn  by  oxen 
and  horses  along  a  road  which  led  from  Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania,   to  Trading  Fork.     They  had  to 
camp  out  at  night,   ford  turbulent  streams,  and 
move  slowly  enough  to  keep  the  group  together. 

These  young  people  were  religious.  They 
were  also  prosperous  farmers  who  wanted  to 
produce  good  crops  and  provide  adequately  for 
their  families.     In  1745  several  of  them  pur- 
chased portions  of  a  100,000  acre  grant  awarded 
by  King  George  II  of  England  to  Henry  McCulloch, 
Esquire,   of  Turnham  Green,  County  of  Middlesex, 
England.     Those  who  came  from  New  Jersey  set- 
tled, as  near  each  other  as  they  could,  and 
their  land  holdings  were,   for  the  most  part, 
within  an  area  about  ten  miles  square.  These 
settlers  were  eager  for  the  friendship  and  the 
spiritual  insights  which  Elder  John  Gano  afford- 
ed them. 

The  young  preacher  went  as  far  South  as 
Charleston.     He  met  leaders  in  the  Baptist 
movement,  preached  to  small  groups  wherever  he 
could  get  a  few  families  together  and  received 
many  reports  about  religious  conditions  in  the 
Carolinas.     He  was  told  that  there  was  a  general 
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laxness  in  the  churches  and  that  only  a  few 
people  were  concerned  or  enthusiastic.  Most 
of  the  Baptist  ministers  were  uneducated  and 
gave  evidence  of  more  zeal  than  knowledge. 
Some  of  these  insisted  upon  the  practice  of  the 
ordinances  of  baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper  but 
were  weak  in  their  demands  for  faith  and  con- 
version as  prerequisites.     He  discovered  that 
some  Baptist  churches  were  practicing  washing 
of  feet,   anointing  of  the  sick,   the  kiss  of 
charity  and  public  consecration  of  children. 
Having  been  influenced  by  the  stern  call  for 
repentance  and  right  living  by  men  like  Jonathan 
Edwards  and  Whitefield,  John  Gano  resolved  to 
do  what  he  could  to  bring  evangelistic  fervor 
and  orderly  Christian  practices  to  the  churches 
in  the  South.     He  and  Benjamin  Miller  agreed 
that  the  churches  needed  to  adopt  some  well 
defined  principles  or  "confessions"  of  faith 
and  practice. 

By  1755  John  Gano  was  a  well -prepared 
young  minister  who  was  familiar  with  the  needs 
in  North  Carolina.     In  October  both  the  Phila- 
delphia and  Charleston  Associations  expressed 
a  desire  to  help  establish  assistance  for  the 
churches  and  to  start  other  churches.  The 
Philadelphia  Association  voted  to  appoint  "one 
ministering  brother  from  the  Jerseys  and  one 
from  Pennsylvania,   the  several  churches  to  con- 
tribute to  bear  their  expenses...   The  ministry 
that  are  to  travel  are  to  set  out  on  Sunday, 
the  28th  of  October."     The  Charleston  Associa- 
tion also  heard  reports  about  the  many  desti- 
tute places  in  the  interior  settlements  and 
recommended  that  the  churches  contribute  to 
the  support  of  a  missionary  who  would  travel 
in  the  interior.     A  messenger  was  sent  to  New 
Jersey  to  try  to  find  a  person  for  this  work. 
He  was  successful  in  getting  an  agreement  with 
leaders  of  the  Philadelphia  Association  that 
John  Gano  would  visit  the  Jersey  Settlement  and 
preach  in  some  other  places  also. 

Between  the  years  1755  and  1757  John  Gano 
visited  the  Jersey  Settlement  several  times. 
It  appears  that  he  preached  at  Morristown  Bap- 
tist Church  whenever  he  was  in  New  Jersey.  At 
frequent  intervals  he  went  South  in  the  service 
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of  the  Philadelphia  and  Charleston  Associations. 
When  he  was  in  the  Carolinas  he  spent  consider- 
able time  preaching  and  visiting  his  friends  at 
Jersey  Settlement. 

Soon  after  the  settlers  were  established 
in  their  homes  they  became  leaders  in  the  area. 
Tradition  says  that  the  first  Rowan  County 
courts  were  held  in  the  Jersey  Settlement,  near 
Trading  Ford,   on  a  place  owned  by  Thales  McDonald, 
possibly  as  early  as  June,   1753.     There  was  a 
great  deal  of  business  activity  at  Trading  Ford; 
in  all  probability  the  Jersey  settlers  were  good 
traders  as  well  as  good  agriculturalists.  Prices 
were  set  by  the  court.     A  traveler  paid  one 
shilling  for  a  dinner  of  roast  or  boiled  flesh; 
six  pence  for  supper  or  breakfast;   two  pence 
for  lodging  overnight  with  a  good  bed;   and  six 
pence  for  stabling  twenty-four  hours  with  good 
hay  or  fodder  for  the  horses.     The  court  also 
tried  to  maintain  law  and  order.     The  high 
sheriff  was  allowed  a  reasonable  amount  of 
money  for  expenses  in  order  to  bring  to  justice 
some  brothers  who  operated  as  a  gang  and  com- 
mitted several  misdemeanors.     The  sheriff 
ordered  four  men  to  assist  him.     Being  unwilling 
to  do  so,   they  were  ordered  to  report  to  the 
judge  and  show  reason  for  not  going  out  as 
ordered . 

Early  settlers  found  it  necessary  to  do 
practically  everything  within  their  community. 
Benjamin  Merrill  had  a  plantation  about  two 
miles  east  of  Jersey  Meeting  House.     A  small 
creek  at  the  foot  of  a  hill   on  his  property 
afforded  power  necessary  to  operate  simple 
machinery  which  was  used  in  boring  out  gun 
barrels.     In  the  evening  he  would  arrange  a 
barrel,   start  the  machinery  and  leave  it 
running  all  night.     By  morning  the  barrel  was 
ready  for  the  next  step  in  the  manufacture  of 
a  gun . 

We  cannot  establish  an  exact  time  for  the 
beginning  of  a  regular,  continuous  Baptist  minis- 
try at  Jersey  Settlement.     The  best  evidence 
points  to  the  year  1755  and  to  Benjamin  Miller 
and  John  Gano  as  the  ministers  who  were  instru- 
mental in  gathering  a  group  of  Baptists  for 
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worship  and  service  with  some  degree  of  regu- 
larity and  momentum.     They  created  so  much 
enthusiasm  and  loyalty  that  they  were  invited 
back  every  year,   and  they  were  so  much  concerned 
about  the  continuation  of  the  Baptist  work  that 
they  visited  the  Settlement  and  preached  as 
often  as  they  could. 

These  ministers  did  more  than  preach  in 
the  Jersey  Settlement.     In  a  forthright  manner 
they  visited  many  communities  and  tried  to 
bring  orderliness  and  enthusiasm  into  the  Lord T s 
work.     In  A  General  History  of  the  Baptist  Denom- 
ination in  America ,  David  Benedict  says  they 
tried  to  "reform  the  creed"  of  the  people, 
purify  the  churches,   and  revive  "the  power  of 
godliness  among  the  erroneous  and  lukewarm  pro- 
fessors, and  in  the  conviction  and  conversion 
of  many  others . " 

They  worked  with  ministers  wherever  they 
went.     They  helped  organize  believers  into 
regular  churches  and  in  some  cases  found  it 
necessary  to  re-organize  churches  whose  members 
had  grown  careless  and  disbanded.     John  Gano 
visited  one  community  and  sent  word  to  the 
ministers  of  the  vicinity  that  he  would  like  an 
interview  with  them.     They  declined  and  called 
a  meeting  to  decide  what  to  do  about  this  for- 
ward outside  preacher.     John  Gano  heard  about 
this,  went  to  their  meeting,   and  said,   "I  have 
desired  a  visit  from  you,  which  as  a  brother 
and  a  stranger,   I  had  a  right  to  expect;  but 
as  ye  have  refused,   I  give  up  my  claim,   and  am 
come  to  pay  you  a  visit."     He  ascended  the  pul- 
pit and  announced  a  text,    "Jesus  I  know,  and 
Paul  I  know;  but  who  are  ye?"     Then  he  preached 
a  sermon  for  the  astonished  brethren.     He  spoke 
with  such  force  that  some  were  afraid  of  him 
while  others  were  made  ashamed  of  their  shyness. 
Many  were  convinced  of  their  errors  concerning 
faith  and  conversion.     In  this  manner  he  won 
the  respect  of  all  of  them.     As  a  result,  several 
ministers  came  to  him  to  be  examined  and  to  be 
instructed.     One  of  these  went  back  to  his 
church  and  told  his  people,    "The  Lord  have 
mercy  upon  you,   for  this  northern  minister  has 

put  a  mene  tekel  upon  me!" 


9 


John  Gano  established  a  reputation  through- 
out the  region  for  being  an  effective  preacher. 
Benjamin  Miller  was  also  well  liked.     When  the 
Reverend  Hugh  McAden,   a  Presbyterian  minister, 
found  out  how  popular  these  men  were  in  the 
Jersey  Settlement  in  175b,  he  expressed  fear 
that  the  Presbyterians,  who  had  been  more 
numerous  before  that  time,  would  soon  become 
too  weak  to  support  a  minister. 

The  Baptists  at  Jersey  Settlement  began  to 
plead  with  John  Gano  to  move  his  family  there 
and  serve  as  pastor  of  their  congregation.  He 
wanted  to  do  so,  but  felt  an  obligation  to  the 
church  he  was  serving  at  Morristown.     The  people 
there  gave  him  permission  to  serve  as  itinerant 
preacher,   going  South  each  year.     They  were  good 
to  his  wife  when  he  was  away.     His  wife  was 
accustomed  to  the  advantages  of  her  own  well-to- 
do  family  and  did  not  know  the  hardships  of 
frontier  life.     He  was  uneasy  about  the  Indian 
raids  which  were  still  frequent  along  the  Yadkin 
River.     The  Cherokees,  who  had  many  fighting 
men,  would  send  out  raiding  parties  frequently. 
In  1755  a  fort  was  erected  near  Salisbury  where 
Colonel  Waddell  was  placed  in  command.     He  was 
made  responsible  for  giving  protection  to  the 
settlers  in  the  vicinity. 

In  1756  John  Gano  went  through  a  severe 
inner  struggle  as  to  what  he  should  do.  One 
day  two  of  his  friends  from  the  settlement  in 
North  Carolina  appeared  at  his  home  in  New 
Jersey.     They  had  come  to  request  his  church 
to  release  him.     Already  Elder  Gano  had  promised 
to  travel  on  a  special  preaching  mission  to 
Charleston.     So  he  earnestly  requested  these 
men  to  delay  their  request  until  after  his  trip. 
They  agreed  to  this  and  traveled  with  him  on 
the  journey  back  home.     While  he  was  gone,  his 
first  son  was  born. 

When  John  Gano  completed  his  eight-month 
preaching  tour  of  South  Carolina  he  went  to 
Jersey  Settlement,   and  the  two  messengers  return- 
ed to  Morristown  to  present  their  request  to  his 
church.     On  the  next  Lord's  day  after  their 
arrival  he  called  a  meeting  of  his  church  at 
which  time  his  friends  from  North  Carolina 
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presented  every  argument  of  which  they  could 
think  to  persuade  the  congregation  to  release 
their  pastor  in  favor  of  a  more  needy  field  of 
labor.     No  one  would  speak  or  make  a  motion. 
The  meeting  was  closed,  and  John  Gano  said  to 
his  Carolina  friends,    "I  cannot  leave  the  church 
here  without  the  consent  of  the  people.     Let  me 
talk  to  them  again,   and  if  at  any  time  I  can  get 
their  consent,   I  will  write  you  and  will  come 
and  work  with  you."     Discouraged,   they  left. 

At  the  next  church  meeting  in  Morristown 
a  spokesman  for  the  church  addressed  the  pastor, 
"Elder  Gano,  we  gave  the  messengers  from  Jersey 
Settlement  no  manner  of  encouragement,  supposing 
that  would  prevent  your  coolly  deliberating  upon 
their  necessity  and  ours.     But  we  deem  you  the 
best  judge,   and  are  willing  to  leave  the  matter 
with  God  and  your  own  conscience.     If  you  think 
it  your  duty  to  leave  us,  we  cannot  insist  upon 
your  stay . " 

Though  surprised,   the  pastor  was  ready  to 
give  his  answer  and  replied,   "I  have  been 
troubled  in  my  soul  about  the  matter  and  have 
prayed  that  God  would  show  me  what  is  right. 
As  you  have  left  the  matter  to  me,   it  appears 
my  duty  to  go  to  that  people.     They  are  entirely 
destitute.     They  cannot  get  a  minister  there 
whom  they  will  accept.     This  is  not  for  lack  of 
attachment  to  you.     I  go  because  they  need  me 
more . " 

During  the  winter  of  1756  and  1757  John 
Gano  made  preparation  to  move .     He  disposed  of 
his  property.     He  wrote  the  church  in  North 
Carolina  that  he  would  come  in  the  spring. 
Time  passed  more  swiftly  than  he  expected.  He 
finally  left  New  Jersey  with  his  family  in 
October.     Ebenezer  Fairchild  of  Hunterdam 
agreed  to  go  with  the  Gano  family  and  drive  a 
wagon.     He  kept  a  diary.     He  tells  how  they 
loaded  a  two-horse  wagon,   placed  Elder  and  Mrs. 
Gano  and  their  young  son,   along  with  several 
packages  of  provisions,   in  a  'thair"  a  small  four- 
wheel  vehicle  drawn  by  one  horse,   and  took  one 
extra  saddle  horse  for  any  necessary  short  or 
fast  trips  while  en  route. 
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Travel  was  slow  and  difficult.     It  was 
rainy  weather  late  in  October.     By  this  time 
John  Gano  knew  the  best  route  for  travel,  and 
he  would  stop  and  spend  nights  with  friends  he 
had  made  earlier.     On  October  23  it  was  raining 
and  the  family  spent  two  days  with  a  Mr.  Winches- 
ter.    While  there  Elder  John  Gano  preached  to 
the  neighbors,  who  assembled  at  the  home  of  his 
host  each  night.     The  day  after  they  left  the 
home  of  the  Winchesters,   Elder  Gano  overturned 
the   "chair,"  but  his  wife  and  son  were  not  hurt. 
That  night  the  itinerant  preacher  had  another 
opportunity  to  exercise  his  gifts  before  a  small 
group  gathered  at  a  farm  home.     The  next  day 
they  crossed  Menoe  Cross  Creek,   then  stopped  in 
Frederick  Town  and  traded  some  with  Arthur 
Charleston.     After  fording  the  Potomac  River 
they  spent  a  night  with  a  friend,  Mr.  Nolen. 
After  crossing  Goose  Creek  they  "turned  out  of 
Bell  Haven  Road  to  a  tree  marked  with  a  B,  where 
we  slept  in  the  woods  that  night."     It  rained 
all  of  the  following  day,  but  they  drove  across 
Bulls  Run  and  to  Powell  Town.     It  was  Saturday 
night  and  forty-five  people  were  gathered  for 
festivities.     Seven  men  danced  while  one  made 
music  with  his  fiddle.     Elder  Gano  secured  a 
house  nearby,   and  invited  the  people  to  attend 
preaching  on  the  Sabbath.     They  attended  the 
next  day,  but  only  three  would  sing,   the  others 
talked  amongst  themselves,   then  listened,  and 
talked  some  more  while  Elder  G?no  preached. 

As  they  approached  the  Rappahannoch ,  they 
stopped  at  the  home  of  James  Allison.     Mrs.  Gano 
was  sick  and  needed  rest,  medicine  and  a  little 
food.     Mr.   Allison  refused  to  provide  accomoda- 
tions.    They  drove  about  half  a  mile  and  camped 
beside  the  river.     Mr.   Fairchild  built  a  fire, 
then  prepared  some  food  and  sage  tea  for  the 
sick  woman.     Early  on  the  morning  of  November  1 
they  drove  ten  miles  beside  the  river,   fed  the 
horses  and  prepared  breakfast,   then  prepared  to 
ford  the  river.     That  evening,   the  river  behind 
them,   they  ate  supper  with  John  Brannon,  a 
friend.     His  hospitality  was  generous,   but  his 
log  house  was  small.     Mrs.  Gano  slept  in  the 
house,  while  Elder  Gano  and  Mr.  Fairchild 
camped  out.     There  they  purchased  half  a  bushel 
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of  apples  for  a  shilling.     At  Porter's  tavern 
they  'drank  a  dram"  of  brandy  and  purchased  a 
turkey.     That  night  they  camped  out,  dressed 
and  cooked  the  turkey.     The  next  morning  Mr. 
Fairchild  killed  a  deer,  and  they  ate  deer  steak 
for  supper 

Saturday  night  was  spent  with  friends. 
They  joined  the  family  in  singing  psalms  and 
hymns  and  reciting  poetry  until  bedtime.  Mr. 
Fairchild  went  out  to  guard  the  wagons.  The 
others  slept  inside  the  house.     Elder  Gano 
preached  for  the  neighbors  and  the  host  family 
on  Sunday  morning,   using  I  Peter  4:18  for  a 
text,   "And  if  the  righteous  scarcely  be  saved 
where  shall  the  ungodly  and  the  sinner  appear?" 

Slowly  they  made  their  way  forward. 
November  11  they  crossed  the  Roanoke  River  on 
a  ferry.     They  bought  corn  for  the  horses.  On 
Sunday  they  gave  salt  to  the  horses.     Near  Haw 
River,   they  spent  a  night  with  Mr.   John  Shurman. 
Sometimes  when  it  rained  Mrs.   Gano  would  take 
the  child  and  ride  in  the  wagon. 

Upon  arrival  at  Jersey  Settlement  soon 
after  November  15,   they  went  to  the  home  of 
John  Hunt  to  find  out  about  arrangements  for 
living  quarters.     The  Hunts  gave  the  Ganos  and 
Mr.   Fairchild  a  cordial  welcome.     Later  in  the 
day  they  drove  two  miles  to  the  home  of  Colonel 
Smith,  where  they  "took  out  the  team,  unloaded 
the  wagon,"  and  made  it  their  home.     A  five 
weeks'   journey  was  over. 

Mr.   Fairchild  agreed  to  spend  a  few  weeks 
with  the  Ganos  before  returning  to  Morristown. 
The  Jersey  settlers  got  together  frequently  to 
listen  to  Elder  Gano,   their  preacher,  exercise 
his  gifts  in  public.     Ebenezer  Fairchild  was 
converted  during  a  sermon  on  November  25  and 
later  exclaimed,    "Blessed  be  God,   it  was  a  good 
day  for  my  soul."     On  December  25  Elder  Gano 
preached  at  Colonel  Smith's  house.     Two  days 
later  he  looked  at  a  tract  of  land,  with  plans 
to  build  for  his  family  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  following  day  Mr.   Fairchild  set  out  for 
home  on  horseback,   leaving  the  wagon  and  "chair" 
and  three  horses  with  Elder  Gano. 


Chapter  2 


UNSETTLED  SETTLERS 

Early  in  the  year  1758  John  Gano  purchased 
land  beside  Swearing  Creek.     Immediately  he 
started  building  a  dwelling  house.     His  neigh- 
bors cut  the  logs  and  assisted  the  minister  in 
the  construction  work.     By  late  winter  or  early 
spring  the  Gano  family  moved  into  their  new 
living  quarters. 

Large  crowds  gathered  on  Saturdays  and 
Sundays  to  hear  John  Gano  preach.     No  farm 
house  was  large  enough  to  accomodate  them. 
Then  the  people  decided  to  build  a  meeting 
house  where  the  Baptists  and  others  could  assem- 
ble at  regular  times  for  purposes  of  worship. 

Where  should  the  church  meeting  house  be 
located?     Elder  John  Gano  and  his  followers 
decided  upon  a  site  atop  a  hill,  overlooking 
the  river  valley.     This  would  be  an  ideal  place 
for  a  cemetery,   as  well  as  an  appropriate  place 
of  worship.     There  was  a  good  spring  nearby 
where  the  people  could  get  drinking  water  when 
at  church.     The  land  was  owned  by  the  William 
Frohock  family.     The  church  people  were  told  to 
go  ahead  and  build  their  meeting  house  and  start 
a  cemetery,  that  it  would  not  be  necessary  to 
make  a  deed  for  the  property.     Land  was  plenti- 
ful then.     A  deed  could  be  arranged  at  a  later 
date . 

By  the  first  of  July  the  meeting  house  was 
completed  and  there  was  a  place  for  the  people 
of  the  Jersey  Settlement  to  gather  for  prayers 
and  worship.     In  his  memoirs  John  Gano  recalls, 
"As  there  was  no  other  place  of  worship  near, 
and  there  was  a  great  collection  of  inhabitants 
of  different  denominations,  they  all  attended, 
and  it  became  generally  united.     In  order  that 
all  might  be  concerned,  upon  necessary  occasions, 
we  appointed  a  board  of  trustees,   some  of  each 
denomination  (Church  of  England,  Church  of  Scot- 
land and  Baptist) .     They  continued  to  be  united 
while  I  remained  there,  which  was  about  two  and 
a  half  years.     Before  I  left  the  place  a  Baptist 
church  was  constituted,   and  many  additions  made 
to  it." 
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Even  with  a  spirit  of  unity  on  the  part  of 
the  three  Christian  groups  represented  in  the 
community  and  the  high  enthusiasm  of  his  support- 
ers,  John  Gano  found  many  problems  to  command 
his  attention  during  these  two  and  a  half  years. 

A  great  influx  of  settlers  had  arrived  in 
the  Yadkin  Valley  after  1750.     Most  of  them  had 
come  from  New  England.   They  were  intelligent 
and  ambitious,  but  life  was  rugged  in  an  area 
of  the  country  which  was  being  settled  for  the 
first  time  by  white  people.     The  land  was  yet 
to  be  cleared  of  trees  and  placed  in  cultiva- 
tion.    Each  new  family  of  settlers  built  a  small 
log  house  to  use  until  larger  quarters  could  be 
afforded.     There  were  blacksmiths,  gun  smiths, 
millers  and  persons  who  could  do  other  special- 
ized work.     It  was  necessary  for  the  inhabitants 
to  trade  produce  for  services,   and  services  for 
produce  or  other  services.     Professional  people, 
such  as  doctors,   lawyers  and  teachers  were 
scarce  in  the  region.     There  had  not  been  time 
to  establish  schools  in  the  new  settlements. 
Some  of  the  immigra  nts  were  highly  educated 
and  were  quick  to  engage  in  politics,  civil 
services  and  civic  enterprises.     Even  so,  theirs 
was  not  yet  a  well  ordered  society. 

The  settlers  had  a  problem  with  the  Indians. 
When  the  French  and   Indian  war  began  in  1754  the 
Cherokees,  who  had  defeated  the  Catawbas  In  the 
Rowan  County  area  sent  warriors  to  the  side  of 
the  English  colonists  in  various  places  in  the 
North.     Most  of  the  Catawba  Indians  had  been 
driven  into  Anson  County  and  south  of  there. 
Small  groups  of  both  the  Catawbas  and  the 
Cherokees  showed  their  resentment  against  the 
whites  who  were  intruding  on  their  hunting 
grounds  by  making  raids.     When  they  were  in  a 
fighting  mood  they  would  find  an  unprotected 
family,   murder  the  people,   and  carry  off  what- 
ever possessions  they  wanted.     Naturally,  after 
several  families  had  been  murdered  in  this 
manner,   all  of  the  people  in  the  Jersey  Settle- 
ment were  ill  at  ease  about  their  own  welfare. 

Farm  families  were  scatterd  and  had  prac- 
tically no  means  of  protecting  themselves.  Mrs. 
John  Gano  was  a  daughter  of  a  prominent  political 
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leader  in  a  well-organized  town  in  New  Jersey 
and  the  new  frontier  life  gave  her  a  sense  of 
insecurity.     Living  alone  in  a  new  log  house 
in  the  forest  gave  her  a  sense  of  frustration. 
When  her  husband  went  away  to  preach,  some 
neighbor  would  send  his  wife  or  the  older  child- 
ren to  spend  the  nights  at  the  Gano  home.  At 
all  times  she  felt  uneasy.     A  second  child, 
David,  was  born  on  November  11,   1758.  She 
became  even  more  afraid  of  the  Indians  after 
that.     Though  she  was  in  sympathy  with  the 
work  of  her  husband,  there  were  times  when  she 
urged  him  to  take  her  and  the  children  back  to 
New  England  where  they  would  be  safer. 

Another  problem  was  of  a  religious  nature. 
There  were  only  a  few  churches  in  the  piedmont 
area  of  North  Carolina,  which  was  still  a  British 
colony.     Eastern  North  Carolina  had  been  settled 
largely  by  Englishmen  and  Scotch  Highlanders 
from  the  old  country.     The  two  prominent  churches 
were  the  Church  of  England  and  the  Church  of 
Scotland . 

However,  the  twenty  to  thirty  thousand 
colonists  who  settled  Central  and  Western  North 
Carolina  from  1740  to  1760,   coming  mostly  from 
New  England,  represented  many  religious  groups. 
Most  of  them  were  of  such  dissenting  groups  as 
Quaker,  Baptist,  Presbyterian,  Lutheran,  Mora- 
vian, German  Reformed  and  Methodist.     The  Church 
of  England  had  only  a  few  ministers  available, 
and  these  men,   educated  in  England,   did  not 
appeal  to  the  common  people  in  the  colony.  Such 
ministers  were  not  kindly  disposed  towards  the 
dissenting  groups.     Parson  Reed  wrote  from  New 
Bern,   "The  Anabaptists  are  obstinate,  illiterate 
and  grossly  ignorant,   the  Methodists  ignorant, 
censorious  and  uncharitable,   the  Quakers  rigid, 
but  the  Presbyterians  are  pretty  moderate 
except  here  and  there  a  bigot  or  rigid  Calvinist." 

As  a  result  of  the  religious  differences 
between  the  established  church  and  dissenting 
groups,  the  people  at  Jersey  Settlement  were 
caught  in  the  heat  of  political  controversy. 
They  thought  of  themselves  as  pioneer  settlers 
in  a  land  of  freedom  and  opportunity.     As  soon 
as  Rowan  County  was  formed  in  1753  a  courthouse 
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was  built  and  Governor  Dobbs  sent  in  officers, 
attorneys  and  tax  collectors  to  be  supported  by 
taxes  collected  from  the  new  settlers.     It  was 
necessary  for  each  landowner  to  register  his 
land  title.     Then  he  had  to  pay  county  taxes, 
taxes  to  support  the  Governor  and  the  Provin- 
cial Government,   a  poll  tax  for  each  male  member 
of  the  family  sixteen  years  old  or  above,  and 
a  Vestry  Tax  for  all  males  sixteen  years  of  age 
and  older.     The  Vestry  Act  provided  tax  money 
in  order  "that  the  clergy  may  have  a  decent 
and  comfortable  maintenance  and  Support,  with- 
out being  obliged  to  follow  any  other  Employ- 
ment than  that  of  their  Holy  Function"  to  the 
extent  of  an  annual  salary  of  eighty  pounds, 
"Proclamation  Money."     The  Act  also  provided 
that  every  minister  should  "have  a  Certificate 
from  the  Bishop  of  London,    ...  been  duly  Ordained, 
conformable  to  Ye  Doctrine  and  Discipline  of  Ye 
Church  of  England  and  of  a  good  Life  and  Con- 
versation .  " 

The  freedom  loving  Baptists  did  not  believe 
in  paying  taxes  to  support  ministers  of  the 
Church  of  England.     They  expected  to  select 
their  own  ministers  and  to  provide  their  mate- 
rial needs.     Moreover,   these  people  in  Rowan 
County  were  being  served  only  by  their  own 
ministers,   such  as  John  Gano,   Shubal  Stearns 
and  Daniel  Marshall.     No  minister  of  the  Church 
of  England  was  available  to  serve  in  the  new 
settlements . 

A  protest  arose  against  the  Vestries  Tax. 
About  seven  hundred  people  of  Rowan  County  met 
and  formulated  a  set  of  Articles,   one  of  which 
demanded  that  the  Vestries  be  abolished  and 
that  each  denomination  pay  its. own  ministers. 
The  meeting  was  held  near  Salisbury,  perhaps  at 
Jersey  Settlement.     John  Gano,  who  held  strong 
convictions  about  the  necessity  of  religious 
freedom  and  separation  of  church  and  state,  was 
a  natural  leader  in  such  a  movement.     The  offi- 
cials in  government  referred  to  the  protesting 
group  as  a  "mob . " 

This  incident  in  1758  began  a  long  and  bit- 
ter struggle  between  the  free  religious  settlers 
in  Rowan  County  and  the  forces  of  colonial 
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government  who  made  headquarters  in  eastern 
North  Carolina  and  who  protected  a  strict  en- 
forcement of  tax  regulations  upon  the  settlers. 

In  the  area  there  were  Baptists  with  many 
points  of  view,   and  until  the  Sandy  Creek  Bap- 
tist Association  was  organized  in  1758  there 
was  no  unifying  agency  to  give  Baptist  work  a 
general  sense  of  direction.     Shubal  Stearns 
organized  a  band  of  Separate  Baptist  immigrants 
from  New  England  into  the  Sandy  Creek  Baptist 
Church  in  1755.     In  1758  he  sent  out  word  that 
an  association  of  Baptist  churches  would  be 
formed.     John  Gano,  who  was  a  Particular  Baptist 
and  who  was  more  rigid  in  his  demands  for 
orderliness  and  Calvinistic  practices,  did  not 
encourage  his  Jersey  Baptists  to  participate. 
They  were  not  in  the  group  of  churches  that 
started  the  Sandy  Creek  Association.  Elder 
Gano  was  trying  to  get  his  people  to  establish 
some  def inite-  principles  and  practices,   such  as 
confessions  of  faith  and  a  covenant  agreement 
to  determine  the  conduct  of  church  members.  He 
was  able  to  inspire  people  as  very  few  ministers 
could,  but  he  knew  that  there  must  also  be  a 
steadiness  and  loyalty  to  go  with  inspiration. 
David  Benedict  describes  the  activities  of  the 
Separate  Baptists  in  their  early  associational 
meetings,   and  in  so  doing  probably  explains  why 
John  Gano  did  not  take  his  leaders  to  the  meet- 
ing in  1758:     "These  people  were  so  much  engaged 
in  their  evangelical  pursuits,   that  they  had  no 
time  to  spend  in  theological  debates,  nor  were 
they  very  scrupulous  about  their  mode  of  con- 
ducting their  meetings.     When  assembled,  their 
chief  employment  was  preaching,  exhortation, 
singing  and  conversation  about  their  various 
exertions  in  the  Redeemer's  service,   the  suc- 
cess which  had  attended  them,   and  the  new  and 
prosperous  scenes  which  were  opening  before 
them.     These  things  so  inflamed  the  hearts  of 
the  ministers,  that  they  would  leave  the  Associ- 
ation with  a  zeal  and  courage  which  no  common 
obstacle  could  impede." 

Shubal    Stearns   and  John  Gano  formed  a 
personal  friendship.     Though  they  did  not  agree 
on  some  beliefs  and  practices,   Elder  Stearns 
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encouraged     his  Particular  Baptist  friend  to 
attend  the  1759  session  of  the  Sandy  Creek 
Association.     An  account  in  Leland's  Virginia 
Chronicle  tells  us  that  Elder  Gano  attended 
the  meeting  and  was  received  by  Elder  Stearns 
with  great  affection.     The  other  people  treated 
Gano  with  suspicion  and  coldness.     They  refused 
to  invite  him  to  a  seat  in  the  Association,  but 
he  was  permitted  to  sit  for  a  while  as  a  spec- 
tator of  their  proceedings. 

Elder  Gano  was  mature  enough  not  to  be 
offended  by  this  treatment,  but  Stearns  was 
embarrassed.     Mr.   Gano  retired  from  the  meeting 
with  a  view  to  returning  home.     As  soon  as  he 
left  the  room,   Stearns  interrupted  the  proceed- 
ings, rebuked  the  brethren  for  their  rudeness 
and  proposed  that  they  invite  Mr.   Gano  to  preach 
so  that  ail  of  them  might  better  understand  his 
position.     Stearns  went  outside,  persuaded  Gano 
to  preach  and  then  introduced  him  to  the  messen- 
gers from  the  nine  Baptist  Churches  which  con- 
stituted the  young  Association.     At  first,  the 
listeners  were  disappointed  because  the  preacher 
was  calm  and  did  not  rage  with  the  kind  of  noise 
and  gestures  to  which  they  were  accustomed. 

In  a  quiet,   firm,   convincing  manner  Gano 
preached,   quoting  passages  of  scripture  freely. 
They  began  to  look  at  each  other,  nod  and  whis- 
per,  "He's  all  right."     As  he  continued  they 
were  astonished  at  his  understanding,   and  their 
hearts  were  stirred  with  real  conviction.  They 
persuaded  Elder  John  Gano  to  stay  with  them 
through  all  the  sessions  and  called  upon  him  to 
preach  several  times.     Before  they  adjourned, 
they  were  very  much  attached  to  him.  His 
preaching  talents  appeared  so  superior  to  their 
own  that  the  young  illiterate  preachers  said 
they  felt  as  if  they  could  never  attempt  to 
preach  again. 

When  Elder  Gano  won  the  confidence  and 
admiration  of  the  other  ministers  in  central 
North  Carolina,  he  opened  the  way  for  Jersey 
Church  to  become  active  and  help  to  strengthen 
Baptist  work  in  the  vicinity.     However,   it  is 
believed  that  the  Jersey  Baptists  refused  to 
affiliate  their  church  with  the  Sandy  Creek 
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Association  until  many  years  later.  Jersey 
Church  joined  the  Charleston  Association  in 
1759,  and  gave  1755  as  the  date  of  the  consti- 
tution of  the  church. 

Baptists  of  the  Jersey  Settlement  were 
taught  how  to  make  an  orderly  approach  to  wor- 
ship.    They  learned  from  their  minister  the 
great  doctrines  of  the  faith.     They  practiced 
two  ordinances  only- -baptism  by  immersion  and 
the  Lord's  Supper.     They  were  also  taught  to  be 
considerate  of  people  of  other  denominations, 
and  since  the  Presbyterians  and  Episcopalians 
who  lived  in  the  Settlement  usually  came  to 
hear  Elder  Gano  preach,  there  was  a  good  under- 
standing amongst  all  the  people.     They  learned 
to  be  generous  in  helping  the  needy,   and  when 
a  house  burned,   the  neighbors  would  get  together 
and  build  another.     When  the  Cherokee  or  Catawba 
Indians  would  make  a  destructive  raid,   the  neigh- 
bors did  everything  possible  to  help  the  family 
get  back  on  its  feet. 

A  major  asset  in  the  success  of  his  ministry 
was  the  assistance  given  him  by  competent  lay- 
men.    There  was  James  Smith,   an  emigrant  from 
Holland  who  had  first  settled  in  New  Jersey 
and  who  had  brought  his  family  to  the  Jersey 
Settlement.     James  Smith  was  tall  and  handsome, 
and  he  commanded  the  confidence  of  all  who  came 
to  know  him.     He  was  a  successful  planter  and 
began  to  purchase  a  few  slaves  to  assist  with 
labor  on  the  farm.     He  was  concerned  about  the 
spiritual  welfare  of  the  community  and  wanted 
his  children  brought  up  under  the  influence  of 
a  church.     He  did  everything  he  could  to  help 
his  pastor  establish  a  good  church. 

Benjamin  Merrill  was  one  of  the  early 
settlers  who  was  both  farmer  and  blacksmith. 
His  sons  received  their  education  at  home  from 
their  father  and  mother.     A  few  of  the  neigh- 
bor's children  gathered  at  the  Merrill  home  to 
study  reading  and  arithmetic.     The  court  bound 
one  fifteen  year  old  orphan  boy  to  Benjamin 
Merrill,  with  instructions  that  his  master  "learn 
the  said  orphan  the  common  rules  of  arithmetic 
and  the  blacksmith's  trade."     Benjamin  had 
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written  his  brother,  William,   in  New  Jersey, 
about  how  well  he  was  getting  along  and  promised 
to  help  secure  land  for  him.     In  1758  William 
Merrill  moved  his  family  to  the  Jersey  Settle- 
ment . 

David  Smith  acquired  one  of  the  larger 
tracts  of  land,   more  than  12,000  acres,  one 
eighth  of  one  hundred  thousand  acres  granted  by 
King  George  III  to  Henry  McCulloch.     He  had 
seven  sons  and  two  daughters.     He  secured  three 
Negro  slaves. 

Andrew  Hunt  and  Charles  Hunt  were  two  highly 
respected  planters,   as  was  James  Blair.  Jonathan, 
a  third  brother,  was  one  of  Elder  Gano's  staunch 
supporters.     People  like  these  made  it  possible 
for  Mr.   Gano  to  establish  sound  practices  for 
worship,  preaching  the  Word  of  God,  baptizing 
converts,   and  observing  the  Lord's  Supper.  They 
were  eager  for  their  minister  to  assist  weaker 
churches  or  to  preach  to  people  who  had  no 
church  at  all. 

By  1759  there  was  an  all-out  effort  to 
conquer  the  Cherokees  and  stop  their  raids  on 
the  homes  of  settlers  in  Rowan  and  Anson 
Counties.     As  the  Colonial  forces  intensified 
their  campaign,    so  did  the  Indians.     The  Creeks 
joined  the  Cherokee  tribes  in  open  war  against 
the  whites.     It  was  necessary  for  the  settlers 
to  establish  forts  and  move  their  families  into 
them.     Many  settlers  moved  their  families  out 
of  the  area  into  territory  where  they  would  be 
safer.     If  a  family  decided  to  remain  on  its 
settlement  it  became  necessary  to  fortify  the 
dwellings  and  outhouses,   and  to  have  a  good 
spring  within  the  enclosure  so  that  an  adequate 
supply  of  water  would  be  available  for  family 
and  stock.     Many  of  the  houses  had  port  holes 
in  the  corners  so  that  all  approaches  could  be 
properly  guarded.     Almost  every  family  kept 
dogs,  ready  to  give  an  alarm,  and  some  of  them 
had  fierce  bear  dogs. 

As  the  struggle  became  more  intense  Elder 
John  Gano  had  to  decide  whether  to  remain  in 
North  Carolina  or  take  his  family  elsewhere. 
In  April,   1760,   Colonel  Hunt  reported  that  at 
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least  half  the  inhabitants  had  left  Rowan  County 
and  settled  in  counties  to  the  east. 

The  Governor  of  North  Carolina  gave  John 
Gano  a  Captain's  commission.     The  minister  de- 
cided that  he  had  an  obligation  to  protect  his 
own  wife  and  children  as  well  as  to  help  other 
people.     So  he  did  not  accept  active  service 
under  his  commission.     He  began  to  make  plans 
to  go  back  to  New  Jersey  or  Pennsylvania.  His 
church  and  people  in  other  places  where  he  had 
preached  realized  they  would  be  losing  a  strong 
leader,   but  his  friends  understood  and  they 
advised  the  preacher  to  use  his  own  best  judg- 
ment.      The  work  of  his  church  was  being  dis- 
rupted because  everyone  lived  in  constant  fear 
of  an  Indian  raid. 

In  1760  Elder  John  Gano  took  his  wife  and 
two  sons  back  to  New  Jersey.     In  his  own  words, 
"i  resigned  my  commission  and  left  this  place, 
and  under  the  protection  of  a  kind  providence 
arrived  safely  at  my  father-in-law's  at  Eliza- 
bethtown . " 

Though  he  had  left  Jersey  Settlement,  John 
Gano  continued  his  ministry  there  by  going  back 
when  he  could.     In  1760  and  1761  he  preached  in 
Philadelphia.     In  1761  a  Baptist  congregation 
there  asked  him  to  be  pastor.     He  said  about 
this  call,    "I  answered,   I  would  go  for  one  year, 
but  that  I  would  take  three  months  off  to  visit 
North  Carolina,   to  which  they  agreed." 

The  struggle  between  the  whites  and  the 
Indians  and  between  the  free  church  people  and 
the  colonial  government  continued.     In  1761  the 
Indians  were  defeated.     In  1763  the  Cherokees 
declared  war  again,   but  the  superior  forces  of 
the  whites  soon  defeated  them.     Then  settlers 
began  to  move  into  the  Yadkin  Valley  again. 

As  soon  as  the  Cherokee  threat  was  over, 
attention  was  again  turned  to  the  controversy 
about  taxes.     The  Baptists  and  some  other  dis- 
senters were  frustrating  Governor  Tryon 1  s  plan 
for  the  Established  Church.     After  he  became 
Governor  in  1765,   Tryon  visited  Salisbury  often, 
and  no  doubt  he  learned  a  great  deal  about  how 
the  Baptists  had  continually  opposed  certain 
taxes  and  policies  of  the  colonial  government 
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after  the  meeting  of  the  "mob"  of  seven  hundred 
in  1758. 

He  decided  to  try  to  destroy  the  opposition 
of  these  people  known  as"  Regulators . "  By  1767 
he  had  a  military  force  of  "100  young  men  of  the 
best  families,"  who  were  well  trained  and  dis- 
ciplined.    He  led  them  from  the  seashore  to  the 
mountains  and  back  again,  professing  to  make  a 
treaty  with  the  Cherokees.     On  the  march  to  and 
from  the  mountains  they  passed  through  Rowan 
County  and  encamped  in  settlements  where  there 
were  a  great  many  Baptists.     It  is  thought  that 
John  Frohock,   tax  collector  in  Salisbury,  who 
found  stiff  opposition  to  certain  taxes,  kept 
the  Governor  informed  about  the  Baptists  at 
Jersey  Settlement  and  in  other  nearby  settle- 
ments . 

The  Baptists  at  Jersey  Settlement  continued 
to  agitate  for  freedom  from  taxation  to  support 
ministers  of  the  Established  Church.     In  1768 
Governor  Tryon  moved  against  the  Regulators  in 
the  Hillsboro  area.     In  the  same  year  some 
settlers  in  the  Yadkin  Valley  met  at  the  home 
of  Isaac  Free  and  signed  an  agreement  against 
public  taxes.     They  also  listed  other  grievances. 
Later  that  year  a  minister  by  the  name  of  Utley 
went  to  James  Hampton's  house  expecting  to 
preach  to  some  Baptists,  but  found  that  all  the 
men  had  gone  to  a  gathering  about  political 
affairs,   against  government  orders. 

Tradition  has  it  that  an  Episcopal  minister, 
Theodore  Drane  Draig,   came  to  Salisbury  in  1768 
or  1769.     He  had  a  chapel  erected  somewhere  in 
the  Jersey  Settlement,   perhaps  near  the  Dr. 
William  B.  Mears  old  homeplace.     The  Presby- 
terians objected  to  the  Episcopal  Church.  On 
Easter  Monday,   1770,   according  to  the  law  of 
the  Province,   there  was  an  election  for  the 
purpose  of  selecting  vestrymen.     The  Presby- 
terians set  up  candidates  of  their  own  and 
elected  them.     In  so  doing  they  prevented  the 
Episcopalians  from  selecting  vestrymen  who  would 
carry  on  their  work. 

It  appears  that  John  Gano  was  back  in  Jersey 
Settlement  in  1770.     On  October  2  of  that  year 
he  purchased  one  hundred  acres  of  land  from 
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Benjamin  Merrill  and  his  wife  for  "eight  pounds 
of  sterling  money  of  Great  Britain."     He  also 
purchased  twenty-four  acres  from  the  same  couple 
for  "five  pounds  current  money  of  North  Carolina." 
At  the  same  time  he  secured  fifty  acres  from 
John  Davis  and  wife  for  "eight  pounds  sterling 
money  of  Great  Britain." 

In  March  1771,   John  Frohock  and  Alexander 
Martin  came  upon  four  or  five  hundred  men  encamp- 
ed in  the  woods  between  the  Yadkin  River  and 
Salisbury.     Upon  inquiry,  they  learned  that  the 
men  had  gathered  to  petition  the  Court  "for  a 
redress  of  Grievances  against  officers  taking 
exorbitant  fees,   and  that  their  arms   (which  some 
of  them  had)  were  not  for  offense,  but  to  defend 
themselves  if  assaulted."     An  agreement  was  made, 
which  Governor  Tryon  did  not  see  fit  to  honor. 
The  Governor  decided  to  deal  firmly  with  all 
insurgents.     He  cited  about  sixty  of  the 
Regulators  to  appear  before  him,   and  stated 
that  any  who  failed  to  answer  would  be  declared 
traitors.     In  May  of  that  year  Governor  Tryon, 
in  the  Battle  of  Alamance,   defeated  an  army  of 
Regulators . 

There  were  few  Baptists  in  the  battle  at 
Hillsboro,  however,   and  Tryon  knew  that  some  of 
his  chief  opposition  still  remained  at  Sandy 
Creek,   Jersey  Settlement,   Abbotts  Creek  and 
other  places  in  the  Yadkin  Valley.     He  enlarged 
his  army  and  moved  against  the  Baptist  neigh- 
borhoods.    He  laid  waste  plantations.     He  took 
captives  to  Hillsboro  for  trial  as  outlaws  and 
traitors . 

The  armed  forces  moved  first  against  the 
Baptists  at  Sandy  Creek.     After  inflicting 
heavy  damages  and  driving  many  of  the  people 
away,   Tryon  led  his  army  westward  and  encamped 
on  the  plantation  of  Captain  Benjamin  Merrill, 
about  four  miles  south  of  Lexington  and  two 
miles  east  of  Jersey  Church.     Three  divisions 
of  the  army,   consisting  of  about  three  thousand 
or  more  troops,  were  assembled  for  this  campaign 
against  the  Regulators  and  Baptists  near  Jersey 
Baptist  Church.     When  the  soldiers  arrived  at 
Benjamin  Merrill's  plantation  they  arrested  him 
and  sent  him  away.     Later  at  Hillsboro  he  was 
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sentenced  to  death  by  Chief  Justice  Howard  in 
these  words : 

"...that  you,  Benjamin  Merrill,  be  carried 
to  the  place  from  whence  you  came;  that  you  be 
drawn  from  thence  to  the  place  of  execution, 
where  you  are  to  be  hanged  by  the  neck;  that  you 
be  cut  down  while  yet  alive;   that  your  bowels 
be  taken  out  while  you  are  yet  alive  and  burnt 
before  your  face;   that  your  head  be  cut  off,  and 
your  body  divided  into  four  quarters,   and  this 
to  be  at  his  Majesty's  disposal;  and  the  Lord 
have  mercy  on  your  soul." 

The  Governor  granted  permission  for  Mrs. 
Merrill  and  her  children  to  view  the  terrible 
execution.     Then  he  permitted  the  Merrill  family 
to  retain  possession  of  his  plantation. 

Those  who  refused  to  comply  with  terms 
prescribed  by  Governor  Tryon  had  their  houses 
burned  and  their  fields  of  grain  ruined.  The 
officers  brought  in  at  least  forty  prisoners 
one  day,  bound  two  and  two  in  chains.  Such 
prisoners  were  kept  under  guard, and  later  were 
sent  to  Hillsboro  for  trial  and  sentence.  Wives 
and  children  begged  for  mercy  for  the  heads  of 
f  amilies . 

The  resistance  of  the  Regulators  was  broken 
in  the  cruel  way  described  above.     Later  in  1771 
Governor  Tryon  left  North  Carolina,   but  only 
after  many  Baptists  were  driven  to  the  wilderness 
to  seek  new  homes  and  security  for  their  families. 
Morgan  Edwards  says  that  in  1772  about  fifteen 
hundred  families  moved  out  of  these  Baptist 
settlements  in  the  piedmont  area  of  North 
Carolina.     The  membership  of  Sandy  Creek  Church 
dropped  from  a  peak  of  six  hundred  and  six 
earlier  to  fourteen  in  the  year  1772. 

Throughout  this  period  of  rebellion  and 
conflict  with  Indians  and  government,  the 
Baptists  who  remained  in  the  Jersey  Settlement 
continued  to  gather  for  worship  at  times. 

On  February  8,   1775,  William  Frohock 
deeded  three  acres  and  twenty  poles  of  his 
land,  where  John  Gano  and  the  other  Baptists 
had  erected  a  meeting  house  earlier,   for  the 
sum  of  five  shillings  of  sterling  money.  The 
deed  reads,   "Between  Mr.  William  Frohock  of 


25 


Rowan  County  in  the  Province  of  North  Carolina, 
gentleman  of  the  one  part,  and  James  McCoy, 
Esquire,  Benjamin  Rounsvllie,   and  Herman  Butner, 
of  the  county  of  Province  aforesaid,  trustees 
of  the  United  Congregation,   consisting  of  the 
professors  of  the  Church  of  England,   the  Church 
of  Scotland,   and  the  Baptists  in  the  Jersey 
Settlement  in  said  County." 

Obviously,   the  reason  for  this  deed  was  to 
make  legal  the  use  of  the  property  which  had 
already  been  given  by  William  Frohock  for 
religious  services.     It  is  clear  in  the  deed 
that  there  was  a  meeting  house  and  a  burial 
ground  on  the  land,   and  that  it  was  near 
Swearing  Creek. 

Governor  Tryon  had  so  completely  defeated 
and  dispersed  the  Baptists  at  Jersey  Settlement 
in  1771  that  there  is  little  evidence  of  any 
large  role  played  by  them  in  the  American 
Revolution.     The  kind  of  defeat  which  they 
suffered  most  certainly  made  some  of  the 
survivors  more  determined  than  ever  to  stand 
firm  upon  the  principles  of  freedom  and  of 
separation  of  church  and  state.     Others  were 
so  grieved  by  what  had  taken  place  that  they 
had  no  fighting  spirit  left.     Henry  Sheets  has 
told  us  about  how  Mrs.   Jemima  Merrill  remained 
faithful  and  active  religiously  after  the  death 
of  her  husband.     She  was  blind.     He  says, 
"Whether  the  blindness  was  caused  by  some 
natural  defect  or  from  excessive  grief  at  the 
sad  and  untimely  death  of  her  husband  was  not 
known.     She  was  never  herself  after  the  death 
of  her  husband--she  never  recovered  from  the 
shock.     She  was  almost  crazed  at  the  cold, 
cruel  fate  which  befell  her  in  thus  being 
bereft.     She  suffered  great  mental  distress 
and  spent  much  of  her  time  walking  to  pass  off 
the  melancholia  which  clung  to  her  only  to 
darken  her  days  of  grief  and  bitterness.  Her 
mind  was  scarcely  ever  free  from  her  affliction 
whi le  awake . " 

In  1773  John  Gano  was  back  in  the  vicinity, 
and  received  and  baptized  fifteen  new  members 
at  Boone's  Ford  Baptist  Church.     A  month  later 
Mrs.   Jemima  Merrill  was  received  at  Boone's 
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Ford  Church  by  letter.     Other  family  names,  once 
prominent  at  Jersey  Settlement,   appear  in  the 
records  of  Boone's  Ford  Church.     Such  activity 
on  the  part  of  John  Gano  indicates  that  he  kept 
in  contact  with  his  friends  in  North  Carolina. 


Chapter  3 


A  RECONSTITUTED  CHURCH 

Twenty-nine  years  after  Benjamin  Miller 
and  John  Gano  began  their  missionary  ministry 
at  Jersey  Settlement,  the  Baptists,  who  had 
been  scattered  and  disorganized  by  Indian  wars, 
Tryon's  attack  and  the  American  Revolutionary 
activity,  decided  to  re-organize  their  church. 
After  John  Gano  left  them,   they  met  for  worship 
and  other  church  activities  only  upon  call  by 
some  of  the  leaders  or  by  visiting  ministers. 
John  Gano  visited  the  settlement  several  times 
between  1760  and  1784  and  was  able  to  revive 
interest  in  the  church  each  time  he  came. 
Baptists,  Episcopalians  and  Presbyterians 
continued  to  use  the  meeting  house,  but  none 
of  them  were  able  to  maintain  regular  services. 
Any  minister  who  was  available  for  a  funeral  or 
a  wedding  was  called  upon  to  render  his  services. 

William  Hill  preached  for  the  people  at 
Jersey  Settlement  several  times  in  1784  and  was 
able  to  create  an  interest  in  re-constituting 
the  church.     Some  of  the  people  who  were  most 
concerned  agreed  to  meet  on  October  16  and 
discuss  the  possibility  of  regular  worship  and 
work.     William  Hill  met  with  those  who  assembled 
and  served  as  moderator  while  they  talked  about 
their  spiritual  needs.     There  was  general  agree- 
ment that  they  needed  a  pastor  and  should  con- 
duct regular  services  at  least  one  week-end  each 
month.     A  majority  of  those  present  agreed  that 
the  first  Saturday  and  Sunday  of  each  month 
would  be  the  most  satisfactory  time.     They  also 
agreed  that  what  had  been  taught  them  by  John 
Gano  should  embody  their  basic  belief.  They 
were  not  ready  to  join  the  Sandy  Creek  Associa- 
tion because  Mr.  Gano' s  teachings  favored  a 
stricter  adherence  to  specific  confessions  of 
faith  such  as  those  agreed  upon  by  the  Phila- 
delphia Association. 

Following  considerable  discussion  amongst 
about  fifty  persons  who  attended  the  meeting, 
fourteen  persons  stepped  out  in  front  of  the 
others  and  told  William  Hill  they  would  like  to 
be  charter  members.     If  any  records  of  member- 
ship had  been  kept  during  the  early  ministry  of 
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John  Gano,   the  records  were  lost.     For  this 
reason  it  was  decided  that  they  would  proceed 
as  a  new  church.     The  charter  members  were 
Drury  Sims,   Joseph  Todd,   Anney  Todd,   Joseph  Cox, 
Elizabeth  Cox,  Mary  Miller,  Mary  Smith,  Robert 
McKee,   Thomas  Adams,  William  Denham,  Abraham 
Lewis,   Easter  Lewis,   James  Owen  and  Hannah 
Beird . 

William  Hill,   knowing  how  they  had  neglected 
to  get  together  for  any  regular  services, 
insisted  that  they  select  a  pastor  as  quickly 
as  possible.     When  asked  if  he  could   serve,  he 
indicated  that  he  could  not.     So  the  charter 
members  decided  to  call  one  of  their  own  members, 
Drury  Sims,   as  pastor.     He  was   surprised  that 
they  wanted  him  to  serve  in  that  capacity  but 
was  also  pleased.     So  he  accepted  the  call  imme- 
diately.    The  acting  moderator  recognized  the 
new  pastor  and  requested  that  he  begin  his  work 
immediately  by  serving  as  moderator.     Drury  Sims 
thanked  his  congregation  for  expressing  such 
confidence  in  him  and  suggested  that  the  new 
church  would  need  some  elders  and  deacons. 

The  young  church  decided  to  elect  church 
officers  the  following  month.     When  should  they 
meet  each  month?     It  was  decided  to  adopt  a  time 
which  had  been  discussed  earlier  in  the  meeting, 
the  first  week-end  of  each  month.     Drury  Sims 
could  not  resist  the  urge  to  exercise  his  gifts 
in  public.     So  he  made  a  brief  talk  after  which 
he  closed  the  meeting  with  prayer. 

Saturday  afternoon  before  the  first  Sunday 
in  November  all  of  the  charter  members  assembled, 
along  with  members  of  their  families  and  friends, 
at  the  meeting  house.     Their  pastor,   Elder  Sims, 
preached.     Then  he  called  for  a  business  meeting. 
He  reminded  them  that  the  time  had  come  to  select 
elders  and  deacons.     They  chose  Joseph  Todd  as 
elder  and  Abraham  Lewis  as  deacon.     These  two 
men  would  be  expected  to  work  with  the  pastor 
in  exercising  general  oversight  over  the  church. 
They  also  elected  a  clerk,  who  made  records 
faithfully  from  that  time,   but  whose  modesty 
caused  him  to  leave  his  own  name  unknown  to  us. 
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Elder  Drury  Sims  preached  again  on  Sunday. 
There  was  good  attendance  and  he  presented  an 
earnest  appeal  for  sinners  to  accept  the  Lord. 
There  were  no  converts. 

One  month  later,   December  2,   the  pastor 
extended  an  invitation  to  sinners  to  renounce 
sin  and  accept  the  Lord.     Andrew  Beard,  Joseph 
Warford  and  Mary  Warford  came  forward  and  said 
they  wanted  to  put  their  trust  in  Christ, give 
up  the  old  life  of  sin,  be  baptized  and  enter 
the  full  fellowship  of  the  church  at  Jersey 
Settlement.     There  was  great  rejoicing  on  the 
part  of  the  congregation.     Others  told  Elder 
Drury  Sims  that  they  were  under  conviction  of 
sin  by  the  Holy  Spirit,   and  they  requested  that 
he  pray  for  them.     The  pastor  was  fired  with 
enthusiasm  and  became  active  in  visiting  these 
people  in  their  homes  in  order  to  talk  to  them 
at  greater  length  about  their  spiritual  welfare. 

The  church  membership  grew  rapidly  that 
winter.     Some  of  the  growth  was  due  to  the 
enthusiasm  of  the  Christians  in  pressing  sinners 
for  a  decision.     But  an  additional  factor  was 
trouble  in  a  nearby  Baptist  congregation.  At 
the  January  "preaching  service"  Richard  Green, 
Ellender  Green  and  Hannah  Green  presented  them- 
selves for  membership   "by  experience,"  or  "on 
profession  of  faith  in  the  Lord."     On  February  6 
Daniel  Agars,   Susannah  Beard  and  Mary  Miller 
were  accepted  in  the  same  manner.     That  day  the 
church  was  called  into  conference  and  "the 
meeting  altered  from  the  first  to  the  fourth 
week  in  the  month."     Mary  Hollis  presented  her- 
self for  membership  by  experience  on  March  27. 
In  April,   Nathan  Smith,  Mrs.   Nathan  Smith,  Dunkin 
Sinclear  and  Mrs.   Dunkin  Sinclear  were  received 
by  presenting  letters  of  dismissal  from  Boon's 
Ford  Church.     William  Miller  and  Jean  Club  were 
accepted   "by  giving  satisfaction  to  the  church, 
being  censured  members  of  Boon's  Ford  Church." 
A  month  later  Daniel  Hunt,   Susannah  Hunt  and 
John  Hollis  came  by  experience.     Joshua  Pain 
and  Susannah  Pain  were  accepted,    "being  members 
of  Boon's  Ford  Church  when  it  broke."     In  June 
of  that  year  James  and  Mary  Scrivner  joined  by 
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experience  and  the  church  agreed  to  hold  com- 
munion every  three  months.     On  July  24,  Jamima 
Butner  was  received   "by  giving  satisfaction  to 
the  church,  being  an  excommunicated  member  from 
Boon's  Ford  Church." 

By  the  end  of  July  the  membership  had  grown 
to  a  total  of  thirty-eight,  fifteen  of  whom  came 
by  experience.     Each  month  new  members  were 
added.     Before  the  end  of  the  year  1786,  Thomas 
Smith,   John  Green,   Jeremiah  Green,  Mary  Green, 
Hannah  Todd,  Gesham  Hunt,   Elizabeth  Hunt,  Pheby 
Agers,   Sary  Hambleton,   Elizabeth  Young  and 
George  Read  presented  themselves  for  baptism  and 
church  membership  "by  experience."  Abigail 
Hartley,   Isom  Wood,  Milly  Byram  and  Elizabeth 
Miller  joined  by  presenting  letters  of  dismis- 
sion from  other  churches.     The  first  member  to 
withdraw  from  Jersey  Church  by  letter  of  dis- 
mission was  William  Miller  on  September  28, 
1786. 

Drury  Sims  was  pastor  of  at  least  three 
other  churches,   and  in  all  probability  he  operated 
his  own  farm.     The  churches  gave  him  very  little 
financial  support.     He  spent  one  week-end  each 
month  with  the  people  at  Jersey  Settlement  and 
was  present  when  he  was  needed  for  funerals  or 
weddings.     The  clerk  recorded  very  little  about 
the  activities  of  the  church  or  its  pastors 
during  this  period  except  to  explain  when  meet- 
ings were  held  and  who  joined  or  who  was  dis- 
missed from  the  church  at  each  meeting.  The 
church  had  not  yet  joined  the  Sandy  Creek 
Association,   though  its  members  were  friendly 
to  other  churches  nearby.     The  Yadkin  Associa- 
tion was  formed  by  eleven  churches  in  1786  as 
a  branch  of  the  Strawberry  Association  in 
Virginia  and  sent  a  delegate,  with  proceedings 
of  its  annual  conference,   to  Virginia  to  report 
each  year.     Jersey  did  not  affiliate,  perhaps 
because  the  new  association,  which  in  1790 
became  independent  of  +he  Strawberry  Associa- 
tion, was  opposed  to  order  or  formality  in 
religious  proceedings.     They  would  not  have  a 
moderator,   pleading  that  it  was  an  infringement 
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on  Christian  liberty  and  too  much  like  worldly 
assemblies  to  have  a  moderator  at  their  head. 
Some  of  the  Baptists  in  the  area  were  still 
afraid  of  authority  because  of  their  tragic 
experiences  during  Tryon's  war  against  the 
Regulators . 

A  charter  member  and  his  wife,   Abraham  and 
Easter  Lewis,  were  granted  eighty-nine  acres  of 
land  on  Crow  Creek  by  the  King  of  England.  The 
grant  was  signed  by  J.  Glasgow,  Secretary  to  the 
King.     This  gift  of  land  was  a  bonus  to  supple- 
ment one  hundred  and  forty  seven  acres  which  had 
been  purchased  by  Lewis  on  August  9  at  a  price 
of  fifty  shillings  per  hundred  acres. 

The  church  lost  five  members  by  granting 
them  letters  in  1787  and  gained  two  members  by 
experience.     New  members  were  Abraham  and  Ann 
Vanlievan.     Those  who  left  were  Mr.   and  Mrs. 
Dunkin  Sinclear,  William  Dunham  and  Mr.   and  Mrs. 
Joseph  Cox.     The  Coxes  sold  their  farm  of  three 
hundred  and  forty  nine  acres  on  the  Yadkin  River 
to  Spruce  McKay  and  moved  away  to  another  com- 
munity . 

The  farmers  of  Jersey  Settlement  were 
growing  more  prosperous  by  1788.     The  House  of 
Representatives  of  North  Carolina  passed  the 
following  resolution  which  proved  of  great 
benefit  to  Gasper  Smith:     "It  appears  that  the 
said  Gasper  Smith  had  in  the  month  of  February, 
1788,  his  house  consumed  by  fire,   in  which  was 
burned  specie  certificates  to  the  amount  of  106 
pounds  6  shillings.     Your  committee  are  therefore 
of  the  opinion  as  the  certificates  are  actually 
destroyed  that  the  comtroller  be  directed  to 
Issue  the  said  Gasper  Smith  a  certificate  for 
the  sum  of  106  pounds  6  shillings,  being  the 
amount  of  the  certificates  destroyed  as  afore- 
said." 

Robert  McKee  became  the  first  member  to  be 
brought  before  the  church  and  publicly  charged 
with  breaking  its  covenant  agreement  on  Christian 
living.     At  church  conference  on  February  22, 
1788,   a  member  charged  publicly  that  "Brother 
McKee"  had  been  drinking  and  using  profanity 
and  requested  the  church  to  deal  with  him.  The 
church  voted  to  request  McKee  to  attend  confer- 
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ence  the  following  month  and  give  account  of 
his  conduct.     On  March  27,   the  accused  sinner 
attended  conference  and  asked  to  be  forgiven. 
The  church  agreed  to  do  so  on  condition  that  he 
would  attend  church  regularly  in  the  future. 
At  the  April  meeting  he  was  not  in  attendance. 
Sary  Todd  confessed  that  she  was  a  sinner,  pro- 
fessed to  believe  in  Christ  as  Lord  and  was 
received  as  a  candidate  for  baptism  and  member- 
ship . 

McKee  did  not  show  up  for  the  May  services. 
The  church  voted  to  request  Abraham  Lewis  to 
talk  to  him  about  breaking  his  agreement  with 
the  church.     On  June  28,    "Brother  Lewis  made 
his  return  concerning  Brother  McKee  and  he 
promised  to  attend."     That  day  the  church  also 
decided  to  change  meeting  time  to  the  second 
week-end  in  the  month. 

Mr.   McKee  kept  his  promise  and  attended 
church  in  July  and  August.     When  he  did  not 
attend  in  September   "Brother  Joseph  Todd  and 
Brother  John  Hollis  was     appointed  by  the 
church  to  go  to  Brother  McKee  to  talk  with  him 
to  know  the  reasons  for  not  attending  at  church 
meeting."     On  October  12,   the  two  brethren  "made 
their  return  with  but  little  satisfaction,  only 
he  promised  to  come  to  church."     November  16, 
"Brother  McKee  neglected  attending  at  church 
meeting  and  was  laid  under  censure  for  dis- 
obeying the  church."     December  14,  McKee  was 
absent  and  his  case  was  discussed  again. 
January  13,   1789,    "Brother  Joseph  Warford  made 
a  complaint  against  Brother  McKee  for  drinking 
to  excess  and  taking  the  name  of  God  in  vain. 
Abraham  Lewis  and  James  Scrivner  were  appointed 
to  go  and  talk  with  him."     February  10,  "Brother 
Scrivner  and  Brother  Lewis  made  their  return 
concerning  Brother  McKee  and  he  continued  obsti- 
nate.    The  church  agreed  that  he  should  be  ex- 
communicated."    However,   action  was  delayed 
until  conference  in  March.     On  March  11,  1789, 
Robert  McKee  was   "excommunicated,"  the  first 
person  to  be  excluded  from  membership  by  vote 
of  the  members.     This  was  the  beginning  of 
church  discipline  at  Jersey  Baptist  Church. 
The  members  decided  they  would  be  firm  and  fair 
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with  any  member  concerning  his  Christian  conduct. 
This  explains  why  they  discussed  Robert  McKee ' s 
case  eleven  times  in  public  church  conferences 
before  they  excommunicated  him. 

The  second  person  who  was  brought  under 
discipline  was  Isom  Wood.     In  December,  1788, 
"Sister  (Milly)   Biram  made  a  complaint  to  the 
church  that  Brother  Wood  would  not  come  to  a 
settlement,   and  Brother  Wood  was  sent  for  to 
the  church."    Wood  did  not  attend  in  January 
and  was  "cited  to  the  church  again."     By  February 
10  he  had  experienced  a  change  of  heart.     So  he 
attended  church  and   "the  church  appointed  James 
Scrivner,   John  Hollis,   Nathan  Smith,  Susannah 
Pain,   Rebeckab  Smith  and  Ellender  Green  to 
settle  the  matter  on  the  fourteenth  of  the 
month."     The  meeting  was  held,   a  settlement 
was  reached,  Milly  Biram  was  made  happy  and  in 
March  the  church  received  a  report  to  that 
effect.     The  second  person  to  be  accused  public- 
ly at  Jersey  Church  was  acquitted. 

In  July  1789,   John  Gano  appointed  Andrew 
Hunt  and  Charles  Hunt  to  sell  his  land.     A  few 
months  later  Andrew  Hunt  wrote  John  Gano  that 
the  man  who  bought  the  land  refused  payment, 
alleging  that  he  was  sold  more  land  than  John 
Gano  ever  possessed.     In  his  memoirs  John  Gano 
says,    "This  was  both  injurious  to  my  purse  and 
my  character;   and  led  me  to  look  over  my  old 
papers.     I  found  the  deed  and  the  necessary 
papers;  the  deed  was  properly  authenticated, 
and.  acknowledged  and  recorded  in  Rowan,  where 
the  land  lay.     I  determined  to  go  and  settle 
the  business,   and  accordingly  set  off,   and  after 
a  fatiguing  journey  arrived  there.     I  got  the 
county  surveyor,   and  having  traced  part  of  the 
line  which  he  had  chained  and  occupied,  and  a 
spring  which  his  family  used;  he  therefore  begged 
me  to  desist,   and   said  he  would  settle  the  mat- 
ter without  any  further  difficulty.     I  could 
have  put  him  to  much  trouble  and  expense;  but 
having  the  object  answered,   I  settled  the  matter 
with  him."     Later  John  Gano  sold  three  tracts 
of  land  to  James  Blair  for  one  hundred  and 
seventy-seven  pounds   "In  full  money  of  the  State 
of  North  Carolina."     He  returned  to  Kentucky, 
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where  he  was  doing  pioneer  missionary  work  at 
the  time. 

Elder  Drury  Sims  decided  to  resign  as  pas- 
tor of  the  church  in  1789.     The  people  were  not 
as  eager  or  enthusiastic  as  they  had  been  in 
1784  and  1785.     The  church  was  losing  more  mem- 
bers than  it  was  gaining.     Moral  problems  had 
arisen  and  these  had  brought  about  family  feuds 
and  jealousies  which  tended  to  cripple  the  work 
of  the  church.     He  led  the  members  to  elect  John 
Hollis  as  a  "pillar"  in  the  church,   later  known 
as  deacon.     He  was  to  serve  with  Abraham  Lewis 
who  had  been  elected  and  ordained  several  years 
earlier.     In  September,   1789,  Elder  and  Mrs. 
Drury  Sims  were  granted  letters  of  dismission. 
That  year  Peter  Eaton  and  Richard  and  Ellender 
Green  withdrew  by  letter.     One  person,  Cornelius 
Smith,   joined  by  experience.     The  church  member- 
ship had  grown  from  fourteen  to  fifty-two  in 
three  years,   then  dropped  from  fifty-two  to 
forty-two  in  five  years,   all  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Drury  Sims. 

Many  of  the  families  in  the  church  were 
large  ones  and  there  were  numerous  children. 
When  the  1790  census  was  completed,  interest- 
ing facts  were  borne  out  about  people  at  Jersey 
Settlement.     James  Owen  had  one  son  under  six- 
teen years  of  age,   four  females  in  the  home, 
and  he  owned  eight  slaves.     William  Miller  had 
three  young  sons  in  a  family  of  seven.  There 
were  ten  persons  in  James  Scrivner's  family, 
including  three  small  boys.     Thomas  Smith  had 
four  sons  in  a  family  of  nine.     Joseph  and 
Anney  Todd  had  three  sons  and  a  daughter.  Isom 
Wood  had  four  young  sons  in  a  family  of  nine. 
Deacon  Abraham  Lewis  and  his  wife  had  three 
small  boys  and  four  daughters.     Gesham  Hunt  had 
four  young  sons  in  a  family  of  eight.     John  and 
Mary  Hollis  had  three  sons  and  four  or  five 
daughters . 

By  1790  Jersey  Church  was  ready  to  consider 
affiliation  with  an  association  nearer  than 
Charleston.     The  two  deacons  were  chosen  dele- 
gates on  August  7  and  were  requested  to  repre- 
sent their  membership  at  a  meeting  at  Eaton's 
Meeting  House.     Enough  interest  was  created  at 
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the  annual  meeting  of  the  Yadkin  Association, 
which  had  been  formed  in  1786,   so  that  delegates 
were  selected  to  attend  "the  Virginia  Associa- 
tion," probably  the  Strawberry  Association  in 
Virginia.     When  John  Holiis  and  Abraham  Lewis 
reported  to  the  Jersey  Church  on  September  11 
the  congregation  agreed  to  "contribute  something 
for  the  support  of  the  delegates."     This  is  the 
first  mention  made  by  the  church  clerk  of  a  con- 
tribution to  a  cause  outside  the  Jersey  Settle- 
ment.    As  far  as  we  can  determine  it  was  also 
the  beginning  of  active  and  regular  participa- 
tion of  Jersey  Church  in  the  Yadkin  Association. 

A  successor  to  Drury  Sims  was  elected. 
Elder  William  Colwell  accepted  the  call  to 
become  pastor  in  October,   1790.     In  April, 
George  Reed  was   "cited  to  the  church  for  reject- 
ing the  counsel  of  the  church."     He  appeared 
at  conference  June  12  and  made  a  satisfactory 
statement . 

In  1791,   John  Holiis  and  James  Scrivner 
were  appointed  delegates  to  the  association  and 
"there  was  some  money  collected  for  the  support 
of  the  delegates."     The  money  was  probably  used 
at  the  discretion  of  the  delegates  to  promote 
a  cause  discussed  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
association.     That  year  Joseph  Todd,  Daniel 
McGuire,   Caleb  Campbell,  Winniford  Smith  and 
Mary  Richardson  joined  by  experience.     By  letter 
Jeremiah  and  Mary  Green  and  Daniel  McGuire  were 
dismissed.   Mr.  McGuire  held  membership  only  five 
months.     The  pastor  resigned  after  serving  five 
months.     The  people  had  grown  dissatisfied  with 
each  other  and  with  their  leadership.  The 
church  "agreed  that  Brother  Whitehead  should 
come  and  labor  among  us"  as  pastor.     In  June 
services  were  held  twice,   on  the  fourth  and 
again  on  the  fourteenth  days  of  the  month. 
"Abraham  Lewis,   John  Reed  and  James  Scrivner 
was  appointed  to  go  to  Brother  Cook  and  see 
what  reason  that  Brother  Cook  was  wounded  with 
the  church."     Ten  days  later  the  five  brethren 
reported  that  Mr.   Cook  was  satisfied.     Late  that 
year  John  Holiis  and  Thomas  Smith  were  appointed 
to  what  appears  to  have  been  a  second  meeting 
of  the  association  within  the  year  and  a  collec- 
tion was  taken  "for  the  clerk  of  the  association." 
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On  November  5,   the  "delegates  made  their  return 
and  brought  the  minutes  of  the  association  and 
they  were  read"  in  the  church.     Delegates  were 
chosen  to  go  to  the  next  association:  Abraham 
Lewis,   John  Hollis  and  James  Scrivner. 

The  year  1792  marked  a  new  wave  of  enthu- 
siasm.    The  pastor,   Elder  Whitehead,  resigned 
and  the  church  turned  to  an  unordained  young 
man  from  a  nearby  community  for  leadership, 
Thomas  Durham.     He  was  called  in  June.     For  some 
reason  he  was  hesitant  to  accept  the  call.  The 
people  at  Jersey  refused  to  accept  a  negative 
answer . 

Abraham  Lewis,   John  Hollis  and  James 
Scrivner  went  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
association  at  Reed's  River  the  fourth  Friday 
in  August,   and  while  there  they  talked  with  him 
at  length  about  coming  to  Jersey  Church.  The 
matter  was  delayed  until  November  3,  when  "the 
church  agreed  that  there  should  be  a  letter 
written  to  Brother  McGriger's  church  to  acquaint 
them  of  our  faith  concerning  Brother  Durham's 
being  called  to  our  church  and  also  to  crave  a 
dismission  for  him  from  theirs,   and  also  another 
letter  to  call  Brother  McGriger  as  a  help  with 
Brother  Whitehead  in  order  to  ordain  Brother 
Durham  to  the  ministry."     Persons  were  appointed 
to  take  these  letters  to  the  churches. 

Thomas  Durham  was  ordained  by  Elder  McGriger 
and  Elder  Whitehead  on  January  5,   1793.  Samuel 
Warford,   Abigail  Warford,  Mary  Todd,   John  Hunt, 
Margaret  Coplen  and  Margaret  Hunt  joined  the 
church  by  experience;   and  Betty  Ann  Owen,  Thomas 
Durham,   Rebekah  Durham  and  Milly  Mabery  by 
letter . 

Cornelius  Smith  was  excluded  from  member- 
ship.    His  case  of  misconduct  was  handled  rather 
seriously.     On  November  3   "a  complaint  came  to 
the  church  that  Brother  Cornelius  Smith  drank 
too  much  liquor  and  abused  his  wife,   and  the 
church  appointed  Brother  Pain  and  Brother  Adams 
to  go  and  cite  him  to  the  church  meeting."  A 
month  later  "he  neglected  to  come  and  no  fellow- 
ship was  gained."     So  the  church  decided  to  send 
its  deacons  to  "try  to  reclaim  Brother  Cornelius 
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Smith."     The  deacons  failed  in  their  mission; 
in  January,   1793,   the  church  named  two  other 
men  "to  give  him  a  second  citation  to  our  next 
church  meeting."     He  did  not  attend  in  February. 
On  March  2  he  did  appear,    "and  after  acknowledge- 
ment of  his  transgression  requested  further 
patience  of  the  brethren,   and  is  allowed  further 
indulgence,  hoping  for  his  better  conduct."  In 
May  he  appeared  again  and  requested  the  patience 
of  the  church,  which  was  granted.     The  church 
extended  this  patience  until  February  1,  1794, 
at  which  time  the  church  considered  the  matter. 
The  records  read:    "After  conferring  jointly 
agreed  that  he  should  be  excommunicated,   and  he 
was  declared  publicly  to  be  unto  us  as  an 
heathen  man  and  a  publican  and  not  in  our  fellow- 
ship or  under  our  watch." 

During  the  period  when  the  church  changed 
pastors  frequently,   observance  of  the  Lord's 
Supper  was  neglected.     On  March  2,   1793,  the 
members  agreed  upon   "the  first  Sunday  in  April 
for  the  day  of  the  church  meeting  as  the  time 
of  the  sacrament  meeting  and  so  from  that  quar- 
terly after  prayer."     Abraham  Lewis,   John  Hollis 
and  Thomas  Durham  were  sent  to  the  meeting  of 
the  association.     The  meeting  house  was  in  a 
poor  state  of  repair,   and   "Brother  Scrivner" 
was  appointed  to  repair  it   "with  the  other 
trustees."     This  is  the  first  mention  of 
trustees  in  the  records  of  the  church  clerk. 
We  do  not  know  how  many  trustees  there  were  or 
who  they  were. 

By  1793  other  churches  in  the  vicinity  were 
recognizing  Jersey  Church  as  one  of  unusual 
influence.   On  April  3  "a  letter  was  produced 
from  a  sister  church  at  Cold  Water  requesting 
help  in  order  to     look  into  the  ordaining  of 
Brother  Culpepper,   and  Brother  Durham  and 
Brother  Lewis  was  appointed  to  go."     A  month 
later,  May  4,    "a  letter  from  the  brethren  in 
the  fork  of  the  Yadkin  was  brought  in  requesting 
the  eldership  of  the  church  to  attend  with  them 
for  constitution."     Thomas  Durham,   Abraham  Lewis 
and  John  Hollis  were  appointed  to  render  this 
service.     Under  the  vigorous  leadership  of  its 
second  youthful  pastor,   Jersey  Church  began  its 
own  ministry  for  other  communities.     Being  a 
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product  of  such  effort  from  other  churches,  it 
was  at  last  in  a  position  to  become  a  missionary 
church  in  outreach.     Evidently  Elder  Durham  went 
frequently  to  other  places  to  preach  and  to  help 
strengthen  churches.     On  October  b,   1793,  the 
church  chose  George  Pope  to  serve  as  "moderator 
administrator  in  Brother  Durham's  absence." 

The  work  was  marked  by  a  number  of  additions 
to  the  membership  that  year.     Margaret  Todd, 
Caty  Butner,   Odlin  More,  Elizabeth  Owen  and 
Businger  and  Baird's  Bob  joined  by  experience; 
Jeremiah  and  Mary  Green,  by  letter.     Jane  Club 
was  dismissed  by  letter.     It  appears  that  Baird's 
Bob  was  the  first  Negro  member  whose  name  was 
recorded  by  the  church  clerk. 

Aging  Elder  John  Gano  paid  Jersey  Church 
another  visit  in  1793.     As  usual,  he  was  well 
received.     His  wife  had  died  as  a  result  of  a 
fall  from  a  horse  near  their  home  in  Kentucky. 
While  on  his  visit  to  North  Carolina  he  married 
the  widow  of  Captain  Thomas  Bryant,   the  daughter 
of  Colonel  Jonathan  Hunt.     Also,  he  visited  the 
annual  sessions  of  the  Yadkin  Association  and 
convinced  the  Baptists  that  they  should  choose 
a  moderator,   establish  rules  of  order,  and 
conduct  their  meetings  with  decorum.     As  had 
been  true  when  he  was  pastor  at  Jersey,  he  was 
still  on  a  crusade  for  orderliness  in  church 
work.     No  doubt,  he  was  happy  to  find  the  work 
at  Jersey  Church  prospering  so  well  under  the 
leadership  of  young  Elder  Durham. 

Growth  and  orderliness  characterized  the 
church  in  1794.     Judah  Northern,  Mary  Elston, 
John  Skinner  and  Hosea  Skinner  joined  by  expe- 
rience;  Jeremiah  Green,   Hannah  McCoy,  and 
Coonrod  Cornelison  and  wife  by  letter. 
Rebeckah  Skinner  joined   "by  an  acknowledgement, 
having  been  an  excluded  member."     She  was  the 
first  excluded  person  to  be  restored  to  member- 
ship . 

The  church  at  Cold  Water  petitioned  Jersey 
Church  for  help  on  the  first  Saturday  and  Sunday 
in  May.     That  being  the  time  for  quarterly 
meeting,    "the  church  did  not  think  it  proper  to 
send  them  any."     We  do  not  know  what  kind  of 
help  Cold  Water  wanted,   but  in  May  the  Jersey 
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Church  appointed  Elder  Durham  "to  attend  with 
them  on  the  third  Sa.turday  and  Sunday  in  this 
instance."     That  action  indicates  that  both 
churches  followed  a  pattern  of  holding  meetings 
on  Saturday  afternoon  and  Sunday  of  the  same 
week-end . 

Delegates  were  sent  to  the  meeting  of  the 
association  "at  Brier  Creek,  Wilkes  County," 
and  on  Saturday  before  the  next  preaching 
Sunday  they  made  a  report  to  their  church. 

The  church  agreed  to  try  a  new   plan  in  an 
effort  to  take  the  church  ministry  closer  to 
people  who  would  not  attend  at  the  regular 
meeting  place.     On  May  2,   1794,    "the  church 
agreed  to  state  the  places  of  preaching  for 
the  future  meeting.     It  stands  at  this  place 
as  usual,  the  first  in  every  month.     The  second 
in  one  month  at  Brother  Owen's  and  the  second 
in  the  next  month  at  Brother  Butner's  and  the 
third  in  the  month  at  Brother  Scrivner's,  the 
fourth  in  the  month  at  the  new  meeting  house 
near  Brother  Reed's.     As  Mr.   Reed  lived  several 
miles  north  of  Jersey  meeting  house,  he  wanted 
to  start  a  new  church  in  the  settlement  of  Reeds. 
His  pastor,  Thomas  Durham,  thought  well  of  the 
idea . 

The  new  plan  for  extending  the  preaching 
ministry  of  the  Jersey  Baptists  worked  quite 
well.     George  Reed  gave  two  acres  of  land,  the 
transaction  being  described  by  the  clerk  as 
follows:     "February  6,   1795,  George  Reed  lets 
the  congregation  of  the  Baptists  Society  in  the 
Jersey  Settlement  under  the  pastoral  care  of 
Thomas  Durham  of  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina, 
have  whereon  the  new  meeting  house  stands  to  be 
known  hereafter  by  the  name  of  Reed's  Meeting 
House,   containing  two  acres,   on  the  premises 
of  said  Reed,   southeast  side  of  the  Guilford 
Road,  next  to  a  large  apple  tree  nearby  opposite 
the  southeast  corner  of  the  church,   for  five 
shillings,  witnessed  by  John  Hollis  and  Leander 
Smith  and  proved  by  the  latter  in  May,  1795." 

Activities  of  the  church  were  being  extend- 
ed to  nearby  settlements.     Elder  Thomas  Durham 
was  in  demand  for  preaching  and  helping  to 
strengthen  weak  churches.     On  February  28,  1795, 
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"Brother  Pope's  Church"  requested  the  help  of 
Thomas  Durham,   and  Jersey  Church  granted  him 
permission  to  go.     The  demands  from  other 
churches  increased  to  the  extent  of  creating  a 
problem  at  Jersey.     The  members  were  contri- 
buting more  generously  than  ever  before  to  sup- 
port a  pastor.     There  is  no  record  of  how  much 
remuneration  he  received,  but  we  may  conclude 
from  various  actions  of  the  church  that  he  was 
giving  all  of  his  Sundays  in  the  service  of 
Jersey  Church.     The  people  discussed  the  problem 
with  Thomas  Durham  and  amongst  themselves.  All 
of  them  recognized  the  need  for  preaching 
throughout  the  region.     In  July  the  church 
engaged  in  a  lengthy  discussion  of  the  problem 
and  agreed  to  try  to  discover  some  method  for 
adequate  support  of  the  gospel   "and  our  meeting 
in  particular."     This  matter  was  the  chief 
subject  for  discussion  over  a  period  of  at 
least  six  months.     In  August  the  church  voted 
"to  endeavor  to  make  up  money  enough  to  purchase 
a  Negro  to  support  Brother  Durham."     The  effort 
failed.     Several  families  in  the  congregation 
owned  Negroes,  but  some  of  them  were  not  agree- 
able to  raising  extra  money  to  provide  and 
support  one  for  their  pastor.     In  December,  it 
was  agreed  that   "Brother  Durham  in  calls  abroad 
should  at  his  request  have  one  of  the  brethren  to 
attend  him."     Such  voluntary  help  was  a  satis- 
factory settlement  of  the  problem,  but  some 
members  thought  their  pastor  was  neglecting  his 
own  church  in  his  eagerness  to  be  of  assistance 
to  others.     The  problem  was  presented  and  the 
church  agreed   "that  Brother  Durham  is  considered 
at  liberty  to  preach  optionally  except  three 
Sabbaths  in  each  month." 

While  the  church  debated  the  issues  of 
extending  its  outreach  and  sharing  the  pastor 
with  others,   new  problems  arose.     The  most 
faithful  deacon,  Abraham  Lewis,  moved  to  another 
community,   and  James  Scrivner  was  chosen  to 
replace  him.     Mr.   Scrivner  had  served  as  church 
clerk  since  shortly  after  he  became  a  member. 
Obediah  Fuqua  was  elected  clerk  and  was  directed 
to  prepare  a  church  letter  to  send  to  the  assoc- 
iation that  year. 
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Joshua  Pain  and  John  Hollis  became  entangled 
in  a  dispute,  which  was  taken  before  the  church 
and  "settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  present." 
Jeremiah  Green,  Jr.,  was  excluded  from  the 
fellowship.     Letters  of  dismission  were  granted 
Abraham  Lewis,  Mrs.   Lewis,  Hannah  Todd,  "Sister" 
Davis  and   "Sister"  Coplen.     Mary  Fuqua  was 
received  by  letter.     Lucy  Smith,  Elizabeth  More, 
Samuel  Barclay,  Mary  Barclay,   John  Parks  and 
Keturah  Davis  were  received  by  experience. 
Obediah  Fuqua  was  received,   "having  been  a  mem- 
ber before  and  not  having  a  letter,  we  thought 
proper  to  receive  him,   and  if  any  difficulty 
should  arise  to  consider  it  hereafter." 

In  1796  a  controversy  arose  concerning 
church  discipline.     The  church  was  accustomed 
to  acting  on  matters  of  discipline  at  Saturday 
conference.     The  Saturday  meeting  was  not  as 
well  attended  as  Sunday  services.  Someone 
suggested  that  when  a  person  was  excluded  on 
Saturday  there  should  be  a  public  announcement 
of  the  action  "on  preaching  day  after."  Between 
March  and  June,  Judy  Northern  was  accused  of 
"disobeying  the  authority  of  the  church  and 
other  misdeamors,"  and  two  committees  named  by 
the  church  cited  her  to  appear  and  answer  charges. 
She  refused.     The  church  "publicly  excluded  her 
from  our  fellowship."     A  month  later  the  members 
voted  to  give  public  notice  following  any  such 
action . 

As  might  be  expected,  with  the  coming  of 
new  people  from  other  churches,   there  came  all 
kinds  of  ideas  about  church  work.     In  1796  the 
church  discussed  freely  the  subject  of  the 
Christian's  duty  to  wash  feet  and  whether  the 
church  should  consider  foot  washing  as  one  of 
the  ordinances.     No  action  was  taken,   and  the 
meeting  was  dismissed  with  prayer.     There  was 
also  a  spirited  debate  about  the  work  of  itine- 
rant ministers,   after  which  "the  church  agreed 
to  attend  to  contributions  for  traveling  minis- 
ters of  the  Baptist  order,   conceiving  it  a  duty." 
Fork's  church  requested  help,   so  Jersey  Church 
sent  three  members  on  the  appointed  Sunday. 

Catherine  Barnes  was  received  "by  letter 
of  dismission  from  the  Yadkin  Fork  Church." 
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John  Durham,   Jean  Durham  and  Lucy  Durham  pre- 
sented letters  also.     The  following  were  con- 
verted:    Joannah  Hunt,   Abraham  Warford,  Eliza- 
beth Parks,  Ruben  Pew,  Nancy  Owen,   Peter  Owen, 
Josiah  Owen,  Mrs.   Josiah  Owen  and  William  Love. 
In  addition  to  the  loss  of  Judy  Northern,  letters 
were  granted  to  Hannah  Beard,   Joseph  Todd,  Mrs. 
Joseph  Todd,  Margaret  Todd,   Joshua  Pain  and  Mrs. 
Joshua  Pain. 


Chapter  4 


SIN  AND  SALVATION 

A  revival  broke  out  at  Jersey  Church  in  the 
year  1797.     Fifteen  persons  were  converted 
during  a  period  of  eight  months:     Nathan  Briggs, 
Elizabeth  Gallamore,   Joshua  Conger,   James  Brown, 
Rachel  Hufman,    "Sister"  Lane,    "Sister"  Brown, 
"Sister"  Welch,   Easter  Briggs,   Rebeckah  Seratt, 
Jasper  Hedrick,  Molly  Hedrick,   Darker  Shepherd, 
William  Umfry  and  Mary  Briggs.      "Sister"  Winters 
was  received   "as  a  transient  member."  One  uniden- 
tified "sister"  was  received  from  Boon's  Ford. 
James  Riley,  Priscilla  Riley,   Joseph  Jestice, 
Nancy  Jestice,   Richard  and  Mary  Been  joined  by 
letter.     Only  four  persons  were  dismissed  by 
letter  that  year:     Caty  Rivley,   Patty  Welch, 
Elizabeth  Parks  and  Easter  Briggs.     By  the  end 
of  the  year  the  membership  stood  at  ninety-five. 
Jersey  was  one  of  the  largest  and  most  influen- 
tial Baptist  churches  in  North  Carolina. 

Two  deacons  were  added:     James  Riley  and 
Peter  Owen.     The  church  met  alternately  at 
Jersey  Meeting  House  and  Holloway's  Meeting 
House.     Before  the  end  of  the  year  the  church 
agreed  to  hold  meetings  at  Reed's  Meeting  House 
on  the  fourth  Saturday  and  Sunday  in  every  month. 

Money  was  raised  to  repair  the   Jersey  meet- 
ing house  and  a  movement  was  begun  to  pay  for 
a  new  roof  on  the  meeting  house  at  Holloway's. 

The  following  year  it  was  decided  that  the 
congregation  would  meet  at  Holloway's  the  second 
Sunday  in  the  month,   at  Reed's  the  fourth  Sunday 
and  at  Jersey  the  other  two  Sundays.     The  con- 
gregation met  at  Wall's  meeting  house  on  the 
second  Sunday  in  July.     Josiah  Owen  was  appointed 
to  keep  minutes  of  the  meetings  held  at  Reed's. 
Jersey  Church  had  created   "arms"  of  the  church. 
The  parent  or  mother  church  kept  control, 
provided  a  pastoral  ministry,   financed  buildings 
and  other  necessary  items  of  cost,  required 
records  of  proceedings  and  considered  the  mem- 
bers who  joined  one  of  its   "arms"  to  be  regular 
members  of  Jersey  Church. 

Late  June  and  early  July  brought  excite- 
ment about  a   "big  meeting."     The  people  majored 
on  attending  services  at  church  every  night  for 
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two  weeks.     There  were  several  day  services 
during  the  period  of  revival.     Nearby  preachers 
attended  and  most  of  them  were  afforded  an 
opportunity  to  preach.     On  days  when  the  people 
came  with  food  and  spent  afternoon  and  evening, 
the  visiting  ministers  would  preach  in  relays. 
The  people  entered  and  left  the  sanctuary  at 
will.     Children  were  noisy  and  babies  cried; 
but  the  worshipers  were  accustomed  to  that  and 
paid  little  attention  to  such  noises.  Even 
though  Jersey  Church  insisted  on  a  more  orderly 
approach  than  many  other  Baptist  churches  at 
the  time,   a  few  people  shouted  when  they  came 
under  conviction  of   sin  or  when  they  were  greatly 
inspired  by  some  statement  of  the  preacher.  A 
song  leader,   using  a  tuning  fork  to  get  his 
pitch  for  each  new  song,  would  announce  a  song 
and  then  lead  the  people  in  singing  it.  This 
was  a  once-a-year  religious  festivity  with 
emotional  and  social  overtones  for  people  who 
were  both  conscious  of  their  sins  and  eager  for 
fellowship  with  other  people.     The  clerk  of 
Jersey  Church  referred  to  the  revival  as  "big 
meeting"  and  "a  feast  to  the  Lord." 

With  all  the  effort,   only  two  persons  were 
converted:     Zacheriah  Chesser  and  Betsy  Davis. 
Almost  every  Christian  who  attended  asked  for 
prayers.     Many  of  them  made  public  re-dedication 
of  their  lives.      "The  widow  Gilstrap"  was 
received  as  a  member  after  assuring  the  congre- 
gation that  she  had  been  a  member  of  a  Baptist 
church  some  years  earlier.     James  Hughes,  Esther 
Briggs,   Joseph  Justis,  Mrs.   Joseph  Justis  and 
Cathy  Welsh  joined  by  letter. 

That  year  the  church  lost  John  Skinner, 
Mrs.   John  Skinner,  Coonrod  Cornelison,  Mrs. 
Coonrod  Cornelison  and  Milly  Maberry  by  grant- 
ing them  letters  of  dismission.  "Sister" 
Tomkins  was  excluded  for  refusing  subjection 
to  the  church  or  her  husband."     She  had  left 
her  husband  earlier  that  year,   and  the  church 
decided  to  "deal  with  her." 

The  Yadkin  Baptist  Association  met  at 
Holloway's  meeting  house  in  1799.     Elder  Andrew 
Baker  preached  the  introductory  sermon.  Then 
the  delegates  from  the  church  presented  their 
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reports  on  progress  of  the  work,  membership, 
and  special  interests.     Elder  Lazarus  Whitehead 
was  elected  moderator.     John  H.   D.   Owen  was 
elected  clerk.     The  Saturday  afternoon  program 
was  concluded  with   "divine  services."     The  dele- 
gates and  visitors  in  attendance  went  home  with 
families  in  the  community  who  had  opened  their 
homes  to  entertain  these  Baptist  friends,  some 
of  whom  had  come  on  horseback  or  horse  drawn 
cart  or  buggy  as  much  as  a  hundred  miles.  There 
was  plenty  of  feed  corn  and  hay  for  the  horses. 
And  the  housewives  prepared  numerous  dishes  of 
delicious  food  for  the  men  and  women  in  attend- 
ance upon  "the  Lord's  business." 

Sunday  was  a  day  of  preaching  and  fellow- 
ship and  snaring  of  food.     The  people  assembled 
in  the  morning  and  heard  a  lengthy  sermon  by 
John  H.   D.   Owen.     Then  they  went  outside  the 
meeting  house,  where  the  local  women  had  spread 
their  offerings  of  food.     After  about  an  hour 
and  a  half  of  talking  about  everything  that 
concerns  people,   they  were  called  back  into  the 
church.     That  afternoon  Andrew  Baker  preached, 
the  congregation  engaged  in  a  season  of  singing, 
and  then  William  McGriger  preached.     A  closing 
prayer  was  offered.     The  assembly  "broke  up 
until  next  day . " 

The  third  and  last  day  of  the  association 
was  devoted  to  business  of  the  churches.  Cub 
Creek  Church  sent  a  query  and  requested  the 
association  to  debate  it  and  notify  the  church 
of  the  correct  answers.     The  moderator  announced 
the  query:     "What  is  a  minister's  duty?  Secondly, 
What  is  a  church  duty?"     One  person  after  another 
arose,   addressed  the  moderator,  was  recognized 
and  made  his  speech.     There  were  as  many  different 
ideas  about  both  questions  as  there  were  speakers 
on  the   subjects.     Finally  a  decision  was  reached: 
The  matter  should  be  referred  back  to  the  church 
for  their  further  consideration.     If  Cub  Creek 
could  not  find  a  satisfactory  answer  help  should 
be  requested  from  some  of  the  sister  churches. 
All  morning  had  been  consumed  by  this  debate 
because  each  person  present  took  the  matter 
seriously . 
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The  afternoon  session  was  devoted  to  debat- 
ing a  query  from  Jersey  church:     "What  shall  be 
done  with  a  woman  in  a  church  that  refused  to 
live  with  her  husband  and  refused  to  give  a 
reason  for  not  living  with  him?"  Following 
thorough  debate  the  deliberative  body  reached 
a  conclusion:     "The  association  counsels  them 
to  hold  church  meetings  and  to  have  Brother 
Tomkins  and  his  wife  present  face  to  face,  and 
if  the  matter  is  too  great  for  them  to  call  for 
helps"  from  sister  churches. 

The  association  appointed  Lazarus  Whitehead 
as  a  delegate  to  the  Sandy  Creek  and  to  the 
Mountain  Associations.     After  deciding  upon  a 
meeting  place  for  the  following  year,   the  dele- 
gates adjourned. 

The  Baptists  at  Jersey  Settlement  turned 
their  attention  upon  need  for  a  new  meeting 
house.     For  several  years  they  had  engaged  them- 
selves in  assisting  other  churches.     They  decided 
to  raise  money  for  construction  of  the  needed 
meeting  house.     Services  at  Holloways  and  ReedTs 
were  continued  as  usual.     Samuel  Barclay  was 
named  trustee  to  replace  Harmon  Butner.  Betsy 
Davis  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismission.  Gasper 
Hedrick   "was  excommunicated  for  stabbing  his 
brother  and  for  drinking  and  swearing  and  other 
ill  behavior . " 

Money  was  raised  for  a  new  meeting  house. 
Difference  of  opinion  arose  as  to  where  it  should 
be  located.     Also,   there  was  a  strong  and  increas- 
ing sentiment  for  holding  all  services  at  a 
central  point,   rather  than  to  go  to  the  "arms" 
of  the  church  in  nearby  settlements  for  two 
week-ends  per  month.     Thomas  Durham  had  extended 
the  ministry  of  the  church  too  far  to  suit  some 
of  the  people.     In  July,   1800,   the  congregation 
decided  to  have  a  central  meeting  place  for  all 
services   and  to  build  the  new  meeting  house  "up 
near  to  Peter  Owens."     The  two  trustees,  Ruben 
Pew  and  Isaac  Wiseman,  were  instructed  to  raise 
all  the  money  they  could.     The  farmers  went  to 
work  and  constructed  the  new  building  in  a 
short  time.     All  of  them  enjoyed  the  work-days, 
and  the  housewives  turned  their  noon  meals  into 
picnics  by  bringing  generous  supplies  of  tasty 
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food  and  serving  the  men  who  worked  at  the  church. 
The  movement  to  concentrate  the  services  at  one 
place  gained  enough  momentum  so  that  in  Septem- 
ber it  was  agreed  that  they  would   "have  no  more 
church  meeting  at  the  upper  meeting  house  at 
Reed's  nor  Holloway's  without  it  is  on  particu- 
lar occasions."  Though  the  more  progressive  mem- 
bers considered  this  both  selfish  and  a  backward 
step,   the  will  of  the  majority  prevailed,  and 
the  people  at  Reed's  and  Holloway's  found  it 
necessary  to  plan  for  assuming  full  responsi- 
bility for  their  own  church  work. 

Peter  Daniel  and  Sukky  Greker  were  con- 
verted in  1800;   Thomas  Adams  and  Molly  Hedrick 
were  dismissed  by  letter;   and  Nathan  Briggs  was 
excluded.     Mr.   Briggs  effected  a  new  approach 
to  withdrawal  from  the  church.     Mr.   and  Mrs. 
James  Brown  publicly  accused  him  "for  his  telling 
of  things  and  then  denying  of  it."     After  Mr. 
Briggs  heard  their  accusation  "he  excluded  him- 
self from  the  church."     On  the  same  day  "Brother 
McCarn"  and  Zacheriah  Chesser  acknowledged  that 
they  had  gone  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  church, 
begged  forgiveness  of  the  church,   promised  to 
be  better  and  were  acquitted  of  charges  and  for- 
given . 

Thomas  Durham  was  losing  his  earlier  leader- 
ship influence  over  the  people  at  Jersey  Settle- 
ment.    The  people  had  lost  their  enthusiasm  for 
helping  the  people  of  nearby  communities.  They 
were  also  quarreling  amongst  themselves.  Fewer 
people  were  being  converted  each  year  and  more 
cases  of  discipline  were  coming  before  the  con- 
gregation.    In  1801  Thomas  Smith  agreed  to  a 
settlement  with  the  church.     The  charges  were 
made  by  Ruben  Pugh  and  Joshua  Conger.  Betsy 
Davis  was,   by  unanimous  vote,   excluded  for  "the 
crime  laid  against  her,   even  of  living  with  a 
man  in  an  unlawful  way."     Molly  Hedrick  was 
excluded  after  a  committee  of  four  men  discussed 
charges  with  her.     Isaac  and  Mary  Wiseman  were 
received  into  the  church  by  experience;  Susannah 
Thomas,   Prescilla  Brown  and  Winnefred  Coats,  by 
letter.     Mr.   and  Mrs.   Abraham  Warford  were 
granted  letters  of  dismission. 
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Thomas  Durham  spent  the  fall  and  early 
winter  of  1801  and  1802  in  a  special  effort  to 
create  a  new  enthusiasm  and  attitude  in  his 
church.     He  preached  with  more  vigor  and  clarity 
than  usual.     The  tide  began  to  turn.  People 
discussed  the  destitute  spiritual  condition  of 
the  community.     There  were  two  conversions  in 
Januarys     Hudson  Hollis  and  Elizabeth  Owens. 
The  pastor  continued  to  preach,   directing  atten- 
tion to  the  sins  of  the  people  and  their  need 
for  the  Savior.     In  June  a  spirit  of  repentance 
swept  across  the  settlement.     Moses  Cox,  Nathan 
Riley,  William  Baird,   Smith  Hill,  Michaga  Hollis, 
Jessy  Rickman,   Joseph  White,   Smith  Merrell, 
Hannah  Cox,   Sophiah  Barns,   Elizabeth  Hill  and 
Elizabeth  Lloyd  presented  themselves  for  member- 
ship by  experience.     Throughout  the  rest  of  the 
year  there  were  conversions  on  Saturdays  and 
Sundays  at  regular  church  services.     The  clerk 
recorded  the  names  of  98  persons  who  joined  the 
church  in  1802.     In  addition  to  those  indicated 
above,   they  were:     James  Morgan,  Mary  Rickman, 
Elisha  Nunnanly,  Robert  Durham,   Lewis  Robley, 
Thomas  Durham,   Lewis  Gilstrap,   Jonathan  Merrell, 
Bidda  Yarbrough ,   Johana  Hartley,   Jane  Durham, 
Elisabeth  Hunt,   Susannah  Merrel,  Mary  Owens, 
Thomas  Gadberry,   Peter  Winkler,   James  Barns, 
James  Gadberry,   Henry  Workman,   Theodore  McKie , 
Robert  Starang,   Silas  Baggett,   John  Holsehouser, 
Moses  Owen,   Allin  Coats,  Richard  Hartly,  John 
Reed,  McKays  Thomas,  Catherine  Workman,  Nancy 
Jestis,  Rachel  Cunningham,   Peninah  Morgan, 
Elizabeth  Workman,   Barberry  Garrin,   Ruth  Workman, 
Hannah  Hampton,   Rachel  Brown,   Sally  Tod,  Charity 
Daniel,   Archibald  Paterson,   Lyda  Reed,  Lucy 
Nicholson,  Mary  Paterson,   John  Wilson,  Hannah 
Tracy,   Asa  White,   Caty  Carn,  Martha  White, 
Sarah  White,  Mary  Daniel,  Mary  Hannah,  James 
Paterson,   Jean  Reed,   Sarah  Merrel,   John  Canady, 
Mildred  McKie,   James  Scean,   Thomas  Hatcher, 
William  Ford,   Amy  Ford,   Elijah  Hunt,   Lyda  Hollis, 
Peggy  McGuire,  Mary  Workman,   Eleanor  Johnston, 
Sarah  McKie  Owens,   Sarah  Patrick  Justice,  James 
Gallimore,   Joseph  Sowers,  Michal  Tracy,  David 
Englar,   Sarah  Englar,   Hannah  Darcy,   George  Smith, 
William  Darcy,   John  Smith,   Cynthia  White,  Nancy 
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Owens,  William  Johnson,   Careheart  Wolling,  James 
Brigs,  Mary  Williams,  Nancy  Merrel,  McCoy's 
Lydda  and  Merrel' s  Hager. 

The  church  excluded  Samuel  Warford  after 
an  accusation  against  him  was   "warmly  debated 
and  left  unsettled"  at  several  successive  church 
conferences.     George  Reed  and   "Sister  Hunt" 
became  embroiled  in  a  dispute  which   tne  church 
was  able  to  settle. 

John  Hunt  felt  a  call  from  God  to  preach 
the  gospel  after  which  he  talked  to  some  of  the 
older  Baptists  about  it.     They  were  pleased  that 
one  of  their  own  at  Jersey  was  inclined  to  become 
a  minister.     They  encouraged  him  to  make  a  public 
statement  and  request  permission  of  the  church 
to  exercise  his  gifts  in  public.     March  5,  1803, 
he   "came  forward,   expressed  an  impression  for 
exhortation,   and  said  he  deserved  the  advice  of 
the  church."     The  members   "gave  him  the  grant 
to  exercise  the  gift."     We  do  not  know  whether 
he  was  given  full  ordination  or  was  only  granted 
permission  to  preach  when  he  had  the  opportunity. 
John  Hunt  was  the  first  minister  to  be  sent  out 
from  Jersey  Church. 

A  church  in  Iredell  County  requested  "part 
of  Brother  Thomas  Durham's  time."     Jersey  Church 
voted  unanimously  to  grant  the  request  which 
action  indicated  that  Jersey  Church  was  not 
requiring  nearly  as  much  of  the  pastor  as  had 
been  the  case  three  or  four  years  earlier. 
Richard  Barns  and  James  Briggs  were  chosen  to 
serve  as  deacons. 

The  spiritual  revival  of  1802  was  still  in 
evidence.     Persons  were  converted  during  nine 
of  the  twelve  months  of  1803,   these  including 
some  of  the  first  Negroes  to  be  admitted  to  the 
church.     As  far  as  we  can  determine  from  the 
records  available  a  person  referred  to  as 
'Baird's  Bob"  was  received  into  the  church  member- 
ship in  1793.     Seven  Negroes  who  were  admitted 
to  membership  were  listed  by  the  clerk  in  the 
order  in  which  they  presented  themselves.  They 
were  named  as   "John  Wilson's  Ben,   Baird's  Tom, 
McCoy's  Squire,   Negro  woman  of  McCoy's  called 
Darcus  Elizabeth,   David  Butler's  servants  William 
and  Phylis  and  Tussey's  Ned."     White  persons  who 
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were  received  were  Henry  Yarborough,  Riland 
Roberts,  Mary  Barns,   Elizabeth  Hollis,  Sally 
Womick,   Nancy  Niclason,   John  Wiseman,  Margaret 
McCoy,  Hannah  Brookshier,   Eleanor  McKie,  Tessy 
Elston,  Mary  Elston,  William  Hollis,  Mary  Gad- 
berry,   James  Bullard,   Ann  Briggs,  William 
Wiseman,   Nancy  Wiseman,   Elizabeth  Jolly  More, 
Mary  Ann  Simpson,   Nicholas  Simpson,   Jacob  Watson, 
Henry  McGuire,  Rosy  Haden,   Susanna  Strange, 
Francis  Strange,   Robert  Cunningham,  Eleanor 
MacAtee,   Rachel  Helsley,   Elizabeth  Bradshew, 
Sarah  Miller,   Henry  Lynn,   Richard  Owen,  Eliza- 
beth Cooper,   Eve  Helsley,   Gean  Merrell  and 
Barbery  Robley. 

While  all  these  new  members  were  being 
brought  in  upon  a  wave  of  confessing  sin  and 
dedication  to  Christ,   the  devil  seems  to  have 
become  more  active  in  Jersey  Settlement.  James 
Barns  was  excluded  "for  the  transgression  of 
adultryc"     When  "Brother  Brooks  and  Brother 
Chaffin"  were  in  a  controversy,   twelve  members 
were  named  on  a  committee  to  examine  the  case, 
and  upon  their  recommendation  James  Brooks  was 
excluded.     An  accusation  was  presented  against 
two  Negro  members,    "Mr.   Baird ' s  Bob  and  Judge 
McCoy's  Hannah."     Later  the  case  was  dropped. 
A  committee  of  six  settled  a  matter  between 
"Brother  Englar  and  Brother  Walling."  John 
Haulhauser  was  excluded  for  causes  not  recorded. 

A  new  mood  swept  over  the  church  in  1804 
when  twelve  members  were  gained  and  twenty-one 
were  lost.     Two  young  men  offered  themselves 
for  the  gospel  ministry.     Seven  cases  of  dis- 
cipline were  tried.     Elizabeth  Sutton,  Clement 
Leonore,  Mrs.   Clement  Leonore,  William  Peacock, 
and  Mr.   and  Mrs.   John  Crook  were  admitted  to 
the  church  by  letter.     Elizabeth  Wiseman,  Suky 
Macatee,   Lucy  Brooks,   Sarah  Smith,   Isaac  Cotton 
and  Elijah  Been  joined  by  experience.  Letters 
of  dismission  were  granted  to  Mr.   and  Mrs.  Thomas 
Smith,   John  Reed,   Jean  Reed,  Mr.   and  Mrs.  James 
Morgan,  Mr.    and  Mrs.  William  Hollis,   Lyda  Reed, 
Isom  Wood,  Mr.   and  Mrs.   Joseph  White,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Moses  Cox  and   "Sister  Pratt."     Mrs.  Moses 
Owen  was,   by  her  own  choice,   excluded   "for  her 
departing  and  not  living  with  her  husband." 
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Five  months  later  her  husband,  Moses  Owen  was 
excluded   "for  not  going  according  to  the  rules 
of  the  church."     The  action  of  the  church  was: 
"we  declare  an  unfellowship  with  the  said  Owens." 
The  church  declared  unfellowship  with  Sarah 
Miller  for  "adultry."     Lewis  Gilstrap  was  re- 
lieved of  membership  after  his  case  was  dis- 
cussed at  six  successive  church  conferences, 
"for  continued  transgressions."     Peter  Winkler 
and  Silas  Bogget  were  excluded  for  reasons  not 
stated.     James  Patterson  was  acquitted  of  charges 
"in  consequence  of  telling  contradictory  stories." 

John  Wiseman  and  Mishaiah  Hollis  told  the 
church  that  the  Lord  had  called  them  to  preach. 
After  thorough  discussion  "the  church  limited 
them  to  exercise  their  talents  in  public  so  far. 
If  weighted  with  a  text  of  scripture  they  have 
priviledge . " 

Under  the  influence  of  the  revival  people 
became  disturbed  by  observing  more  evils  in 
everyday  life.     The  church  had  grown  large  in 
size,  with  more  than  two  hundred  members,  more 
than  one-half  of  these  having  joined  in  two 
years.     Many  who  had  joined  in  recent  months 
grew  careless  and  indifferent  towards  the  church 
almost  immediately.     Thomas  Durham  and  the 
deacons  urged  the  church  to  take  action.  Many 
persons  who  attended  church  were  disorderly  in 
the    sanctuary.     The  older  people  who  remembered 
the  orderly  worship  of  John  Gano's  ministry  were 
deeply  disturbed.     On  August  4,   1804,   the  church 
appointed  a  committee  of  five  men  "to  admonish 
the  brethren  and  sisters  for  not  attending 
church  meetings."     Also,   a     plan  was  adopted, 
"in  consequence  of  disorder,   that  a  moderator 
be  appointed  every  church  meeting  to  admonish 
and  keep  order. " 

September  22,   1804,   the  clerk  noted  that 
the  church  contributed  twelve  shillings  for  use 
by  the  association.     That  is  the  first  record 
of  any  specific  amount  of  money  being  contri- 
buted to  the  support  of  associational  activities. 

Jersey  Church  was  requested  to  help  con- 
stitute a  church  at  Lick  Creek.     Thomas  Durham 
knew  the  people  at  Lick  Creek  would  not  be 
strong  enough  to  have  a  church  with  a  full 
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program  of  work.     So  he  convinced  them  to  apply 
to  Jersey  for  sponsorship.     He  also  wanted  Jersey 
to  express  more  missionary  concern  than  had  been 
shown  for  the  past  few  years.     He  had  been  dis- 
appointed when  Jersey  reduced  the  number  of  its 
services  and  withdrew  support  from  Reed's  and 
Holloway's.     The  Jersey  congregation  agreed  to 
sponsor  Lick  Creek  as  an  "arm." 

James  Brooks,  who  had  been  excluded  from  the 
church  two  years  earlier,   appeared  before  the 
church  in  1805,   confessed  the  error  of  his  way 
and  asked  to  be  reinstated.     The  church  "again 
received  him  into  the  fellowship  of  the  church." 
William  Workman,  Unity  Haden,   Jessy  Davis  and 
John  Hemby  were  received  by  experience.  John 
and  Critty,    "two  black  peoples  of  Jessy  Haden's," 
were  received  by  letter.     Letters  of  dismission 
were  granted  to  Peter  Daniel,   Sally  McKie,  "Sis- 
ter" Hannah,   John  Wiseman,   Jessy  Davis,  Robert 
Cunningham,   John  Dedman,  William  Baird,  Gershaw 
Hunt  and  Mrs.   Gershaw  Hunt. 

Church  discipline  came  to  be  applied  to 
nearly  any  misunderstanding  between  members  of 
the  church.     Elder  Thomas  Durham,   Isaac  Wiseman 
and  John  Hollis  were  able  to  settle  a  dispute 
"between  Brother  White  Reed  and  Brother  Murphy." 
Mr.   R.   Heartley  owed  Mr.   Robley  some  money, 
which  he  refused  to  pay.     Mr.   Robley  requested 
the  church  to  help  him  collect  the  money.  The 
church  named  three  men  to  deal  with  this  com- 
plaint.    Three  months  later  they  reported  that 
the  debt  was  paid  and  the  two  men  were  recon- 
ciled.    When  a  dispute  between  Mr.  Walling  and 
Mr.   Englar  was  made  public,   the  church  "laid 
Brother  Walling  under  censure." 

The  population  had  increased  rapidly  since 
1755.     The  large  farms  were  being  broken  up  into 
smaller  units  either  bv  sale  of  small  tracts  of 
land  or  by  the  inheritance  practices.    John  Reed 
had  his  will  recorded  June  6,   1805.     To  his  wife 
he  left   "the  room  of  the  east  end  of  my  house 
together  with  my  household  furniture,   the  mare, 
the  cow  and  calf,  with  the  privilege  of  a  sup- 
port on  the  plantation  during  her  natural  life." 
He  had  already  helped  each  son  build  a  house  on 
a  tract  of   land  large  enough  for  a  good  farm. 
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He  gave  son  John  the  farm  on  which  he  lived  on 
Flat  Creek.     David  and  Noah  were  awarded  the 
farms  they  cultivated  beside  the  Yadkin  River. 
Moses  was  given  the  home  place  with  these  stipu- 
lations:    "all  my  sheep  but  3  reserved  for  my 
wife   Mary;   also  one  sow  to  my  wife,   all  cattle 
and  hogs  to  Moses;  wagon  to  be  equally  for  the 
use  of  Moses  and  Noah."  He  designated  as  execu- 
tors  "wife  and  friend  John  Hampton,"  and  willed 
his  only  daughter,   Polly  Lewis,    "$10.00  in 
money . " 

An  exodus  of  people  weakened  the  work  of 
the  church  in  1806.     Martha  Moore,   Sally  Hunt, 
Elizabeth  Sphers  and  Will,    "a  black  man  of  Mr. 
Kelly,"  joined  the  church  by  experience,  and 
Thomas  Tucker  by  letter.     Letters  of  dismission 
were  granted  to  Mrs.   Smith  Hill,  Nancy  Justice, 
Mr.    and  Mrs.   Rickman,   Patrick  Justice,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.   Joseph  Justice,    "Sister"  Roblin,  "Brother 
Kily,"  Rohn  Wilson,   John  and  Elizabeth  Hunt, 
Mr.   and  Mrs.   Garren,  Mr.    and  Mrs.   Thomas  Gadberry, 
Mr.    and  Mrs.   Frederick  Smith.     Five  men  were 
engaged  in  a  serious  misunderstanding:  James 
Paterson,  Michal  Tracy,   David  Englan,   John  Hunt 
and  Josiah  Owen.     The  church  heard  arguments 
about  the  grievances  and   "James  Paterson  was 
laid  under  censure."     The  church  "declared 
unf el lowsh ip "  with  Odlin  More     but  the  charges 
were  not  made  clear.     Robert  Strange  was  excluded 
"for  repeated  transgressions";   James  Gallimore 
"for  drunkenness  and  going  of  disorderly;"  Lidda 
Reed   "for  having  a  base  born  child  on  the  evi- 
dence of  Brother  Thomas  Smith  from  Caintuck" ; 
and  Mary  Williams   "for  whoredom." 

The  following  year,   1807,  was  one  of  recon- 
ciliation.    There  was  a  feeling  of  regret  and 
guilt  about  so  many  quarrels  and  about  so  many 
people  leaving  the  church  because  they  were 
tired  of  the  atmosphere  created  by  misunder- 
standing.    When  Mr.   Simpson  was  confronted 
about  his  misconduct,    "he  came  forward,  con- 
fessed his  fault,  which  gave  satisfaction  to 
the  church,"  and  received  forgiveness  of  the 
church.     A  committee  investigated   "an  unhappi- 
ness"  between  David  Englar  and  Capehart  Wolling, 
reported  that  Mr.   Englar  was   "faulty  and  remains 
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obstinate,"  and  the  congregation  "suspended  him 
from  the  privileges  of  the  same."  Capehart 
Wolfing  was  soon  restored  to  his  former  privi- 
leges.    David  Englar  and  Elijah  Hunt  had  some 
trouble  which  was  discussed  three  times  in 
church  conference  and  then  was   settled  to  the 
satisfaction  of  everyone.     Henry  Yarborough  was 
"laid  under  censure  for  profane  swearing." 

That  year  the  church  was  engaged  in  a  con- 
troversy about  the  ordination  of  a  minister.  On 
May  2,   a  query  was  debated  at  conference:  "Is 
it  gospel  order  to  ordain  a  minister  in  the 
itenery  order?"     By  August  1  the  debate  shifted 
to  the  query:    "How  would  the     association  fellow- 
ship the  ordaining  of  a  preacher  in  the  itene- 
rant order?"     Since  there  was  no  ordination  of 
a  minister  following  the  debate,  we  may  assume 
that  the  church  adopted  a  policy  of  not  ordain- 
ing an  itinerant  minister. 

How  seriously  some  of  the  Jersey  settlers 
took  religion  may  be  seen  in  the  wording  of  the 
will  of  Gresham  Hunt,   recorded  in  1807.     He  said, 
"First  of  all,   I  give  and  recommend  my  soul  in 
the  hands  of  almighty  God  that  gave  it,   and  my 
body  I  recommend  to  the  earth  to  be  buried  in 
decent  Christian  burial  at  the  Discretion  of  my 
executors,   nothing  doubting  that  at  the  general 
resurrection  I  shall  receive  the  same  again  by 
the  mighty  power  of  God,   and  as  touching  such 
worldly  estate  wherewith  it  has  pleased  God  to 
bless  me  in  this  life,   I  give  and  demise  and 
dispose  of  the  same  in  the  following  manner  and 
form."     The  manner  of  the  disposition  of  his 
property  indicates  the  prevailing  understanding 
about  respective  roles  of  men  and  women.  He 
willed  to  son  David  100  acres  of  land;  son 
Elijah  110  acres  of   land;   son  Abraham  all  the 
rest  of  the  land;  wife  Elizabeth  all  household 
furniture  and  household  property;   and  to  each 
of  his  six  daughters  five  shillings  in  money. 

John  Reed  presented  himself  for  membership 
by  letter  on  February  28,   1807,   and  was  received. 
A  few  minutes  later  he  addressed  the  moderator, 
requested  a  letter  of  dismission,  and  was  granted 
the  letter.     John  Wilson  also  withdrew  by  letter. 
Elizabeth  Hill,   Nathan  Kily  and  Hannah  Traler 
were  received  by  letter;   and  Zacheriah  Macatee, 
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Tempy  Coats,    "Mr.   Kelly's  Amy"  and  Jonathan 
Wiseman  were  admitted  to  membership  by  experience. 

Elder  and  Mrs.   Thomas  Durham  left  the  church 
in  March,   1808,   and  were  received  into  the  mem- 
bership again  on  July  2.     The  records  do  not 
indicate  whether  he  resigned  as  pastor.  In 
fact,  his  name  fails  to  appear  in  the  records 
at  this  point  except  in  relation  to  this  trans- 
fer of  membership.     Others  who  were  dismissed 
by  letter  were:     Mary  Gilstrap,  Mr.    and  Mrs. 
John  Hollis,  Michsiah  Hollis,  Casper  Hedrick, 
Elizabeth  Shpers  and  Sarah  White.     Polly  Wilson 
and  Thomas  Tucker  were  received  by  experience. 
Casper  Hedrick   "came  forward  and  made  confession 
of  his  past  conduct  and  was  restored  to  his 
former  privileges."     James  Paterson  also  made 
confessions  and  was  restored  to  membership. 

Providence  Church  sent  a  request  for  help, 
and  the  Jersey  congregation  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  render  assistance.     James  Briggs  was 
elected  deacon.     Bignal  Simpson  was  "debarred 
from  church  privileges"  because  of  his  moral 
conduct,   to  be  excluded  from  membership  two 
years  later  for  public  drunkenness. 

Pressure  was  applied  by  the  church  upon 
those  who  grew  careless  about  attendance.  Wil- 
liam Ford,   Jesse  Haden,   Polly  Willis  and  Theo- 
dore McKie  were   "cited  to  church  meeting." 
Theodore  McKie  was  excluded;   the  others  "made 
excuse"  and  were  retained  as  members.     T.  Smith 
Hill  was  excluded  for  "immoral  conduct." 

Four  members  were  excluded  in  1809:  James 
Gadberry  for  "going  away  in  disorder  and  con- 
tinuance in  immorality,"     David  Englar  "for  dis- 
order," James  Patterson   "for  immorality,"  and 
Jonathan  Wiseman  for  "going  away  in  disorder." 
George  Reed,  Mr.   and  Mrs.   Samuel  Barclay  and 
Jonathan  Merrel  were  "cited  to  meeting,"  but 
"gave  satisfaction."     Abigail  Merrill  and  Mary 
Briggs  were  received  by  letter. 

The  church  was  confronted  by  a  new  kind  of 
decision  when  a  slave,  Ned,   told  the  pastor  and 
some  of  the  other  leaders  that  he  had  a  vision 
and  the  Lord  told  him  to  preach.  Considerable 
discussion  followed,  and   "Brother  Ned  obtained 
leave  of  the  church  to  exhort  when  weighted  with 
the  same  in  and  about  the  bounds  of  the  church." 
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Chapter  5 

A  LONG  DRY  SPELL ,   THEN  SHOWERS 

A  long  period  of  relative  inactivity  set 
in.     From  1810  through  1833  only  fifty-five 
persons  joined  Jersey  Church.     Fifty-four  per- 
sons were  dismissed  during  the  same  time. 
During  eight  of  those  twenty-three  years  there 
were  no  additions  at  all.     Not  as  much  attention 
was  given  to  discipline  as  in  the  past.  There 
is  evidence  of  practically  no  help  rendered  to 
other  churches  or  to  the  denomination.     The  con- 
gregation did  not  worship  as  often  as  in  the 
past . 

In  1810,    "Sister  Sutten"  was  dismissed  by 
letter;   there  were  no  additions.     Josiah  and 
Betty  Ann  Owen  had  "an  unhappiness  between" 
them  and  the  pastor,   Isaac  Wiseman,   Jean  Durham 
and  Mary  Wiseman  were  chosen  "to  labor  with  them 
and  strive  with  them  for  a  reconciliation."  The 
committee  failed  in  its  effort  and  a  month  later 
"Brother"  Barns  and  Isaac  Wiseman  were  appointed 
to  make  another  effort  to  reconcile  them.  They 
failed.     Two  months  later  John  Park  and  Smith 
Merrill  were  requested  to  assist  in  the  matter. 
Three  months  later  Betty  Ann  Owen  was  excluded 
"for  disobeying  the  church,"  while  Josiah  Owen 
was  exonerated  and  remained  a  member  in  good 
standing.     Three  persons  were  excluded  that 
year  for  "adultry:"     Nancy  Jestis  Serat,  Robert 
Arnold  and  Josiah  Owen's  Negro  woman,  Sal." 
Henry  Yarborough  "was  cited  to  church,  but  gave 
satisf  acti  on . " 

The  following  year  Lydda  Wood,  Charity 
Davis   and  Mely  Durham  were  received  by  expe- 
rience,  and  "Sister  Coats"  was  dismissed  by 
letter.     Henry  Yarborough  was  cited  to  church 
again,   as  was  the  case  for  about  once  a  year 
until  he  was  excluded  in  1813  for  "disobedience 
and  immorality."     A  quarrel  arose  between  two 
women,   and   "a  grievance  was  laid  in  by  Polly 
Richardson  against  Elizabeth  Loyd."     Both  Mary 
Richardson,   probably  Polly's  sister  and  Eliza- 
beth Loyd  were   "laid  under  censure  for  pointed 
contradictions."     Later  Mary  Richardson  was 
received  back  into  full  fellowship  of  the  church 
and  Elizabeth  was  excluded.     Easter  Briggs  was 
excluded  f or  "adultry . " 
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It  appears  that  during  this  period  the 
chief  concern  of  the  church  was  preaching,  re- 
ceiving or  dismissing  a  few  members  and  disci- 
pline.    In  1812  Jonathan  Merrell  was  excluded 
for  disobeying  the  church.     Thomas  Durham  was 
accused  by  John  Smith  of  false  swearing,  and 
"after  serious  investigation,"  the  accused  man 
was  excluded.  Ruben  Yarborough,   Josiah  Wiseman, 
Hezekiah  Owen,   Nancy  Wiseman,   Ann  Warford,  "Mr. 
Chamber's  woman  of  colour  Bridget,"  Susannah 
Workman  and   "Old  Brutis  of  Colour"  were  received 
by  experience;   and  Polly  Williams   "made  recanta- 
tion and  was  received."     Susannah  Mines,  Sally 
Hodg  and  John  Smith  were  dismissed  by  letter. 
John  Smith  decided  to  leave  the  church  as  a 
result  of  his  controversy  with  Thomas  Durham 
over  "false  swearing."     Lick  Creek  Church  sent 
a  petition  to  Jersey  Church,   and  three  men  were 
appointed  to  help  the  sister  church. 

Only  one  person  was  cited  to  church  meeting 
in  1813.     Nancy  Wiseman,   Sarah  Wiseman,   Eve  Smith, 
and  "an  old  woman  of  colour"  joined  by  experience. 
Darkes  Sheperd,   Susannah  Greer,   Nancy  Nicholson, 
Becca  Serat,  Mary  Briggs  and  "Brother  Lane"  were 
dismissed  by  letter. 

John  Hamby  was  excluded  in  1814  for  "dis- 
order and  disobedience";   also  excluded  was  "Ned, 
Man  of  colour"  for  "theft  from  his  master." 
Rachel,    "woman  of  colour,"  joined  by  experience 
and  "Brother  Brudos,  man  of  colour"  was  dismissed 
by  letter.     Two  deacons  were  elected  and  ordained: 
Richard  Barns  and  "Bro.   James  Briggs." 

John  Hamby  and  James  Gadberry  were  excluded 
in  1815.     Mr.   Gadberry  for  "going  away  in  dis- 
order and  continuance  in  immorality."     A  contro- 
versy between  John  Durham  and  Lidda  Wood  was 
"settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  church  and 
both  partys."     Eaton's  Church  petitioned  Jersey 
Church  for  help  and  three  persons  were  sent  from 
Jersey . 

In  1816  "Brutis,  man  of  colour"  was  received 
by  letter;   and  Elizabeth  Workman,  Michal  McCam 
and  Henry  Workman  were  granted  letters  of  dis- 
mission.    The  church  considered  a  controversy 
between  Richard  Owen  and  John  Park,   and  a 
committee  of  six  men  settled  it.     The  following 
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year  the  church  lost  nine  persons  by  letter  and 
gained  none.     Those  who  left  were  Sophia  Beck, 
Sally  Go,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Durham,  Mr.   and  Mrs. 
Smith  Merrell,  Mely  Durham,  William  Humphry  and 
Jean  Park. 

For  several  years  the  church  clerk  made  no 
mention  of  a  pastor.     In  July,   1817,   James  Briggs 
and  William  Workman  bore  a  letter  to  Tom's  Creek 
Church,   soliciting  a  part  of  the  time  of  Nathan 
Riley's  services  as  pastor.     The  same  day  it 
was  decided  that  the  church  would  send  James 
Briggs,  Richard  Barns  and  Isaac  Wiseman  to  Lick 
Creek  Church  to  help  ordain  Ely  Lord  and  John 
Hodge.     In  September  the  church  sent  a  contri- 
bution of  $1.32^  to  the  association. 

During  the  ten  year  period  from  1818  through 
1827  only  ten  persons  joined  the  church;  seven 
were  dismissed  by  letter  and  one  was  excluded 
for  breaking  a  rule.     Those  who  joined  were: 
Elizabeth  Owen  by  letter  in  1819;  Nancy  Grub 
by  experience  in  1821;   Jean  Park  by  letter  in 
1823;  Mary  Howerton  and  Lucy  Reed  by  letter  and 
Jacob  "a  man  of  colour"  by  experience  in  1826; 
Agnes  Durham,  Richard  Owen  and  Charles  and  John, 
"men  of  colour,"  by  experience  in  1827.  Letters 
were  granted  as  follows  to  Ann  Cross,  William 
Workman  and  Mrs.  William  Workman  in  1819.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.   Josiah  Owen  in  1821;   "Brother  Nunaby" 
in  1822;   Peggy  McCoy  and  Fanny  McGuire  in  1825. 
The  first  year  of  that  period   "the  church  was 
unanimous  in  petitioning  the  Yadkin  Association 
for  dismission,"  and  George  Smith  and  Isaac 
Wiseman  were  sent  "as  messengers  to  the  Pee  Dee 
Association  the  Saturday  before  the  third  Sunday 
in  October."     The  only  other  reference  to  associ- 
ation by  the  church  clerk  indicates  that  Abbott's 
Creek  Church  requested  Jersey  Church  to  send 
messengers  to  consult  about  forming  a  new  associ- 
ation,  and  Hezekiah  Owen,  George  Smith,  and 
Isaac  Wiseman  were  appointed.     The  Abbott's 
Creek  Union  Association  was  organized  November 
12,  1825. 

There  was  not  enough  interest  during  the 
time  to  demand  a  firm  church  discipline.  In 
1819  a  contradiction  between  "Brethren  Robling 
and  Zacheriah  Macatee"  was  reconciled.     A  con- 
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troversy  between  Hezekiah  Owen  and  Lidda  Wood 
was   settled.     In  1825  Zackeriah  Macatee  accused 
"Brother  Careheart"  of  'owing  him  a  sum  of  money 
which  he  delayed  to  pay,"  but  the  matter  was 
dropped.     Lidda  Wood  was  accused  that  year  of 
"swearing  false."     She  was   "convicted  by  evi- 
dence and  excluded  from  fellowship  for  the  same." 

Two  deacons  were  chosen  and  ordained  in 
1823:     Henry  McGuire  and  Hezekiah  Owen.     In  1824 
the  church  unanimously  agreed  to  set  apart  the 
Friday  before  the  Lord's  Day  in  April  next  as 
fast  to  the  Lord.     The  first  reference  is  made 
to  a  contribution  to  Baptist  work  outside  the 
association  since  the  early  life  of  Jersey  Church. 
March  2,   1824,    "the  church  contributed  $4.83  3/4 
to  Robert  T.   Daniel,  missionary  for  the  Baptists." 
In  1826,   brethren  who  lived  near  John  Charles' 
school  house  requested  help  and  Jersey  Church 
appointed  three  members  to  go. 

A  new  plan  was  adopted  in  1826  whereby  wine 
would  be  provided  by  different  church  members 
for  communion  services.     The  church   "classed  the 
male  members  two  and  two  to  supply  by  turns, 
beginning  with  Henry  Lynn  and  Isaac  Wiseman." 

In  June  1827  William  Dowd  was  called  to 
serve  as  pastor,   and  a  new  day  of  growth  and 
vitality  began.     That  year  Agnes  Durham,  Richard 
Owen  and  Charles  and  John,    "men  of  colour"1  joined 
by  experience.     Persons  joined  the  church  by 
experience  six  different  months  in  1828  under 
the  preaching  of  William  Dowd.     One  was  received 
by  letter,   Ann  McBride.     By  experience  came  Tom, 
Moses,   Polly  Thomas,   Jane  Durham,  Willis,  Bob, 
Alford,   Jesse,  Massy  Thomas,  Polly  Warrick, 
Bethany,   Nancy  Owen,   Pat,   Edith  Owen  and  Dinah. 
Henry  Lynn  was  dismissed  by  letter. 

A  three-way  controversy  involved  Zackeriah 
Macatee.     Elder  Joseph  Pickler  accused  Macatee 
of   "untruth".     Three  persons  were  appointed  to 
investigate.     Three  months  later  the  committee 
reported  that  the  trouble  was  not  between  Pickler 
and  Macatee,  but  was  between  "Brother"  Potts  and 
Macatee.     Robert  Durham  was  then  requested  to 
serve  with  an  impartial  investigator  from  the 
Fork  Church  and   "gain  more  light  on  the  subject." 
Two  months  later,   following  more  thorough  invest!- 
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gation,   the  church  excluded  Macatee.     The  same 
day  Macatee  was  excluded  "Brother"  Robling  was 
reported  to  be  living  outside  the  church  agree- 
ment; when  he  was  confronted,  he  confessed  guilt 
and  was  excluded.     James  Owen,  Mary  Windows, 
Henry  and  Pat  were  received  by  experience  in  1829. 
Mary  Howerton  was  granted  a  letter  of  dismission. 
The  church  was  requested  to  help  Mary  Richardson, 
but  there  was  considerable  discussion  as  to 
whether  she  was  an  object  of  charity. 

Abbott's  Creek  Association  met  at  Jersey 
in  1829.     Lick  Creek,  Jersey  Settlement,  Abbott's 
Creek,  Hunt's  Fork,  Timber  Ridge,  Big  Creek, 
Tom's  Creek,  Jamestown,  New  Friendship,  Mount 
Tabor  and  Liberty  Baptist  Churches  were  repre- 
sented,  reporting  a  total  of  five  hundred  and 
thirty-six  members  in  the  eleven  churches  in- 
cluding fifty-five  persons  baptized  during  the 
year.     Jersey  reported  sixty-four  members. 

Margaret  Strange,   Humphrey  Owen  and  Ann 
Feezor  joined  by  experience  in  1830.     Dinah,  "a 
woman  of  colour,"  was  investigated  by  a  commit- 
tee of  three  women  of  the  church;  the  charges 
were  withdrawn.     Elizabeth  Owen  and  Ann  McBride 
were  granted  letters.     Josiah  Wiseman  told  the 
church  that  he  felt  the  urge  to  "exercise  his 
gift."     The  church  "authorized  the  clerk  to  give 
Brother  Josiah  Wiseman  a  letter  to  preach  the 
gospel  as  we  think  he  is  divinely  called  to  the 
work,  to  exercise  his  gift  when  and  where  he 
feels  it  his  duty . " 

In  1831  the  church  held  regular  conferences 
and  preaching  each  month,  received  Margaret 
Smith,   Lucy  Durham  and  John  Merrill's  Tabor 
"a  black  woman"  by  experience,   excluded  Jesse 
for  theft,   and  granted  a  letter  to  Elenor  McKay 
in  Tennessee. 

William  Dowd  continued  to  serve  as  pastor, 
each  year  the  church  renewing  its  call  and 
sending  him  a  letter  to  that  effect.     A  plan  was 
adopted  in  1832  by  which  the  church  would  engage 
in  a  three-day  revival  meeting  each  year,  with 
several  guest  ministers  preaching.  Elders 
"Pickler,  William  Burch  and  Carel"  preached 
during  the  first   "three  days  meeting  commencing 
on  Friday  before  the  third  Lord's  day"  in  July, 
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1832.     "Anaky  a  woman  of  colour  belonging  to 
A.   J.  Kelly"  was  converted  during  the  meeting. 
Others  were  revived  with  enthusiasm,   and  four 
other  slaves  were  converted  that  year:  "Loose, 
a  girl  of  colour  belonging  to  Asten  Bracher, 
Dolle,   the  property  of  Burrel  R.  Roberts  by  the 
permission  of  Mashae  Pinkston,   guardian  for  B. 
R.  Roberts,"  Nancy  and  Peggy.     Mr.   and  Mrs.  James 
Owen  were  dismissed  by  letter. 

Jersey  Settlement  Baptist  Church,   along  with 
Lick  Creek,  Abbott's  Creek,  Tom's  Creek,  James- 
town,  Liberty  and  Holloway's,   organized  the 
Liberty  Association  September  24,   1832.  Elder 
William  Burch  was  appointed  moderator  and  Peter 
Owen  clerk.     Josiah  Wiseman,  George  and  Humphrey 
Owen  were  messengers  representing  Jersey. 
Josiah  Wiseman  was  named  a  messenger  to  the 
Raleigh  Association  from  the  Liberty  Association. 
Another  meeting  was  held  in  November  to  which 
Jersey  sent  four  messengers  and  $1.15  in  money. 

Evidence  of  a  quickened  conscience  on  the 
part  of  the  people  manifest  itself  in  two  events. 
"Brother  Warford  entered  a  complaint  against 
himself  for  intoxication"  and  was  deprived  of 
church  privileges  for  a  while  but  was  not  ex- 
cluded from  membership.     The  church  examined 
very  carefully  the  question  of  whether  to  or- 
dain Josiah  Wiseman  as  a  minister  of  the  gospel. 
In  August  the  members  discussed  whether  or  not 
he  should  be  ordained.     Another  discussion  left 
the  matter  unsettled  in  September.     The  matter 
was  discussed  privately  and  publicly  for  three 
more  months.     On  December  14  the  church  "agreed 
that  Brother  Josiah  Wiseman  be  ordained  to  the 
ministry...   and  Brother  Richard  Owen,   clerk  of 
the  church,  to  send  letters  to  these  three 
ministering  brethren,   namely  Brother  Carel, 
Brother  Pickler  and  Burch,  by  order  of  the 
church  to  proceed  to  the  ordination  on  Friday 
and  Saturday  before  the  third  Sunday  in  February 
next."     On  February  16,   1833,   the  above  named 
ministers  examined  Josiah  Wiseman  at  length, 
and  also  examined  Humphrey  Owen  as  a  candidate 
for  deacon.     After  several  hours  of  discussion 
about  beliefs,   experiences,   church  work  and 
preaching,   they  agreed  to  recommend  that  the 
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church  ordain  the  two  men.     The  ordination  was 
completed  on  Sunday,   February  17. 

Josiah  Wiseman  was  appointed  a  messenger 
to  the  Yadkin  Association,  was  requested  to 
preach  the  introductory  sermon  at  the  meeting 
to  be  held  at  Holloway's  meeting  house  in  1833 
and  was  asked  to  serve  as  host  pastor  at  a 
communion  meeting  to  be  held  at  Jersey  Settle- 
ment commencing  on  Friday  before  the  third  Lord's 
day  in  July,  1833. 

The  experience  of  examining  and  ordaining 
one  of  the  men  seems  to  have  created  an  atmos- 
phere for  a  revival  of  both  interest  and  work 
in  the  church.     A  month  after  Josiah  Wiseman 
was   ordained,   questions  arose  as  to  how  many 
members  were  in  the  church.     The  clerk  was 
requested  to  ascertain  the  number  of  members 
at  the  next  meeting.     The  clerk  did  not  have  a 
statement  in  April  because  everyone  had  been 
careless  about  making  and  keeping  records  for 
several  years.     The  church  "agreed  that  there 
be  a  committee  to  arrange  the  church  book  and 
ascertain  the  number  of  members  and  report  to 
the  next  meeting."     George  Smith,  "Sister" 
McGuire,   Elizabeth  Owen  and  Richard  Owen,  Jr., 
made  the  study  and  two  months  later  reported 
that  the  church  had   sixty-eight  members.  Up 
to  that  time,   June,   in  1833,   two  members  had 
been  dismissed  by  letter,    "Sister  Winders  and 
Brother  Dansey, "     and  no  one  had  joined  the 
church . 

In  July  two  members  were  added  by  letter: 
Elizabeth  McCrary  and  Polly  Miller.  Between 
August  3  and  December  23  a  total  of  fifty-six 
persons  joined  the  church  by  experience,  and 
the  membership  was  increased  rather  suddenly 
from  sixty  eight  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-four. 
There  were  two  meetings  of  several  days  dura- 
tion each  during  this  time,   obviously  because 
the  people  of  the  community  were  aroused  so 
much  that  they  demanded  the  meetings.  The 
first  of  these  meetings  started  on  Saturday, 
November  16,   and  was  concluded  on  Sunday, 
November  24.     The  second  meeting  lasted  three 
days  from  December  21  through  December  23.  The 
following  persons  were  converted  that  year: 
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Aaron  Yarborough,   Phillip,  William  W.  Wiseman, 
Mr.   and  Mrs.  Wilson  Wiseman,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Wiseman,  Mathias  Long,  Mrs.  Barbara  Long,  Mar- 
garet Roach,   Polly  Roach,   Elizabeth  Roach,  John 
Roach,   Jacob  Long,   Ebenezer  Smith,  Mrs.  Jane 
Smith,   Polly  Durham,   Elizabeth  Womack,  Richard 
0.  Wiseman,   Susan  Smith,   Jonathan  Merrell,  Ruth 
Durham,   Alfred  McCrary,   Jesse  Wiseman,  Catherine 
Wilson,   Ellen  Wiseman,   Phillis,  Mary  Owen,  Eliza 
Wiseman,   Benjamin  Strange,   Isaac  N.  Wiseman, 
Susan  Wiseman,   Agnes  Gibbons,   Isaac  Kenney,  Lewis 
Gibbons  Jeffrey,  Hester  Ward,   Nancy  Macquire, 
Alfred  Smith,  Elizabeth  Feezar,   Patience,  Mary 
Cooper,   Jacob  Feezar,   John  Cornelison,  Jr., 
Nancy  Miller,  Mr.   and  Mrs.   Frost  Merrill,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.   Jacob  Miller,  Mr.   and  Mrs.   Peter  Miller, 
John  Cornelison,   Sr.,   Benjamin  Roach,   Joel  Owen, 
George  and  Margaret  Ward.     In  this  atmosphere 
of  revival  Jesse  Haden  wrote  a  letter  "praying 
restoration."     Five  members  studied  his  request 
and  examined  him  carefully.     Then  they  reported 
"that  they  were  satisfied  that  he  was  healed 
from  his  back  slidden  state.     The  report  con- 
curred in  and  he  was  restored  to  full  fellow- 
ship of  the  church."     Isaac  Wiseman  was  involved 
in  a  controversy,  but  the  matter  was  'reconciled." 
"Brother  Warford"  was  censured,   then  excommuni- 
cated . 

That  year  the  church  extended  help  to 
"brother  and  sister  Briggs."     Members  were 
appointed  to  help  both  Lick  Creek  and  Liberty 
Baptist  Churches.     Once  again  Jersey  Church  was 
assuming  a  role  of  leadership  in  the  Yadkin 
Valley.     Also,   the  Baptist  State  Convention 
requested  the  services  of  Josiah  Wiseman  as 
mis  sionary . 

Early  the  following  year  Elders  Pickler 
and  Josiah  Wiseman  conducted  a  service  of  ordin- 
ation for  two  deacons,   Alfred  Smith  and  Wilson 
Wiseman . 

The  Baptists  who  resided  near  Reed's  Meet- 
ing House  petitioned  Jersey  Church  to  permit 
them  to  hold  church  meeting  and  receive  members, 
and  Richard  Owen  was  appointed   "to  record  the 
proceedings  and  make  return  to  the  church." 
Josiah  Wiseman  was  called  to  serve  as  Pastor  at 
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Jersey  Church.     New  attention  was  given  to  ob- 
servance of  the  Lord's  Supper,   and  "the  sacra- 
ment of  the  Lord's  Supper"  was  to  be  administered 
in  April  and  July  of  each  year.     Elders  Culpepper, 
Carrol  and  Josiah  Wiseman  ordained  Isaac  Kinney, 
a  deacon,   the  two  sermons  being  preached  by 
Elders  Culpepper  and  Brooks. 

The  revival  which  had  broken  out  in  1833 
continued  throughout  1834  and  a  total  of  one 
hundred  and  forty  persons  joined  the  church  by 
experience  to  boost  the  membership,   after  loss 
of  twelve  members  by  letter,  to  a  high  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty-two. 

Members  who  left  the  church  were  John  B. 
Wiseman,  Mrs.  Rebecca  Wiseman,  Mr.   and  Mrs.  Isaac 
W.   Owen,   Mrs.   Alexander  Owen,   Joseph  and  Mrs. 
Nancy  Miller,  Mr.   and  Mrs.   Peter  Miller,  Ben- 
jamin Roach,   Arnica  and  Rebecca  Peebles. 

Persons  who  were  converted  and  were  granted 
membership  were:     Milly,  George  Miller,  Jr., 
Benjamin  Smith,   John  Jarratt,   John  A.  Winden, 
George  Miller,   Sr.,   Daniel  Womack,  Margaret 
Miller,   Sally  Jarratt,  William  Hunt,   Isaac  Owen, 
Mrs.   Polly  Owen,  Matilda  Thomas,   Polly  Owen, 
Nancy,  Catherine  Hunt,   Fanny,   Sally  Billings, 
Lucinda  Gibbins,   Joe,   Joseph  Miller,  Alexander 
Haden,  Mrs.   Rebekkah  Haden,  Ebenezer  Merrell, 
Joseph  Lanning,   Sally  Lanning,   James  Camish, 
Isabel  Smith,  William  Willis,   Isaac,  Gilbert, 
Polly  Minor,   Jr.,   Enas  Lanning,   Rosey  Lanning, 
James  Womack,  Richard  Womack,  Benjamin  Myers, 
Elizabeth  Myers,   Elizabeth  Ann  Goss,  Joseph 
Trentham,   Matilda  Minor,  Nancy  Camish,  Anna 
Turner,   Belinda  Feezor,   Polly  Owen,  William 
Owen,   John  Ransom  Owen,   Gersham  Hunt,  Matilda 
Hunt,   Elizabeth  Willis,   Elizabeth  Winders,  Levi 
Carnish,  Gabriel,   Hampton,   Polly  Hoge,  Sally 
Lanier,   Elizabeth  Trentham,   Elizabeth  Freeman, 
William  Williams,  Mrs.   Sally  Williams,  Mina, 
Margaret  Wiseman,  Molly,   Lucy,  William  Northern, 
William  Turner,   Elizabeth  Tucker,   John  Hunt, 
Daniel  Williams,  Margaret  Hedrick,   John  Wiseman, 
William  Thomas,   Rachel,   Jacob  Gimble,  Mrs.  Nancy 
Gimble,   Nancy  Smith,   Polly  Cunningham,  Cloe, 
Margret  Cornelison,   Rebeckah  Wiseman,  Edith 
Wiseman,   Ezekiel,   Grace,   John  Myers,   Nancy  Long, 
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Delilah  Wiseman,   Allen,  George,   Hager,  Jeffrey, 
Peter  Whitaker,  Rebeckah  Peebles,  Elizabeth 
Sowers,   Hannah  Grubb ,   John  B.  Wiseman,  Dice, 
Mary  Craver,   Elizabeth  Roberson,   Azariah  Williams, 
John  Taw,  Mrs.   Jane  Smith,   Elizabeth  McGuire, 
Henderson  Wilson,  Mrs.   Polly  Wilson,  Polly  March, 
Abigail  Myers,  Ned,   Old  Jim,   Arthur,  Robert  Case, 
Gersham  Tussey,  Hugh  Moley,  Barbara  Myers,  Jane 
Clark,   Polly  Trentham,   Susannah  Smith,  Libby 
Haden,  Ben  Harum,   Jim,   Susannah  Owen,  Marian, 
Jack,  Paschal  Minor,  Mrs.   Polly  Minor,  Jane 
Haden,   Sr.,   Eliza  Smith,  Martha,   Dave,  Nancy, 
Bet,  Holby,  Betsey,  Moriah,   Jim,   Peter  Molby, 
Polly  Wiseman,  Margret  Moby,   Hannah  and  Zebulin 
Minor.     Twenty-six  of  these  presented  themselves 
at  Reed's  meeting  house  and  were  considered 
members  of  Jersey  Church. 

The  spirit  of  repentance  and  forgiveness 
affected  church  discipline  that  year.  When 
Massey  Thomas  was  charged  with  "too  free  use  of 
ardent  spirit s ...  Brother  Kinney  rose  and  spoke 
at  some  length  in  favour  of  temperance,  followed 
by  our  pastor  on  the   same.     Brother  Thomas  then 
rose  and  acknowledged  that  he  had  been  intoxi- 
cated with  ardent  spirits,  was   sorry  for  the 
same  and  that  he  would  do  so  no  more.     The  church 
forgave  him  and  restored  him  to  his  former 
standing."     William  Williams  and  John  Myers  were 
also  charged  with  "intemperate  use  of  ardent 
spirits";  both  confessed  and  the  church  forgave 
and  restored  them. 

Josiah  Wiseman  continued  to  lead  the  people 
of  Jersey  Settlement  to  salvation  in  the  Lord. 
Each  month  excepting  November  persons  joined  the 
church,   a  total  of  forty-five  during  the  year. 
Isaac  Wiseman  and  Alfred  Smith  were  appointed 
to  represent  the  church  at  the  Liberty  Associa- 
tion,  along  with  John  Tow  from  the  branch  of 
Jersey  Church  at  Reed's.     The  members  decided 
to  "have  but  one  church  meeting  per  month,  to 
be  on  the  first  Sabbath  in  each  month  with  the 
Saturday  before,   and  that  the  pastor  attend  on 
the  third  Sabbath  in  each  month  at  Bethel  meet- 
ing house."     The  people     decided  that  Elder 
Josiah  Wiseman  "ought  to  receive  for  his  ser- 
vices as  pastor  the  ensuing  year  the  sum  of 
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one  hundred  dollars."     This  is  the  first  record 
of  any  specific  amount  of  money  paid  to  a  pastor. 

The  following  persons  joined  the  church, 
all  by  experience:     Jacob  Craver,   Jr.,  Rachel 
Minor,   Samuel  Sears  (a  free  man  of  colour), 
Nancy,   Ben,   Isom,  Cubit,   Terry,   Faning,  Terry, 
Margret,   Susan,   Emely,   Silvy,  Margret,   John  R. 
Craver,  Mrs.   Sarah  Craver,   Sarah  Craver,  Milly, 
Lucy  McCrary,  Polly  Tow,   Betty,  Margaret  Miller, 
Joe  Dilla,  Caty,   Patty,   Betty,   John  Palmer, 
Elizabeth  Miller,   Polly  Palmer,  Betty,  Phillis, 
Hampton,  Henry,  William  Davis,   Allice  Kinney, 
Crissy,   Sally,  Vinson,   Fanny,   Lucy  Byerly, 
CrisseyFry,  Mary  E.   Owen,   Susannah  Turner,  Tom 
and  Ned.     Moon  Mingo  requested  membership,  but 
for  some  reason  the  brethren  questioned  his 
experience.     John  Wilson  and  Alfred  Smith  were 
appointed  to  talk  with  him,   and  they  reported 
"that  they  could  not  receive  him  into  fellow- 
ship";  so  his  request  was  denied.  Elizabeth 
Roach  was   "excommunicated  by  the  unanimous  voice 
of  the  church  for  the  crime  of  adultery;"  letters 
of  dismission  were  granted  to  Margret,  Samuel 
Sears,  John  R.Owen,  Margaret  Hedrick,  Milly  and 
Ellen  Owen. 

A  new  venture  in  paying  a  pastor  a  salary 
of  $100  did  not  succeed  very  well.     A  special 
committee  reported  that  the  same  salary  should 
be  continued  for  1837,  but  at  the  church  con- 
ference the  clerk  was  requested   "to  ascertain 
how  much  money  has  been  made  up  and  paid  over 
to  Elder  Josiah  Wiseman  for  his  services."  It 
was  understood  that  Elder  Wiseman  would  also 
serve  Reed's  branch  of  Jersey  Church  as  pastor. 

Jersey  Church,   growing  rapidly,  became  con- 
cerned about  the  destitute  spiritual  conditions 
in  nearby  communities  and  appointed  George  Smith 
to  attend  a  convention  at  Holloway's  in  October, 
1836,    "to  consult  on  the  best  plan  to  obtain  a 
preacher  to  labour  in  the  bounds  of  the  Liberty 
Association  for  the  term  of  twelve  months  and 
to  employ  one  if  their  means  should  be  suffi- 
cient .  " 

Twenty-five  members  were  received  by  expe- 
rience:    Mary,  Selina,  Mary,  Polly  Grubb,  Nancy 
Grubb ,  Martha  Minor,  Matilda  Wiseman,   Nancy  Owen, 
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Polly  Wiseman,  Allice  Wiseman,   James  Madison, 
Wiseman,   James  Washington  Wiseman,  Barbara 
Yarborough,   Susannah  Thomas,   Lauson,   John  Hyer, 
Nancy  Miller,   Sarah  Womack,  Hannah,   Grace,  Mary 
Long,   Elvind,  Henry  Miller,   Elizabeth  Howerton 
and  Barbara  Miller,   seven  of  these  presenting 
themselves  at  Reed's.     Davas,  Terry,   Allen  Goss, 
Mrs.  Betty  Ann  Goss,   Richard  Womack,  Mrs.  Polly 
Womack,   Susannah  Macatee  and  Ruth  Eaton  were 
granted  letters,   five  of  whom  were  from  Reed's. 
John  Myers,   Jesse  Haden  and  John  Gobble's  Philip 
were  excluded  for  drinking.     James  Ellis'  Ned 
was  "excommunicated  for     acting  fraudulently  and 
false  speaking . " 

Josiah  Wiseman  was  ill  in  1837,   and  the 
church  engaged  in  a  debate  as  to  whether  to 
"employ"  him  for  another  year.     The  debate 
continued  during  the  winter  and  early  spring  of 
1838,   after  which  the  congregation  decided  to 
secure  the  services  of  Paul  Phifer  or  Eli  Carroll. 
Though  the  records  are  not  clear,   there  is  some 
indication  that  Elder  Eli  Carroll  served  as 
pastor  at  Jersey  in  1837  and  1838. 

Sarah  W.   Low,   Susannah  Miller  and  Grace 
were  the  only  new  members  received  in  1837. 
Levi  Camish  was  excluded  for  drinking  and  offer- 
ing to  fight;   Lucy  McRary  for  disorderly  conduct, 
and  Allen  for  "adultry."     Letters  were  granted 
for  John  A.  Winders,  Mrs.   Elizabeth  Winders, 
Mary  Winders,  Mrs.   Nancy  McGuire  Smith,  Jane 
Haden,   Joanna  Hartley,  Ruth  Womack,  Lewis 
Gibbins,  Mrs.   Agnes  Gibbins,   Alexander  Haden, 
Mrs.  Rebecca  Haden  and  Mrs.   Nancy  Long  Smith. 

On  August  5,   1837,    "the  church  at  Reeds 
are  permitted  to  keep  their  own  records  and  they 
have  leave  to  transcribe  all  their  proceedings 
from  our  church  book  from  the  first  time  they 
held  church  conference  up  to  this  time." 

A  new  broad  policy  was  adopted  which 
"unanimously  gave  to  any  male  member  of  the 
church  privilege  to  exercise  in  public  by  sing- 
ing, prayer  and  exhortation." 


Chapter  6 

ARMS  AND  BRANCHES 

Members  of  Jersey  Church  who  lived  near 
Reed's  meeting  house  decided  that  they  should 
have  a  fully  constituted  church.     The  mother 
church  had  already  prepared  the  way  quite  well, 
and  on  June  2,   1838,   Richard  Owen,   clerk  of  the 
branch  at  Reed's,    "handed  in  a  petition  praying 
that  the  following  named  members  be  dismissed 
from  this  church  to  be  organized  into  a  church 
at  that  place:     Richard  Owen,   Polly  Womack, 
Polly  Owen,   Joseph  Lanning,   Sarah  Lanning,  James 
Camish,   Polly  Minor,   Enos  Lanning,  Rosannah 
Lanning,   James  Womack,   Benjamin  Myers,  Elizabeth 
Myers,   Joseph  Trentham,  Nancy  Camish,   John  Tow, 
Paschal  Minor,   Zebulin  Minor,   Rachel  Minor, 
Alexander  R.  Craver,   Sarah  Craver,  Benjamin 
Smith,   Sarah  Womack,   Daniel  Womack,   Nancy  Smith, 
Polly  Hoge,  Nancy  Miller,   Polly  Cunningham, 
Polly  Craver,  Nancy  Grubb ,  Polly  Grubb ,  Sally 
Craver,   Jacob  Gimble,   Elizabeth  Gimble,  Polly 
Tow,   Jacob  Craver,   Robert  Case,   Azariah  Williams, 
Lucy  Craver  and  Polly  Goble;  which  petition  was 
heard,   and  when  the  above  named  members  are 
organized  into  a  church  at  Reed's  are  dismissed 
from  us . " 

Richard  0.  Wiseman  and  Jane  Clark  moved 
their  membership  to  other  churches.     There  was 
only  one  addition  to  the  membership  at  Jersey 
that  year,   Allen,  who  was  restored,   having  been 
excluded  earlier. 

Wilson  Wiseman  was  granted  license  to 
"preach  the  gospel  wherever  he  may  choose." 

Discipline  took  on  broader  proportions  in 
1838  when  the  pastor,   Elder  Peter  Owen  of 
Liberty  Church,   made  charges  against  Isaac 
Kinney  of  Jersey  Church.     At  conference  on 
January  6,    "a  complaint  was  offered  in  writing 
by  Elder  Peter  Owen  of  Liberty  Church  against 
Isaac  Kinney  of  this  church,  which  was  ordered 
to  be  read.     The  allegation  were  in  the  words 
following,   to  wit:   complaint  against  Isaac 
Kinney  of  Jersey  Settlement  church,  presented 
by  Peter  Owen  of  Liberty  church.  Allegation: 
Owen  charges  said  Kinney  with  circulating  a 
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report  about  him,   the  said  Owen,   in  his  absence 
and  without  ever  talking  to  him  about  it  agree- 
able to  gospel  direction  (reference  18th  chapter 
of  Matthew),  which  report  so  far  as  believed  is 
calculated  to  injure  his  Christian  character, 
lessen  his  usefulness  as  a  minister  of  the  gos- 
pel,   and  bring  a  reproach  upon  the  cause  of  God; 
and  wilfully  departing  from  the  truth,   as  he, 
the  said  Owen,   has  reason  to  believe,   for  the 
purpose  of  gaining  credit  to  said  report,  by 
saying  that  he  had  been  wanting  to  talk  to  said 
Owen  for  some  time  about  it  but  could  not  get 
the  chance  for  he  seemed  shy  of  him  and  kept 
out  of  his  way."     The  matter  was  discussed  by 
the  members  at  length,   but  they  could  not  reach 
an  agreement,   so  it  was  continued  until  next 
meeting.     A  committee  was  sent  to  see  Elder 
Peter  Owen.     At  conference  on  February  3,  "the 
church  agreed  to  accept  the  proposition  of  the 
Liberty  Church  that  a  joint  select  committee  of 
four  members  from  each  church  be  appointed  to 
meet  their  part  of  the  committee  at  Brother 
John  Turner's  on  Friday  to  take  into  consider- 
ation both  charges  and  hear  the  testimony  on 
both  sides  and  report  to  both  churches  and  to 
decide  according  to  their  best  judgment." 
Alfred  Smith,  George  Smith,   James  Wiseman  and 
Aaron  Yarborough  were  appointed,   and  reported 
to  the  church  on  March  3:     "We,   the  undersigned, 
composing  a  joint  select  committee  to  investi- 
gate several  allegations  made  by  Isaac  against 
Peter  Owen  of  Liberty  Church  against  and  said 
Peter  Owen  against  Isaac  Kinney  of  Jersey  set- 
tlement, beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have 
had  the  same  under  consideration.     After  hear- 
ing the  testimony  on  both  sides,   they  are  of 
the  opinion  that  Kinney  were  wrong  in  circu- 
lating the  report  named  in  the  first  charge; 
and  that  Owen  has  failed  in  establishing  the 
second  charge  in  saying  that  Kinney  wilfully 
departed  from  the  truth  as  Owen  believed;  they 
further  report  that  on  the  first  charge  against 
Owen,   that  he  erred  so  far  as  in  writing  the 
letters  to  Alice  Kinney  and  requesting  immediate 
answers  on  the  back  of  the  letters  and  for 
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enjoining  secrecy;   and  the  second  charge  not 
supported,   to  wit,   in  departing  from  the  truth. 
Done  at  John  Turner's  on  Friday  9th  February, 
1838.   Joshua,   Secretary,  George  Smith,  Peter 
Fine,  Abner  Wain,  Reuben  Deer,   Aaron  Yarborough, 
James  Wiseman,   Alfred  Smith."     The  report  was 
discussed  that  day,   again  March  31,   and  again 
May  o,   at  which  time  Isaac  Kinney  was  "restored 
to  his  former  standing." 

Another  case  of  one  person  talking  about 
another  was  brought  before  the  church.  Robert 
Durham  accused  Zebulin  Minor  of  saying  that 
Durham  kept  a  disorderly  house.     The  charge  was 
investigated  and  was  discussed  in  church  con- 
ference each  month  until  in  March,     1839,  Mr. 
Minor  admitted  "that  he  did  speak  words  which, 
if  true,  would  reflect  disgrace  on  Brother  Dur- 
ham's house."     The  following  month,   after  a 
committee  of  five  had  investigated  further, 
Zebulin  Minor  was  excluded  from  the  fellowship 
of  the  church. 

Isaac  Kinney  became  offended  by  some  talk 
about  his  family  and  requested  that  his  family 
be  allowed  to  withdraw  from  the  church.  Some 
of  the  brethren  admonished  him  to  bear  with 
those  who  had  hurt  his  family.     He  agreed  to 
remain  in  the  church  and  was  appointed  clerk 
pro  tern,  three  months  later  on  September  1,  1838. 

The  church  decided  to  be  firmer  with  slaves 
who  were  in  the  membership,   and  during  1838 
excluded  Fanny  (slave  of  Godfrey  Rotts)  and 
Suffiah   (slave  of  Robert  S.   Hargrove)   each  for 
"having  a  bastard  child";   Isaac  and  Milly  were 
excluded  for  stealing  wheat  from  their  master, 
George  Miller;   Dave,   for  stealing  wheat  from  F. 
W.   Haden,   his  owner;  Caty  for  fornication;  and 
Gabriel  for  adultery. 

Dissatisfaction  was  in  evidence  after  the 
rigid  discipline  was  applied  to  the  slaves  and 
following  the  discussions  of  accusations  of  one 
person  against  another.     In  1839  a  man  and  his 
wife  were  excluded  for  talking  about  a  neighbor. 
The  neighbor  retaliated  by  bringing  charges 
against  them.     A  man  was  excluded  for  "going  off 
in  disorder."     A  slave  was  accused  of  adultery 
but  was  acquitted  of  the  charge. 
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Twenty-six  persons  left  the  church.  Jacob 
Craver  did  not  ask  for  a  letter;  he  sent  word 
by  his  wife  that  he  was  withdrawing.  Letters 
were  granted  to  John  W.   Hunt,  Mrs.  Catherine 
Hunt,   Lucy  Craver,   Polly  Gobble,   Jane  Leamon, 
Wilson  Wiseman,  Mrs.   Elizabeth  Wiseman,  Madderson 
Wiseman,   Delila  Wiseman,   James  Womack,  Mrs.  James 
Womack,   Edith  Womack,  William  Thomas,  Mrs. 
Matilda  Thomas,   Jonathan  Merrell,   Frost  Merrell, 
Mrs.   Barbara  Merrell,  Gersham  Tussy,  Daniel  P. 
Morris,  Polly  Lanning,   Elizabeth  Lanning, 
Hannah  Grubb,   Elizabeth  Robertson,  Elizabeth 
Potts  and  William  Camish,   Jr.     The  last  eight 
of  these  indicated  that  they  would  transfer 
membership  to  Reed's  Church. 

Nine  persons  were  received  that  year,  all 
by  experience:     Jack,   Lewis,  Kesiah,  Jerry 
Prophet,  Rebecca  Prophet,  Daniel  P.  Morris, 
Grace  Wiseman,   Polly  Lanning  and  Elizabeth 
Lanning . 

The  Baptist  Church  at  Reed's  requested  the 
Jersey  Church  to  "convey  by  a  proper  deed  the 
lot  of  ground  and  house  thereon...   to  the  trustee 
and  their  successors  in  office."     The  Jersey 
Church  unanimously  agreed  to  do  so  on  October  31, 
1840.     Benjamin  S.   Merrill  and  Henry  Smith  were 
received  by  experience.     Mrs.   Barbara  Yarborough 
Skeen,   Sally  Lanier,   Jacob  Gimble,  Mrs.  Nancy 
Gimble  and  Robert  Case  were  dismissed  by  letter. 

Elder  Josiah  Wiseman  "laid  in  a  complaint 
against  his  son  John  for  indulging  in  the  too 
free  use  of  ardent  spirits."     The  son   "came  to 
church,   acknowledged  his  fault  and  was  restored 
to  full  fellowship."     One  man  was  excluded  for 
fornication,   and  another  "for  disobedience  in 
joining  another  church  without  leave."     A  slave 
woman  was  excluded  for  adultery. 

There  were  no  cases  of  discipline  in  1841. 
John  Wilson  was  restored  to  full  fellowship  in 
July  and  was  dismissed  by  letter  in  November. 
Two  slaves  requested  membership,   Dice  by  expe- 
rience and  Sarah  for  restoration  but  their 
requests  were  denied.     Nathan  Parks  ,was  received 
by  experience  and  Mary  Howerton  by  letter. 
Margret  Strange,   Sofiah  Barratt,   Zebulin  Minor, 
Catherine  Bams  and  Mary  Swicegood  were  dismissed 
by  letter. 
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Two  members  expressed  to  the  church  a  desire 
to  preach.     On  June  5  William  Turner  was  granted 
a  license  to  preach.     On  September  19  the  Jersey 
Church  called  a  presbytery  consisting  of  the 
Jersey  pastor,   Josiah  Wiseman  and  Elder  William 
H. Hamner,   met  at  Bethel  Meeting  House  and 
ordained  Wilson  Wiseman.     Josiah  Wiseman  preached 
the  ordination  sermon.     Then  Elder  Hamner  "put 
the  interogatory  questions  which  were  answered 
satisfactorily."     The  ordination  prayer  was 
offered  by  Elder  Wiseman.     Then  he  and  Elder 
Hamner  "joined  in  the  imposition  of  hands," 
after  which  Elder  Josiah  Wiseman  gave  the  charge. 

The  church  at  Marion  was  having  trouble 
with  the  pastor,   Elder  Peter  Owen,   and  Jersey 
Church  agreed  to   "appoint  three  brethren  to 
attend  the  church  at  their  next  meeting  to 
converse  and  advise."     The  brethren  were  request- 
ed to  make  careful  inquiry  and  report  back  to 
Jersey  Church  so  that  proper  action  might  be 
taken  with  regards  to  withdrawal  of  his  ordin- 
ation.    Nathan  Parks,  William  Owen  and  Alfred 
Smith  went  to  Marion,   completed  the  investiga- 
tion and  reported  they  did  not  find  reasons  for 
taking  action  against  Elder  Peter  Owen. 

A  tragedy  struck  the  Jersey  Settlement  a 
severe  blow  on  January  30,   1842.     While  travel- 
ing with  his  Negro  servant  "from  his  farm  in 
Rowan  to  a  farm  of  his  in  Davidson  County," 
Colonel  Casper  Smith  was  drowned  at  Trading 
Fork.     The  late  Mrs.   Roy  Smith  of  Charlotte 
said,    "It  was  several  days  before  his  body  was 
recovered,   and  a  notice  of  $100  reward  was 
offered  for  the  recovery  of  his  body.  Among 
the  searchers  were  his  brother,  Major  George 
Smith,  who  was  successful  in  placing  his  grap- 
pling irons  in  the  mustache  of  his  brother's 
body.     He  refused  the  reward,   and  his  brother's 
body  was   laid  to  rest  in  Jersey  Churchyard 
beside  the  body  of  his  first  wife." 

On  September  16,    1842,   Judith  Ellis  sold 
one-half  acre  of  land  to  Jersey  church  for  fifty 
cents.     The  deed  says,    "between  Judith  Ellis  ... 
and  William  S.  Macoy  of  the  County  of  Rowan, 
Ebenezer  Moore,   Senior,   and  George  smith,  both 
of  Davidson  County...   trustees  of  the  united 
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congregation  consisting  of  the  professors  of  the 
Church  of  England,   the  Church  of  Scotland,  and 
the  Baptists  in  the  Jersey  Settlement." 

Elders  Josiah  Wiseman  and  William  H.  Hamner 
served  as  a  presbytery  and  ordained  William  Owen 
to  the  office  of  deacon   "to  fill  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  death  of  Humphrey  Owen." 

Samuel  Warford  was  restored  to  full  member- 
ship.    Henry  Smith  and  James  Maley  were  received 
by  experience;   and  Peter  S.  Miller,  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth Miller,   Aaron  and  Mrs.   Elizabeth  Yarborough, 
Polly  Snider  and  Mrs.   Nancy  Long  Smith  by  letter. 
The  church  investigated   "a  difficulty  on  the 
mind  of  "one  brother"  and  learned"that  there  is 
some  hardness  between  him  and  some  of  his  breth- 
ren and  sisters."     It  was  reported  that  he 
"manifests  a  disposition  to  be  reconciled,"  and 
the  matter  was  dropped.     Charges  made  against 
another  man  were  dropped.     Two  men  and  two  women 
were  excluded  for  immoral  conduct.     Two  slaves 
were  charged  with  theft.     One  of  them  was  exclud- 
ed for  being  "caught  in  perpetrating  theft,"  and 
the  other  being  accused  of   "stealing  or  secret- 
ing stolen  property,"   and     was   "suspended  from 
the  privileges  of  the  church  until  she  shows  by 
her  good  course  of  conduct  that  she  is  entitled 
to  said  privilege." 

A  camp  meeting  was  sponsored  by  Jersey 
Church  in  November,   1843,   during  which  time 
William  B.   Ford  was  restored  to  fellowship  and 
the  following  were  received  by  letter:  William 
Russell,   Ellen  Smith,  Casper  G.   Smith,  Nancy 
Ribelin,   Sarah  Ann  Owen,   Betty  Ann  J.  Owen, 
Amelia  S.   Owen,  Nancy  Miller,   Peter  F.  Owen, 
Joel  W.  Maley,  Margaret  Owen,   Sarah  Angelin 
Owen,   Franklin  Smith,   Louesia  Wiseman,  Lucenda 
Wiseman,  Wilson  Smith,   Daniel  L.   Roach,  Harriet, 
Peter  and  Cumby.     Others  who  were  received  that 
year  were  Betty,  Henderson  Wiseman,   Sarah  Frank- 
lin and  Mary  Yarborough.     Eliza  Charles  and  Mrs. 
Sarah  Trentham  were  dismissed  by  letter. 

A  new  brick  church  house  was  completed, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  camp  meeting  which  was 
held  on  the  church  grounds  Elder  Josiah  Wiseman 
preached  for  the  first  time  in  the  new  building. 
The  church  was  paying  him  an  annual  salary  of 
$100  each  year. 
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Shortly  after  the  new  church  house  was  put 
to  use,   the  pastor  died.     William  Turner  was 
called  upon  to  preach  several  times  before  a 
new  pastor  could  be  secured.   Gersham  Hunt  and 
Henry  Smith  were  ordained  as  deacons.  The 
people  liked  the  preaching  of  William  Turner 
and  late  in  1844  decided  to  ordain  him  and  call 
him  to  serve  as  pastor,   requesting  Elders  Richard 
Jacks,  Paul  Phifer,   Benjamin  Lanier,   and  William 
H.   Hamner  to  form  a  presbytery   "to  perform  the 
sacred  rite."     November  30  Elders  Hamner  and 
Lanier  "examined  into  the  doctrine  and  gifts  of 
Elder  Turner"   and  approved  him  for  full  ordin- 
ation.    The  ordination  service  was  held  on 
December  1,  at  which  time  Hamner  offered  the 
ordination  prayer  and  Lanier'  gave  the  charge 
to  the  church  and  the  minister. 

Jonathan  Merrell  was  received  by  letter 
and  five  others  by  experience:     Margaret  Ann 
Owen,   Alley  A.  Thomas,   Amelia  H.  Thomas, 
Elizabeth  Smith  and  Ellen  Smith.     Richard  0. 
Wiseman  and  Mrs.   Grace  Wiseman  were  dismissed 
by  letter. 

In  1845,   Jersey  Church  had  two  hundred  and 
one  members  which  made  it  the  largest  church  in 
the  Liberty  Association,   the  next  largest  church 
having  fewer  than  one  hundred  members.  Jersey 
had  been  the  largest  church  from  the  time  the 
association  was  organized  and  had  considerable 
influence  over  the  other  churches.  William 
Turner  proved  to  be  a  good  leader  and  served 
for  more  than  ten  years.     Henry  Smith  "reported 
the  misconduct  of  his  Negro  woman  named  Grace, 
for  her  impudence."     The  matter  was  settled. 
Hannah  was  baptized  and  Mary  Younts  was  received 
by  letter.     Eleven  members  were  dismissed  by 
letter:     Mrs.  Margret  Miller  Sink,  Mary  K.  Wise- 
man, Mary  Feezor,  Nancy  Feezor,   Sarah  Smith, 
Ciller,   Adoline,   Hannah,  Mary  Workman,   Peter  S. 
Miller  and  Mrs.   Elizabeth  Miller.     Major  George 
Smith,   a  trustee,   passed  away  and   "Gersham  Hunt 
was  this  day  (December  7,   1845)  unanimously 
elected  trustee  to  represent  the  Baptist  denom- 
ination at  Jersey  Church  and  grave  yard." 

John  Wilson  and  Jonathan  Merrell  were  or- 
dained as  deacons  in  1846.     The  church  "delegated 
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to  the  Liberty  Association  the  power  to  appoint 
a  standing  presbytery  within  its  bounds  to 
examine  and  ordain  young  preachers  to  the  gospel 
ministry."     A  male  member  was  excluded  for 
drinking  and  dancing.     Peter  Long,   Judah  and 
Reuben  Smith  were  received.     Joel  W.  Maley,  Mrs. 
Mary  E.   Maley, James  Maley  and  Mrs.   Susan  Thomas 
Wiseman  were  dismissed  by  letter. 

In  1847  Gersham  Hunt  died,   and  a  new  trus- 
tee was  needed  to  replace  him.     The  church  "elect- 
ed James  Wiseman  trustee  of  the  part  of  the 
Baptist  denomination  to  protect  their  interest 
in  the  lot  of  ground  and  meeting  house  known  as 
the  Jersey  meeting  house."     The  church  lost 
Martha  Willis  and  William  Hunt  by  letter  and 
gained  thirty-two  members:     Lucy  Ann  Thomas, 
Mary  Wilson,  Robert  Wilson,   Eliza,  Rebeckah 
Feezor,   George  Feezor,   Sarah  E.  Wiseman,  Amanda 
Feezor,   Edith,   L.   E.   Owen,  Margaret  Ann  Owen, 
Catherine  Feezor,   Elizabeth  Durham,   Henry  Darr, 
Rebeckah  Owen,   Peter  C.  Wiseman,   Joseph  Roach, 
Phillip  Myers,   Saffroney  Myers,   Anna  Darr,  Phoebe 
Trexler,   Elizabeth  Smith,   Rachel,  Tom,  Peggy, 
Sarah,  Cherry,   Amy,  William  Owen,   Eveline  Long, 
Mary  Bodenhamer,   Jr.   and  ''Isabel  Winders,   a  free 
colored  woman .  " 

Throughout  the  year  1848  there  was  a  spirit 
of  revival,  with  fifty  eight  persons  joining  the 
church;   Lucy  Jane  Loman  and  Agnes  Durham  were 
restored  and  others  came  by  experience.  Forty 
of  these  were  slaves.     As  listed  by  the  clerk, 
they  were:     James  Smith,   Alfred  Smith,  Chloe, 
Eliza,  Moriah,  Nancy,  Nancy,  Nancy,  Jinney, 
Cyrene,  Harriett,   Jane,  Mary  Parthonia,  Daniel, 
Little  Nancy,  Maddison,  Willie,  Mary  Bodenhamer, 
Sr.,   Susan  Long,  Harry,   Brutis,  Giles,  Ellen, 
Terry,   Jane,   Isaac,   Adam,   Eliza,  Dave,  Hetty, 
George,   Susan,   Sarah,  Moss,   Bill,  Moses,  Caroline, 
Emma,   Alfred,  Hampton,   Silva,   London,  Jr., 
Emmanuel,  Rufus,   Phill,   Fanny,   Lucy,   Jr.,  Meriah, 
George,  Tom,   Jack,   Hanah,  Henry,  Rachel, Jacob 
Craver,  Mrs.   Jacob  Craver,  Colreen. 

Two  persons  were  received  the  next  year, 
Edy  and  Susan  Feezor.     Jonathan  Merrell,  Mrs. 
Jonathan  Merrell  and  Jeffrey  were  given  letters. 
A  significant  action  was  made  August  4,  1849, 
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"It  being  made  to  appear  to  the  church  by  Elder 
0.   Bryan,   missionary  to  the  town  of  Salisbury, 
that  it  is  the  desire  of  some  persons  residing 
in  said  town  to  join  this  church,   it  is  therefore 
ordered  that  our  pastor,   Elder  William  Turner, 
and  in  his  absence  Elder  0.   Bryan,  have  leave 
of  this  church  with  as  many  of  this  church  as 
may  attend  them  in  Salisbury  to  open  a  door  for 
reception  of  members,  and  to  baptize  them  at  or 
near  Salisbury  and  to  hold  conference  meeting 
when  necessary,   record  their  proceedings,  and 
return  to  this  church." 

The  following  May,   twelve  members  were 
granted  letters  "to  become  members  of  the  new 
church  at  Salisbury,  beginning  as  a  branch  of 
Jersey  Church."     Seven  of  these  were  white 
persons  and  five  were  Negroes:     William  Lambeth, 
John  A.  Wiseman,   S.   E.  Yarborough,   Louisa  Wolling, 
Sarah  Sassaman,   Henry,  Margery,   sewel  Smith, 
Wesley  Smith,   Allen,   John  and  Rhody."  Four 
other  letters  were  granted  in  1850  to  Mary 
Bodenhamer,   Sr.,  Mary  Bodenhamer,   Jr.,  Susan 
Pendleton  and  Margaret  Ann  Baker.     One  person 
was  received:  Suffy. 

New  factors  were  emphasized  in  church  dis- 
cipline beginning  in  1851.     A  man  was  excluded 
for  the  disobedience  of  non-attendance.     The  con- 
gregation decided  to  be  firm  with  Negro  slave 
members.     Dancing  was  made  an  issue  and  two 
slaves  were  excluded  for  the  sin  of  dancing. 
Stealing  had  become  rather  frequent  in  the 
community  and  three  slaves  were  excluded  for 
that  sin.     One  male  slave  and  three  female 
slaves  were  excluded  for  immoral  conduct. 
During  the  year  when  these  eleven  members  were 
being  tried  and  excluded,   the  church  gained  only 
two  members  by  experience:     Sarah  Merrell  and 
Sarah  Smith.     In  a  three  year  period  the  church 
gained  five  members,   and  lost  thirty  members, 
for  a  net  loss  of  twenty-five. 

William  Turner  served  his  last  year  as 
pastor  in     1852,   after  which  Elder  Amos  Weaver 
was  called  and  served  until  1857.     In  1852  one 
man  was  excluded   "for  committing  fraud  on  the 
United  States."     J.  W.  Wiseman,   Benjamin  S. 
Merrell,   Daniel  Roach,   Jacob  Craver,  Mrs. 
Jacob  Craver  and  Elizabeth  Durham  were  dismissed 
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by  letter.     Nineteen  persons  were  admitted  by 
experience:     John  Miller,   Lucy,   J.   A.  N.  Wiseman, 
Margret  Wilson,   Isaac  Kesler's  Sarah,  Lucinda, 
Martha  and  Rachel,  Miles,  Mr.   Swicegood,  William 
B.  Hamner,  Robert  Yarborough,  Martha  E.  Weaver, 
Margaret  Hamner,   Jane  I.  Yarborough,   Louesa  F. 
Romines,   Alfred,  Meriah  and  Lydia. 

The  next  three  years  were  rather  uneventful 
for  the  church.     The  clerk  recorded  only  members 
received  or  dismissed.     In  1853  Peter  Feezor 
was  received  by  experience  and  Sarah  Ann  Merrell 
was  granted  a  letter.     The  next  year  the  church 
received  Sarah  Owen,  Eliza  Owen,  Mary  Smith, 
Victoria  and  Nancy.     Mary  Ann  Long  was  restored 
to  fellowship  in  1855.     The  church  granted 
letters  to  Martha  Weaver  and  Mrs.   Sarah  Smith 
Harris.     The  following  year  Mary  Ann  Long  Parsons 
moved  to  Decatur,   Tennessee,   and  was  granted  a 
letter.     Elder  William  Turner  was  also  granted 
a  letter,   two  years  after  he  terminated  his 
services  as  pastor. 

Jersey  Church  decided  in  1856  to  sponsor 
another  "arm"  at  Reed's  Stand.     The  clerk  says 
of  this,    "Saturday,  Reed's  Stand,  Rowan  County, 
20th  September,   1856.     Agreeable  to  an  order  of 
Jersey  Church  made  the  7th  instant,  authorizing 
the  clerk  and  as  many  of  the  male  members  of 
said  Jersey  Church  to  assemble  at  this  place  on 
day  aforesaid,  we,  James  Wiseman,   clerk,  William 
Owen  and  Henry  Smith,   deacons,  with  Mathias  Long, 
Ebenezer  Merrell,    and  George  F.   Smith,  attended 
at  the  time  and  place  aforesaid,   and  after  prayer 
and  sermon  by  Elder  Lambeth  entered  into  con- 
ference.    Elder  Lambeth  appointed  moderator, 
opened  the  Jersey  Church  door  for  reception  of 
members,  when  the  following  offered  by  expe- 
rience and  was  received   (to  wit)   Asa  Ribelin, 
Nancy  Jane  Miller,   and   a  coloured  woman  named 
Esther  belonging  to  widow  Kerns."     Once  again, 
Jersey  was  playing  its  familiar  role  of  reach- 
out  and  helping  to  establish  the  gospel  in 
nearby  places. 

A  more  generous  spirit  was  in  evidence. 
One  slave  member  was  accused  of  fornication, 
was  penitent,   and  the  church  forgave  her.  A 
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man  acknowledged  his  fault  of  drinking  and  was 
forgiven.     Mrs.    Swindel  Swicegood  Cornish  and 
Almira  Sullivan  were  granted  letters.  Twenty- 
two  members  were  received  from  May  3  through 
November  1:     the  three  who  joined   at  the 
meeting  at  Reed's  Stand  and  Jim,   Sam,  Betsy, 
Obadiah,   Lucy,  Mary,   Sr.,  Mary,   Jr.,   Lucy,  Jr. 
(all  belonging  to  R.   S.  Hargroves),  Addison, 
Susan  Motley,   Edy,   Elder  Amos  Weaver,  Mrs.  Amos 
Weaver,   Susannah,   Hannah,   Dill,   Alfred  W.  Wise- 
man,  Tom  and  Esther. 

A  member  found  himself  in  trouble  with  his 
church  in  1857,    "reports  being  circulated  derog- 
atory to  his  moral  character."     He  "denied 
using  any  bad  language  and  promised  to  attend" 
meeting  in  July,  but  was  not  present.  The 
church  withdrew  fellowship  for  disobedience. 
Elizabeth  Smith,  Mary  E.   Smith,  Peter  Feezor 
and  Mrs.  Rebecca  Feezor  were  given  letters. 
John  Smith  and  six  slaves  joined  by  experience, 
the  slaves  being  Orange,  Ralph,   Alexander,  Emely, 
Frank  and  Lucy.     The  church  decided  in  October 
to  get  another  pastor  for  1858  and  called 
William  Turner  to  come  back.     So  Amos  Weaver  was 
released  and  William  Turner  began  a  service  which 
lasted  for  thirteen  years  until  his  health 
failed  in  1871. 


Chapter  7 

CHANGING  LOYALTIES  AND  OUTLOOK 

Immediately  upon  the  return  of  William 
Turner  to  the  pastorate  of  Jersey  Church  there 
was  a  new  interest  and  enthusiasm.     By  April  of 
1858  persons  were  joining  the  church  every  month 
and  that  year  a  letter  was  granted  to  Mina. 
Sixty  new  members  were  received.     The  church  met 
in  nearby  communities  several  times  for  the  pur- 
pose of  evangelizing  the  people  where  there  were 
no  churches.   In  October  Charles  Yarborough,  Sr., 
John  T.  Yarborough,   and  Barbara  Miller  were 
received  at  a  meeting  held  at  Cotton  Grove. 
Elder  Lambeth  preached  at  Shemwell's  Stand,  the 
door  of  Jersey  Church  was  opened,   and  "Judith, 
belonging  to  the  estate  of  Peter  Kerns, Sr., 
offered  and  was  received  and  was  baptized  forth- 
with by  Elder  Lambeth."     Three  persons  were 
restored:     Robert  Yarborough,   Benjamin  B.  Smith 
and  George.     Mary  Workman  was  received  by  letter 
The  following  were  baptized:     Caroline,  Betsy, 
Lucy,   Susan,   Nathan,   Rebeckah  Merrell,  Daniel 
Huff,  Mary  Roth,  Milly  Roth,   Purlina  Fritts, 
Elizabeth  Trexler,   Amanda  Myers, Julian  Fritts, 
Mary  M.   Owen,   David  Smith,   John  Trexler,  James 
L. Glover,   Paul  Merrell,   George  W.  Miller,  Ellen, 
Sarah,   James  D.   Glover,   George  F.   Owen,  Jacob 
Smith,   Jesse  H.   Maley,  Henry  P.   Feezor,  Martha 
C.   Sowers,  Martha  Smith,   Barbara  E.   Owen,  Delila 
Palmer,  Amanda  Yarborough,   Sarah  Kepley,  Eliza- 
beth Palmer,  Catherine  Miller,   Hannah  Swing, 
James  P.  Miller,   John  Moley,  Charles  A.  Yar- 
borough,  Allen,  Mary,   Amanda,   Alexander,  Luke, 
Isom,   Robert,   Betsey,  Beck,   Jack,   John, Eliza 
and  Henry. 

Salisbury  Church  invited  Jersey  Church  to 
assist  at  Shemwell's  Stand  in  Rowan  County  and 
to  permit  membership  at  Jersey  for  those  who 
might  be  converted. 

Two  women  requested  letters  of  dismission, 
but  the  church  refused  on  grounds  that  sundry 
reports  were  in  circulation  concerning  their 
moral  character  and  that  no  letters  should  be 
granted  until  the  church  could  be  satisfied 
that  the  reports  were  not  true. 
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Alcohol  presented  the  major  disciplinary 
problem  in  1859.     One  male  member  was  reported 
to  be  guilty  of   "drinking  ardent  spirits  to 
excess  and  using  bad  language  amounting  to  pro- 
fane swearing."     He  was  penitent,   and  after 
discussing  his  problem  five  different  times  at 
conference,   the  church  forgave  him.  Another 
man  was  found  to  be  guilty  of   "drinking  too 
much  ardent  spirits  amounting  to  drunkenness," 
refused  to  repent,  and  was  "excommunicated." 
Mary  Smith  and  Daniel  H.   Lopish  were  received 
by  letter.     The  following  were  received  by  expe- 
rience:    Nancy,   James , Margaret ,  Minerva,  Angel- 
ine  Smith,   Louesa,  Caroline,  Cristena,  Alfred, 
Anthony,  Unity  and   "a  colored  woman  belonging 
to  Daniel  Kern"  were  baptized.     Letters  were 
granted  to  Mrs.   Louisa  Wiseman  Clifford, 
Amanda  Feezor  Graves,  Elder  Amos  Weaver,  Mrs. 
Amos  Weaver,   Alfred,  Meriah,   James  P.  Miller, 
Mrs.  Catherine  Miller  and  Margaret.     Also,  "a 
petition  by  Brother  Snodgrass  of  Vicksburg, 
Mississippi  was  handed  in  for  a  letter  of  dis- 
mission for  a  woman  named  Margret  formerly 
belonging  to  the  estate  of  Anderson  Ellis." 

The  years  1860  and  1861  were  characterized 
by  the  conversion  and  baptism  of  a  large  number 
of  Negro  slaves.     Fourteen  of  Dr.  Holt's  slaves 
professed  faith  and  asked  for  membership  on 
February  14,   1860,   and  were  baptized  that 
spring:     Nathan,     Peter,   John,   Abram,  Moses, 
Joe,  Martin,   Jorden,  Hetty,   Dorcas,  Kesiah, 
Eliza,   Linda  and  Sarah.     Ambrose,  Washington, 
Turner,   Isabel  Tarlton,  Monroe,  Ephriam,  George, 
Alfred  and  Peggy  were  other  slaves  who  were 
baptized  in  1860.     White  persons  baptized  that 
year  were  Mrs.  Christena  Smith,   Emanuel  Richard 
and  Anne  Feezor.     Nine  slaves  from  the  estate 
of  Robert  Ellis  joined  the  church  in  August, 
1861:     Cudgo,  Antony, Jr.,  Charles,  Ellis,  Jim, 
Ned,  Lindy,  Nancy  and  Peggy.     Other  Negroes  who 
were  recieved  were:  Sarah,  Hester,  York,  George, 
Jeffrey,   Sarah,  Jane,  Bob,  Cela,   Jesse  and 
Nancy,   Sr.     Jane  Redwine  was  received  by  letter. 

James  K.  Yarborough,  Jefferson  Wilson, 
George  W.  Palmer  and  Mrs.   Amanda  E.  Palmer  were 
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baptized  in  1861.     Letters  were  granted  for 
Barbara  E.   Long,   Ellen,  William  H.  Wiseman, 
Daniel  H.   Lopish  and  Sarah  Saintsinger.     A  man 
was  excluded  for  murder.     Three  male  members 
were  excluded  for  "drinking  ardent  spirits  to 
excess . " 

In  1862  Barbary  E.   Long,  Ellen  and  Charles, 
"colored"  joined  by  letter. 

In  October,   1863,   services  were  still  held 
at  Shemwell's  Stand  by  Elder  Lambeth  of  Salisbury. 
He  was  baptizing  converts  and  their  names  were 
forwarded  by  him  to  Jersey  Church  where  the  new 
members  were  listed  as  regular  members  in  good 
standing.     Two  slaves,   Phebe  and  Alfred,  were 
excluded  for  stealing.     Alfred   acknowledged  his 
fault  and  was  restored  to  membership.     A  letter 
was  granted  to  John  B.  Miller.     A.  H.  Smith, 
Douglas,   Osborn,   Sarah,   Ellis  and  Mary  were 
received  by  letter.     Persons  baptized  were 
Thomas,   John  Stephen   ( colored ),  Amanday ,  Lizzy 
and  Mary,   all  of  whom  belonged  to  Dr.  Holt; 
from  the  estate  of  R.   L.  Hargraves,  Franklin, 
Bob,   Amy,   Amanda,   Peerce,   Laura,   Emeline;  and 
the  following  other  people:     Henry  M.  Calvin, 
Fed  Calvin,  Thomas,  Hampton,   Isaac,   Esau,  Jane, 
Matilda,   Alfred,   Eliza,   Phebe,   Bill,   Jim,  Andrew, 
John, Lewis,   Laura  Owen  and  Sarah  A.  Wilson. 

Elder  Lambeth  baptized  Lucinda  Shemwell, 
Joicy  H.   Reed,   Ellen  and  Jinny  in  February,  1864, 
and  sent  their  names  to  Jersey,  where  they  were 
accepted  as  members  on  March  5.     Other  members 
received  that  year  were  Susan  A.   Owen,  Ellen, 
Angeline,   Bonny,    "John  Stephen  colored",  Noah, 
Meredith  N.  Yarborough  and  Wilson  Gallimore. 
A  man  and  a  woman  were  excluded  for  immoral 
conduct . 

Jane  Redwine  was  dismissed  by  letter  in 
1865.     A  white  man  and  a  Negro  woman  were  ex- 
cluded f or  "adultery . "  A  Negro  man  was  excluded 
for  stealing.     Amanda  J.   Yarborough  and  Esther 
were  received. 

Ebenezer  Merrell  and  John  H.   Smith  were 
ordained  deacons  May  6,   1866.     Jane  Owen  was 
received  by  letter.     Robert  Owen   (colored)  was 
baptized.     Rony  Hilliard   (colored)   and  Jinney 
were  granted  letters.     James  Hargrove  (colored), 
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"commonly  called  Jim  Doc, "was  given  permission 
"to  exercise  his  gift  in  the  bounds  of  this 
church."     One  year  later,  March  2,   1867,  he  was 
granted  a  letter  and  moved  his  membership. 

While  the  church  continued  to  receive 
Negroes  into  its  membership  following  the  War 
Between  the  States  and  began  to  list  each  Negro 
with  both  names,   the  congregation  decided  to  be 
firmer  with  all   "members  of  colour."     This  made 
it  necessary  that  the  church  be  firm  with  any 
person  who  broke  rules  of  conduct  agreed  upon. 
A  female  member  and  two  male  members  were 
excluded  for  immoral  conduct.     Three  white  men 
and  one  Negro  man  were  excluded  for  stealing. 

In  1867  two  Negro  members  were  granted 
letters  of  dismission:  Amos  Owen  and  Jacob 
Smith.     Thirteen  Negroes  were  baptized:  Turner 
Smith,   Jesse  Owen,   James  Owen,  Mary  March,  Jane 
Smith,  Elaine  Hargrove,   Sarah  Hargrove,  Martha 
Warford,   Julien  Hargrove,   Augusty  Ellis,  Green 
West,  Monroe  Holt  and  Emelene  Smith.  Eleven 
white  persons  were  baptized:     Frances  A.  Owen, 
Sarah  E.   Hunt,  Mary  F.   Smith,   Sarah  C.  Sink, 
George  F.   Smith,  Henry  L.   Smith,   Albert  E.  Yar- 
borough,   Samuel  Yarborough,  William  H.  Yarborough, 
William  Eugene  Owen  and  James  W.  Smith. 

For  several  months  in  1868  the  members  at 
Jersey  were  engaged  in  a  debate.     February  29 
"a  query  was  introduced  by  E.  Merrell:     Is  it 
right  for  Christians  to  dance,   or  to  Ball  at 
their  houses?"     Persons  who  were  present  be- 
came quite  emotional  about  the  matter,  some 
defending  one  point  of  view  and  others  taking 
the  opposite  view.     No  conclusion  was  reached. 
By  April  the  query  was  changed  to   "Is  it  right 
for  members  of  a  church  to  open  their  houses 
for  dancing,   or  for  members  to  dance?"  By 
majority  vote  the  church  decided  that  it  was 
wrong  for  church  members  to  dance. 

Amos  Owen   (colored)  was  baptized  that  year. 
Letters  were  granted  for  Margaret  Clement,  John 
Wilson,  Mrs.  Catherine  Wilson,   Robert  F.  Wilson, 
John  H.  Wilson,  Mary  E.   Tomox,   Sarah  E.  Feezor 
and  Rebecca  Wright. 

A  new  controversy  arose  within  the  Jersey 
congregation.     It  concerned  the  right  of  a 
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Baptist  to  engage  in  communion   (observance  of 
the  Lord's  Supper)  with  people  of  another 
denomination.     Lucy  A.   Rice  was  accused  of  "open 
communion''1  on  February  6,   1869.     Her  case  was 
discussed  each  month  until  October  and  at  that 
time  she  was   "dropped  from  censure  because  she 
has  discontinued  open  communion."     William  Hamner 
was   "admonished  on  account  of  his  communion  with 
other  denominations...   He  appeared  and  confessed 
that  he  had  broken  the  rules  of  the  Baptist 
Church  in  communing  with  other  denominations, 
and  still  persisted  in  disobedience."  The 
church  withdrew  fellowship.     A  Negro  man  and 
two  Negro  women  were  excluded  for  immoral  con- 
duct . 

In  1869  seventeen  Negroes  were  granted 
letters:     George  Ellis,   Allen  Trentham,  Colrein 
Campbell,  Charles  Ellis,  Caroline  McDonald, 
Esoro  Bradshaw,   Anthony  Ellis,   James  Ellis, 
Monroe  Bradshaw,   James  Ellis,   Peggy  Ellis,  Nancy 
Ellis,  Hannah  Bradshaw,   Ellen  Shemwell,  Justy 
Ellis,   Dilly  Ellis  and  Ned  Ellis.     Five  Negroes 
were  baptized:     Sarah  Ann  Holt,   Susan  Mears, 
Jane  Holt,  Gilbert  Shepherd  and  William  Jackson. 
Nine  white  members  were  granted  letters  of  dis- 
mission:    Joicy  Miller,   Susan  Bradshaw,  Tomes 
March,   Hampton  McDonald,  Mrs.  Hannah  McDonald, 
Nathan  Holt,  Mrs.   Hetty  Holt,   Jeffrey  Bradshaw 
and  Mrs.  Jane  Hamner  Trexler.     White  persons 
baptized  that  year  were  Sarah  Santsing,  Martha  J. 
Saintsing,   George  W.   Smith, Jr.,   Barbara  Mowery, 
Sarah  Gallimore,   Sr.,   Sarah  Gallimore,  Jr., 
Sarah  E.   Becker,   Eliza  J.   Smith,  Wesley  Hiat, 
Ella  A.   Hunt,  Mary  F.   Yarborough,  Mary  E.  Feezor,- 
Margret  Warford,  George  Smith , Burgess  T.  Hunt, 
Marshal  Hunt  and  Daniel  Becker. 

The  church  at  Jersey  was  concerned  about 
the  moral  character  of  Elder  John  A.  Carnish. 
The  pastor,   Elder  Turner,  was  requested  to  write 
a  church  in  Missouri  about  him.     Dancing  con- 
tinued to  be  a  moral  issue  in  the  minds  of  the 
people,  but  there  was  a  division  of  those  who 
opposed  and  those  who  favored  permitting  church 
members  to  dance.     A  member  was  charged  with 
"having  balls  at  his  house."     After  thorough 
discussion  at  church  the  matter  a'Was  passed  over." 
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Two  women  were  excluded,  but  no  specific  charge 
was  recorded.     Jesse  H.   Maley  was  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  moral  character  of  a  man  and 
the  accused  person   "was  excused."     John  Stephen 
Holt  was  T'excluded  for  disorderly  conduct  in 
joining  another  church  without  leave  of  this 
church . " 

Two  persons  were  received  in  1870  by  expe- 
rience:    William  E.  Merrell  and  Mary  F.  Gobble. 
Thirteen  were  dismissed  by  letter:  Hamilton 
Smith,   L.   C.   Sink,  Margret  Owen,   Eugene  Owen, 
Fanny  Owen,   John  H.   Smith,  Mrs.  Mary  M.  Smith, 
Asa  Ribelin,  Mrs.   Asa  Ribelin,   Nancy  Josey, 
Barbara  Long,   Thomas  Hartman  and  John  Kelton. 

The  work  of  the  church  reached  a  low  ebb 
in  1871.     There  was  no  church  meeting  from 
January  until  April.     In  three  years  the  church 
had  suffered  a  net  loss  of  thirty  seven  members. 
The  people  were  in  a  controversy  over  the  evils 
of  dancing.     Two  members  were  granted  letters 
in  1871:     Joice  Miller  and  Miles  Kerns.  One 
was  received  by  letter:     Crissey  Smith.  Eight 
were  baptized:     Amanda  E.   Saintsing,  Elizabeth 
J.  Wilson,  Cicero  Rickard,   Edward  D.  Jarratt, 
A.   L.   Smith,   James  F.   Smith,   Letha  McGuire 
(colored)   and  Latisia  Smith   (colored).     A  Negro 
woman  was   "excluded  for  profanity  of  conduct." 
One  man  was  excluded  for  "profane  swearing" 
and  another  man  for  adultery. 

G.  W.   Smith  was  elected  to  represent  Jersey 
Church  at  the  Baptist  State  Convention,  meeting 
in  Charlotte  November  8,  1871. 

There  was  a  period  of  four  months  in  the 
winter  of  1872-1873  when  no  services  were  held. 
Several  changes  were  made.     David  Smith  and  G.  F. 
Smith,   Jr.,  were  ordained  deacons.     Three  men 
were  appointed  to  revise  the  church  book,  where- 
upon James  Wiseman  resigned  as  church  clerk. 
G.  W.   Palmer  was  elected  clerk  and  the  church 
"returned  its  thanks  to  Brother  Wiseman  for  his 
faithful  services  as  clerk."     The  committee 
reported   "on  the  revision  of  the  church  book  and 
find  a  number  of  members'   names  on  the  book, 
mostly  colored,  which  is  not  in  this  country 
and  cannot  tell  whether  they  are  dead  or  not. 
On  motion  their  names  are  to  be  erased  from  the 
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church  book,   sixty-eight  in  number."     A  new 
pastor  was  elected,  Elder  E.   Allison.  Thomas 
Holt  and  Amanda  Holt   (colored)  were  excluded. 
Letters  were  granted  to  Rufus  Ellis,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Ellis,   Henry  Miller,  Gilbert  Shepherd,  Polly 
Miller,  Cumby  Ellis,  Eliza  Smith,   Daniel  Smith 
and  Mrs.   Betsy  Smith.     W.   F.   Miller  and  Cornelia 
Pinkston  were  baptized.     Margaret  Owen,  Frances 
A.   Owen  and  William  Eugene  Owen  were  received 
by  letter. 

Elder  Allison  did  not  prove  to  be  satis- 
factory as  pastor.     In  April  1873,   the  church 
elected  Elder  Amos  Weaver  "to  serve  until  the 
first  of  January,   1874."     On  November  1  "the 
church  proceeds  to  elect  Brother  J.   g.  Richardson 
pastor  for  the  balance  of  the  year.     He  is 
invited  in  and  accepts  the  call."     No  new  mem- 
bers were  admitted  that  year.     Monroe  Holt 
applied  for  restoration  but  was  refused.     G.  W. 
Smith,   Sr.,    "was  elected  as  collector  of  finance." 

Nineteen  members  were  dismissed  by  letter: 
Alfred  J.  Wiseman,   John  Owen,   James  K.  Yarborough, 
Moriah  Holt,   Fanny  Holmes,   Jane  Ellis,  William 
Jackson,   Elizabeth  Myers,   Peter  Holt  (colored), 
Jesse  Owen,  Rachel  Ellis,  Cudge  Ellis,  Margret 
Ellis,   Dice  Ellis,   Emma  McDonald,   Arter  Ellis, 
Harry  Smith,  Easter  Kerns  and  Margret  Love.  A 
Negro  man  was  excluded  for  "misconduct."  A 
Negro  man  and  a  Negro  woman  were  excluded  for 
"adultery."     A  white  man  was  excluded  for  adult- 
ery.    In  two  years  the  church  suffered  a  net  loss 
of  ninety-seven  members. 

Elder  J.   B.  Richardson  proved  to  be  the 
leader  Jersey  Church  needed.     In  the  spring  of 
1874  people  began  to  respond  to  his  preaching 
by  encouraging  others  to  attend  worship.  Money 
began  to  flow  because  the  minister  was  firm  in 
demanding  that  they  respond  to  the  New  Testament 
teachings  at  that  point.     He  preached  "Repentance 
at  home  and  Missions  for  the  rest  of  the  world." 
He  challenged  his  people  to  support  education 
of  ministers  and  laymen  by  giving  to  Christian 
education  as  sponsored  by  the  North  Carolina 
Baptist  State  Convention.     He  accused  the  people 
of  being  dishonest  and  not  paying  the  back  salary 
of  Elder  William  Turner.     He  preached  the  need 
for  a  Sunday  School  at  Jersey.     The  people  were 
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told  that  they  should   support   "the  orphan  asylum" 
and  the  American  Tract  Society.     Not  since  the 
days  of  John  Gano  had  the  Jersey  congregation 
been  challenged  in  such  a  forthright  and  coura- 
geous manner  to  live  their  Christian  faith. 

We  have  two  first-hand  accounts  of  a 
revival  that  broke  loose  in  Jersey  Settlement 
in  1874.     Elder  Richardson  invited  a  friend, 
Elder  F.  M.   Jordan,  who  lived  near  Hillsboro, 
to  preach  at  Jersey  in  a   "big  meeting."  Later, 
in  a  letter  to  Elder  Jordan,   Elder  Richardson 
recalled:   I  was  pastor.     Meeting  commenced  on 
Saturday  with  four  or  five  inquirers  upon  the 
first  service.     You  reached  me  on  the  Sabbath. 
On  inquiry  I  told  you  that  I  knew  of  only  about 
twenty  unconverted  people  attending  our  regular 
services.     You  preached  and  fully  that  number 
cried  for  mercy.     We  had  no  night  services. 
Next  day  the  people  came  in  crowds.     You  rose 
to  preach,  but  soon  had  to  stop;   the  sinners 
all  over  the  house  were  crying  out  aloud  for 
Christians  to  pray  for  them.     Old  and  young, 
gray  headed  and  beardless  cried  aloud  till 
nearly  every  seat  in  the  house  was  a  mourner's 
bench.     Thus  it  continued  with  increasing  power 
from  day  to  day  without  another  sermon  preached 
for  ten  days.     Straw  was  brought  in  and  put  all 
over  the  floor  as  a  carpet.     Strong  and  brave 
old  confederate  soldiers,  husbands  and  wives  of 
many  years,   farmers  worth  their  thousands,  sons 
and  daughters  of  strong  minds,   lay  at  length  on 
the  straw  carpet,   like  the  wounded  and  dying 
before  a  mighty  victorious  power.     There  they 
lay  for  hours  helpless  as  wounded  soldiers,  till 
late  in  evening,  when  wagons  and  carriages  were 
provided,   in  which  they  were  helped  to  the 
nearest  homes  for  the  night.     Often  the  brethren 
had  to  carry  them  in  arms  from  church  to  vehicle. 
One  farmer,   owning  a  $25,000  plantation,  who, 
while  on  his  knees  in  church  received  a  mes- 
sage to  hasten  to  one  of  his  farm  quarters, 
where  his  hands  were  fighting,   replied  aloud, 
heard  all  over  the  house,    'Tell  the  overseers 
I  can't  come;  my  soul's  salvation  is  worth  more 
than  all  my  f arm .  ' 
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"Nor  did  the  interest  abate  at  night-fall, 
for  the  convicted  cried  and  prayed  aloud  in  some 
instances  all  night,   neither  eating  nor  slumber- 
ing,  even  at  late  hours  of  night,   seeking  the 
still  woods  where  they  were  heard  groaning  like 
wounded,   dying  soldiers.     We  put  forth  efforts 
to  quiet  them, but  all  in  vain.     Infidels  and 
skeptics  came  to  look  on,  but  the  contagion  on 
the  first  day  swept  them  from  their  boasted 
pedestal  to  bow  in  prostrate  form  for  mercy. 
Never  have  I  witnessed  such  a  meeting.     On  the 
tenth  day  you  and  I  led  sixty-five  down  into 
baptismal  waters.     At  next  monthly  meeting  I 
baptized  ten  more,  making  seventy-five  in  all." 

In  his  autobiography,   Elder  F.  M.  Jordan 
wrote  about  that  meeting:     Saturday  night  I 
took  the  car  at  Hillsboro  and  Sunday  morning  I 
was  at  old  Jersey  Church.     The  congregation 
had  assembled  when  I  arrived.     I  don't  know 
that  I  ever  felt  or  witnessed  more  of  the 
presence  and  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  both 
in  the  heart  of  saint  and  sinner.     I  preached 
a  short  sermon  and  many  came  forward  for  prayer. 
Strong  men  and  women  shouted  and  praised  the 
Lord,   and  sinners  cried  for  mercy.     Some  trembl- 
ing mourners  were  rejoicing  because  of  pardoned 
sin,   and  telling  it  around  what  a  dear  Saviour 
they  had  found.     The  meeting  continued  nine  days. 
We  had  a  prayer  meeting  every  morning  at  10  a.m., 
and  by  9  o'clock  the  hill  was  lined  with  people, 
and  inquiring  souls  were  finding  the  Saviour 
precious  to  their  souls,   at  their  homes,  along 
the  roadsides,   in  their  fields,   and  just  any- 
where,  and  would  come  out  voluntarily  and  tell 
what  the  Holy  Spirit  had  wrought  in   their  hearts, 
because  they  could  not  suppress  their  feelings. 

"The  whole  community  was  moved  by  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghost.     It  was  difficult  to 
preach,   indeed  it  did  not  seem  to  require  much 
preaching;   just  pray  and  sing  and  rejoice. 
Sunday,   the  last  day  of  the  meeting  was  a  memo- 
rable day  in  the  history  of  old  Jersey  Church. 

"A  large  number  had  been  received,  and  were 
to  be  baptized.  There  was  a  nice  stream  running 
near  the  church,  through  a  body  of  large  timber; 
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a  beautiful  place  for  baptism.     The  brethren 
prepared  two  large  tents  near  each  other.  The 
males  prepared  for  baptism  in  one,   and  the 
females  in  the  other.     Brother  Richardson  and 
I  were  both  to  baptize.     We  marched  out  of  our 
tent  in  double  file,  by  the  door  of  the  sisters, 
when  they  fell  in,   in  like  manner.     We  marched 
down  to  the  creek  below  where  we  were  to  bap- 
tize,  and  then  marched  up  the  creek  to  the 
place  appointed.     Brother  Richardson  and  I  took 
our  places  in  the  middle  of  the  creek.  The 
deacons  went  in  with  us  to  convey  the  candi- 
dates to  us,   and  then  to  the  shore.     And  then 
alternately  we  began  to  baptize  the  candidates; 
and  as  we  would  baptize  the  columns  would  move 
up.     The  number  baptized  was  sixty-seven,  com- 
posing fathers  and  mothers,  brothers  and  sisters 
of  various  sizes  and  ages,   one  whole  household 
among  the  member,   if  not  more.     It  was  a  wonder- 
ful scene  to  behold.     People  were  there  from 
Salisbury  and  Lexington,   and  the  whole  surround- 
ing country.     There  must  have  been  between  one 
and  two  thousand  people  present  to  witness  the 
solemn  scene.     I  would  look  up  occasionally  upon 
the  vast  assembly,   and  almost  everybody  seemed 
to  be  bathed  in  tears  of  love  and  gratitude  to 
God  for  the  wonderful  displays  of  His  grace  and 
goodness . 

"After  the  baptism,   all  assembled  at  the 
old  Jersey  Meeting  House,   and  the  right-hand  of 
fellowship  was  given  to  those  baptized;  three 
columns  across  the  house,   amidst  songs  and  shouts 
of  praise  to  God  for  the  wonderful  displays  of 
His  saving  grace  and  redeeming  love." 

In  making  a  description  of  Elder  J.  B. 
Richardson,   Elder'  Jordan  spoke  of  him  as  tall, 
fine  looking  with  heaven  in  his  voice.     He  con- 
cluded,   "I  regard  him  as  one  of  the  very  best 
preachers  in  North  Carolina."     Jordan  invited 
Richardson  to  help  him  in  a  meeting  in  Durham 
in  1874,   and  Richardson  wrote  to  his  friend 
about  that  experience:     "By  eleven  a.m.,  the 
church  was  nearly  full  of  a  waiting  congre- 
gation.    A  sermon  was  preached  and  you  gave  an 
invitation  to  inquirers  after  salvation.  Some 
dozen  or  more  came  forward  for  prayers  and 
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instruction.     At  night,   the  weather  being  most 
favorable,   the  house  was  filled  to  packing  the 
aisles.     At  the  close  of  the  sermon  some  forty 
or  fifty  rose  for  prayer.     Services  were 
announced  for  the  next  day.     On  Monday  the  con- 
gregation was  about  the  same  as  on  the  Sabbath, 
with  interest  increasing.     At  the  night  services 
the  house  was  again  packed,   and  the  Holy  Ghost 
was  most  graciously  working  among  us. 

"On  Tuesday  the  meeting  was  still  increas- 
ing.    I  stayed  three  weeks;  we  labored  day  and 
night... At  the  close  of  the  meeting,   you  bap- 
tized forty-five." 

The  great  revival  of  1874  at  Jersey  was 
referred  to  as   "protracted  meeting."     The  dates 
were  October  3  through  October  11.     While  Elder 
F.  M.   Jordan  was  the  main  preacher,  Elders 
William  Hamner  and  Aaron  Yarborough  were  present 
and  assisted  by  pleading  with  sinners  and 
assuring  the  convicted  persons. 

One  result  of  the  revival  was  to  raise  "a 
balance  of  $27.00  due  Elder  William  Turner  for 
services  rendered  in  1869."     Turner  had  been 
invited  to  come  and  help  with  the  protracted 
meeting,   but  evidently  he  did  not  feel  kindly 
towards  Jersey  Church  on  account  of  this  indebt- 
edness on  their  part  for  some  of  his  salary  for 
each  of  the  last  several  years  he  was  serving 
them.     Another  result  of  the  revival  was 
several  special  offerings  for  missions  and 
education.     In  December  the  church  contributed 
$6.65  to  state  missions  and  $6.00  to  Christian 
education.     This  was  a  departure  from  previous 
practices . 

Letters  were  granted  Susan  Owen,  "Brother 
Monroe,"  and  Thomas  Holt   (colored)   that  year. 
The  two  latter  persons  were  restored  to  full 
fellowship  then  given  letters.     Two  women  were 
excluded  for  "living  in  adultery."     Susan  Owen 
Willis   "joined  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Lex- 
ington against  the  rules  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
therefore  she  is  excluded  from  the  fellowship 
of  this  church."     Lucy  Ann  Rice  and  Sarah  Thomas 
(colored)    "united  with  churches  not  of  the  same 
faith  and  order  with  us,   therefore  we  withdrew 
our  fellowship  from  them." 
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Four  persons  were  received  by  certificate 
from  Elder  Lambeth  of  Salisbury,    "there  being 
no  organized  church  at  that  place  at  present." 
They  were  baptized  with  seventy  others  as  has 
been  described  above.     Those  baptized  were: 
Lee  Owen,   Robert  A.  McCrary,   Alice  E.  Caldwell, 
Robena  Gallimore,  Roanna  A.   Gallimore,  Victoria 
Miller,   Elizabeth  Gallimore,   Alice  L.  Miller, 
Sarah  Ann  Roach,  Mary  C.   Jerret,   Almyra  Becker, 
Mary  Staley,  Martha  E.   Row,  Nancy  J.  Staley, 
Sarah  A.   Jerret,  Minnie  F.   Smith,  Mary  Darr, 
Luginia  Swink,  Mary  P.   Swink ,  Margaret  H.  Feezor, 
Jesse  Gallimore,  William  H.   Stewart,   George  W. 
Warford,  Thomas  M.   Swink,   Thomas  Mowry ,  Boon 
Wilson,   Robert  H.  Miller,   Robert  L.  Smith, 
David  H.   Miller,  Thomas  J.   Smith,   Samuel  Row, 
Obediah  Staley,   Phillip  J.  Myers,   Jefferson  D. 
Smith,   Peter  M.   Smith,  Henderson  V.  Miller, 
John  H.   Feezor,   Alfred  A.   Smith,   John  Owen, 
William  A.   Gallimore,   James  A.   Richard,  David 
L.   Hunt,   Alexander  Staley,  Peter  Feezor,  James 
Howerton,  Margaret  L.   Hartley,   Priscilla  Beall 
(colored),   Sandy  Beall   (colored),  Mary  Ann  Row, 
Ellen  Row,  Amanda  Row,   Almyra  B.   Prim,  Sarah 
Bell  Tate,   Sarah  Williams,   Alice  Smith,  Florence 
March,  Nancy  J.   Smith,  Millard  F.   Swink,  Charles 
H.   Gobble,   John  March,   Thomas  March,  A.  Henderson 
March,   Adam  W.   Swink,  Robert  C.   Palmer,  Adoniram 
J.   Owen,   Laurah  N.   Howerton,   James  W.  Headen, 
Alfred  N.   Ragan,   Ida  Headen,   Alice  B.  Headen, 
Minnie  Headen,   Sarah  Holman,   Elizabeth  Hoskin 
and  Nancy  Gallimore. 

The  results  of  the  1874  revival  were  mani- 
fest in  various  ways. 

The  well-to-do  farmers  of  Jersey  Settle- 
ment had  never  given  large  sums  of  money  for 
their  church  work,   nor  had  they  supported  many 
different  causes  with  money.     They  decided  to 
practice  a  different  kind  of  financial  steward- 
ship.    In  February  a  finance  committee  of  five 
was  elected:     G.  W.   Smith,   Sr.,   A.H.  March, 
Jesse  Maley,  R.   A.   McCrary,   and  H.  V.  Miller. 
The  finance  committee  went  to  work  at  once. 
By  June  R.   A.  McCrary  had  raised  enough  money 
to  purchase  an  organ  for  the  church,   and  the 
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church  agreed  to  receive  it.   Anna  Smith  was 
thanked  by  the  church   "for  the  energy  she  has 
displayed  in  furnishing  this  church  with  two 
chairs  and  the  pulpit  with  a  carpet  and  a  sofa." 
The  church  agreed  to  raise  the  pastor's  salary 
"for  the  present  year"  from  $125.00  to  $200.00. 
Money  was  raised  for  different  causes  as  follows: 
January  2,   $20.25  to  pay  for  a  new  pulpit  stand; 
February,   $27.00  to  pay  back  salary  of  Elder 
William  Turner;   also  G.  W.   Smith  reported  that 
he  had  collected  $129.50  for  pastor's  salary 
for  the  past  year,   paid  Elder  J.   B-  Richardson 
$125.00  for  his  services,   and  was  instructed 
to  apply  the  remaining  $4.50  on  William  Turner's 
back  salary;  May,   $5.70  for  foreign  missions  and 
$6.85  for  home  missions;  June  $2.25  for  foreign 
missions;   July  $5.18  to   "benefit  the  orphan 
asylum;"  August,   $2.45  for  state  missions; 
September,   $1.45  for  foreign  missions,  $2.65 
for  Sunday  School  missions,   and  $9.70  for  Elder 
R.   H.   Griffith  for  preaching  three  days  in  a 
protracted  meeting;   October,   $2.05  for  the 
American  Tract  Society;  November,   $2.60  for 
state  missions.     In  September  the  church  agreed 
to  assist  in  the  employment  of  a  missionary  to 
labor  within  the  bounds  of  the  Liberty  Baptist 
Association . 

The  protracted  meeting  of  1875  began  on 
September  2.     Elder  Green  preached  Sunday  night. 
Elder  Griffith  preached  Monday  and  Tuesday 
nights  and  Wednesday  during  the  day.  Elder 
Green  preached  Wednesday  night.     Elder  R.  A. 
Moore  preached  Thursday  and  Elder  Green  preached 
that  night.     Elder  William  Hamner  preached  Friday 
night.     There  were  no  conversions,   though  preach- 
ing was  well  attended.     During  the  year  three 
persons  were  baptized:     Georgeanna  A.   E.  Small, 
Laurah  Howerton  and  Mary  Ann  Ren.     Letters  were 
granted  for  Mary  E.   Staley,  Wesley  Hiatt,  Jesse 
Gallimore,  Mrs.   Nancy  Gallimore  and  Robena 
Gallimore . 

A  new  committee  was  created  to  serve  regu- 
larly and  report  to  the  church  concerning  the 
spiritual  welfare  of  the  members.     Until  this 
time  a  special  committee  had  been  named  to  deal 
with  any  person  about  whom  a  question  was  raised. 
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The  new  spiritual  committee  consisted  of  the 
pastor  and  E.  Merrel,   David  Smith,   G.   F-  Smith, 
Jr.,   A.J.   Owen,   J.  W.   Headen  and  J.   A.  Rickard. 
These  persons  were  empowered  to  investigate  the 
activities   of  members  and  report  their  findings 
to  the  church.     Upon  their  recommendation, 
fellowship  was  withdrawn  from  six  persons  in 
187b:     a  man  and  a  woman  for  immoral  conduct; 
a  white  man  and  a  white  woman  for  joining 
churches  of  other  denominations;   a  Negro  man 
for  "murdering  his  fellow  man;"  and  a  Negro  man 
for  "communing  with  another  denomination." 

Two  trustees  were  elected,   G.  W.   Smith,  Sr., 
and  A.   H.  March,   to  serve  with  James  Wiseman, 
only  surviving  trustee.     G.   F.   Smith,   Sr.,  was 
elected  treasurer. 

W.   F.  Miller  was  elected  sexton  and  was 
charged  with  responsibility  for  keeping  the 
church  clean,   providing  wood  for  fuel,  and 
maintaining  fire  in  cold  weather. 

Elder  J.   B.   Richardson  paid  the  church  a 
visit,   preached  one  Sunday,   and  the  church  took 
up  a  collection  and  gave  him  thirteen  dollars 
"in  consequence  of  sickness"  in  his  family. 

By  1876  the  church  had  lost  some  of  its 
enthusiasm  and  attendance  dropped.     Elder  J.  B. 
Boon  was  called  as  pastor.     Daniel  Becker  was 
elected  sexton  and  was  authorized   "to  furnish 
wood  for  the  stove  and  present  his  account  to 
the  church  for  payment."     The  church  decided  to 
meet  on  Saturdays  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning 
and  Sundays  at  eleven  o'clock.     The  first  mention 
of  Sunday  School  by  the  clerk  says,    "a  collection 
was  taken  for  Jersey  Sunday  School  to  buy  books." 
The  church  contributed  $9.02  to  foreign  missions, 
$3.00  to  education,   $17.00  for  repairs  to  the 
building,   $6.85  to  state  missions,   $2.35  to 
Sunday  School  missions,   and  $3.25  to  buy  books 
for  Jersey  Sunday  School. 

The  education  of  ministers  was  laid  upon 
the  hearts  of  the  people  when   "Brother  Griffith" 
was  "allowed  the  privilege  of  laying  the  claims 
of  the  Theological  Seminary  of  South  Carolina 
before  this  church."     Late  in  the  year  the  church 
voted  to  "delay  election  of  a  pastor  until  our 
present  salary  is  paid  up." 
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Only  one  person  was  baptized  in  1876, 
Florence  Seachrist.     The  church  decided  to  re- 
vise the  list  of  colored  members.     Letters  were 
granted  to  Alfred  Miller,   Luke  Owen,  Nancy 
Simmons,   Sandy  Beall,   Isabella  Smith,  Emily 
Miller  and  Hannah  Roach.     The  names  of  six 
other  Negroes  were  erased  from  the  roll: 
Douglas  Hargrove,   Alexander  Smith,   Barbara  E. 
Owen,   Jane  Bradshaw,  Caroline  Hargrove  and 
Julia  Foster.     Letters  were  granted  to  five 
white  members:     Latisia  Smith,   Peggy  Smith, 
Almyra  B.   Prim,   Obadiah  Staley  and  York  Brad- 
shaw.    Two  men  were  excluded  for  "disobeying 
the  rules  of  the  church."     A  woman  was  excluded 
for  "adultery."     A  man  was  charged  with  drinking. 
He  admitted  drinking  ardent  spirits  upon  advice 
of  his  physician,   denied  drinking  to  excess, 
and  was  forgiven.     Then  he  asked  for  a  letter 
of  dismission,  which  was  granted. 

Daniel  Becker  served  as  sexton  for  a  year 
and  the  church  failed  to  pay  him  for  his  ser- 
vices.    In  March  of  1877  the  church  voted  to 
allow  three  dollars,   his  apportionment,  for 
the  services  he  had  rendered.     This  indicates 
that  each  church  member  was  apportioned  or 
assessed  a  certain  amount  as   "church  dues." 
The  same  month  Elder  J.  H.   Booth  was  elected 
pastor  and  was  offered  a  salary  of  $100.00. 
The  church  still  had  not  raised  all  of  the 
money  due  Elder  J.  B.   Boon  on  his  salary. 
Anna  Smith,   Fanny  Smith,   Thomas  March  and  James 
W.   Smith  were  requested  to  raise  the  balance 
due  by  subscription.     Trouble  arose  over  the 
assesment  system  of  raising  money.     March  3  the 
church  instructed  its  finance  committee  "to 
notify  the  delinquents  on  their  list  to  pay  up 
their  assessments  or  appear  at  our  next  con- 
ference to  show  cause  whey  they  should  be  ex- 
cused."    Most  members  ignored  that  threat. 
March  31  there  was  an  argument  as  to  whether 
the  other  action  was  too  strong.     Charles  Yar- 
borough  appeared  at  conference,  declared  that 
the  committee  had  apportioned  him  more  than  he 
was  able  to  pay,   and  the  church  excused  him  the 
balance  not  paid.     The  system  had  broken  down. 
So  a  committee  was  then  appointed  to  see  all 
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delinquents  and  find  out  whether  or  not  they 
were  able  to  pay  their  apportionments.     In  May 
the  spiritual  committee  was  ordered  to  investi- 
gate all  members  who  were  delinquent  in  payment 
of  apportionments.     June  2  the  spiritual  com- 
mittee recommended  that  all "delinquents  be 
liberated  from  their  apportionment,   that  Sabbath 
hat  collection  be  dispensed  with,   and  in  its 
sted  the  systematic  plan  be  instituted  to  lay 
by  weekly  and  pay  quarterly  by  appointing  Brother 
G.  W.   Smith,   Jr.,   treasurer  and  collector."' 

Soon  there  was  trouble  over  the  new  plan. 
By  December  "the  pastor's  salary  was  set  at 
$150.00  and  the  church  decided  that  the  members 
should  be  apportioned  according  to  their 
several  abilities  to  pay  the  pastor's  salary." 
The  motion  was  discussed,   then  laid  on  the 
table.     Two  months  later  it  was  discussed, 
passed  unanimously,   and  a  committee  of  seven 
was  instructed  to  make  the  apportionment. 

Late  that  year  the  church  instructed  the 
clerk  to  call  the  roll  every  three  months.  If 
a  member  should  miss  four  calls  in  succession 
he  would  "be  cited  before  the  church  to  answer 
such  default."     Elder  William  Turner  was  unani- 
mously called  to  serve  as  pastor  in  1877  at  a 
salary  of  $150.00.     Members  contributed  $2.73 
to  home  missions  and  $9.61  to  foreign  missions. 
A  man  and  a  woman  were  excluded  for  fornication 
and  adultery.     Letters  were  granted  for  Thomas 
Mowry,   Barbara  Mowry,  W.   A.  Gallimore,  Mary 
Gallimore,   Elizabeth  Gallimore,   Sarah  Gallimore, 
Susan  Miller  and  Elizabeth  Wilson. 

There  was  some  clarification  of  the  church 
property  rights  in  1848.     Reference  was  made  to 
the  deeds  of  Jersey  Baptist  Church.  Earlier 
references  had  been  to  joint  ownership  by 
Presbyterians,  Episcopalians  and  Baptists. 

Robert  Hamner,  Annie  E.   Palmer,   James  R. 
Hunt,   Isaac  G.  Yarborough,  Virginia  Victory  and 
Margaret  A.  Bailey  were  baptized.     The  church 
voted  unanimously  to  forbid  dancing.     A  man  was 
accused  of  dancing,  made  acknowledgements,  and 
the  church  forgave  him.     One  member  was  forgiven 
for  drinking.     A  man  was  excluded  for  drinking, 
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another  man  for  lying  and  two  women  for  "joining 
churches  of  different  denominations  contrary  to 
the  rules  of  the  Baptist  church." 

James  Wiseman,  trustee,  died,   and  was  re- 
placed by  W.   F.   Miller.     September  7,   1878,  the 
church  requested  A.   J.   Owens,   administrator  of 
the  James  Wiseman  estate,   to  cancel  "a  note  of 
one  hundred  dollars  as  the  property  of  Jersey 
Church."     The  church  raised  money  in  March, 
August  and  November  for  associational  missions, 
a  total  of  $21.50  and  sent  $8.40  to  the  "orphan 
asylum . " 

Evidently  the  pastor  left  Jersey  before  the 
year  was  out,  which  some  people  did  not  appre- 
ciate.    The  church  voted  that   "hereafter  when 
we  call  a  pastor  that  he  serve  during  the 
pleasure  of  the  church  or  the  pastor,  and 
whenever  either  church  or  pastor  wishes  to  make 
a  change  they  are  to  give  three  months  notice." 

A  man  was  excluded  for  dancing.  Another 
man  was  charged  with  dancing,   refused  to  say 
whether  he  would  quit  or  not,   and  three  months 
later  promised  that  he  would  quit  dancing  and 
was  forgiven.     Two  men  acknowledged  that  they 
had  been  drinking  ardent  spirits  to  excess,  and 
were  forgiven.     A  male  member  was  charged  with 
"giving  away  and  treating  promiscously  on 
spirituous  liquors ,  which  the  church  thinks  is 
Injurious  to  the  cause  of  Christ,"  confessed, 
and  was  forgiven.     Letters  were  granted  for 
Sarah  Cornelison,   Peter  Long,  Henry  M.  Hargrove, 
Mrs.   Laurah  Hargrove,  Ellen  Hargrove,  Eliza 
Hargrove,   Annie  E.   Feezor,   David  Miller,  Daniel 
Becker,  Margaret  Warford,  Hampton  Holt  (colored) 
and  Ben  Wiseman  (colored). 

E.  Merrill  raised  $8.00  to  purchase  a  stove 
for  the  church  in  June,  1879. 


Chapter  8 


UNSTEADY  STEPS 

Jersey  Church  supported  foreign  missions 
by  contributing  $9.80  in  1880,   gave  $6.15  to 
the  orphanage  and  $3.65  for  education.  William 
H.  Yarboro  joined  by  letter. 

Wake  Forest  College  appealed  for  support 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Liberty  Association.  The 
messengers  representing  Jersey  Church  were  con- 
vinced of  the  need  and  pledged  $10.00.  In 
February,   1881,   they  told  the  church  about  their 
pledge  "for  educating  young  ministers  at  Wake 
Forest  College,"  and  the  church  agreed  to  pay 
the  pledge.     In  March  money  was  raised  for  the 
Baptist  Church  at  Salisbury.     In  August  the 
Reverend  Samuel  H.  Thompson  preached  a  sermon  on 
missions  and  the  church  raised  $8.25  for  world 
missions.     Immediately  afterwards,  Elder  J.  B. 
Richardson  preached  on  the  need  for  state  missions. 
Another  offering  was  made  and  the  people  gave 
$4.25  for  that  cause. 

Revival  meetings  were  held  during  these 
years  under  a  brush  arbor  on  the  church  grounds. 
In  June,   1881,   a  committee  of  five  men  was 
appointed  to  repair  the  arbor,   get  seats  and 
clean  up  the  grounds  in  preparation  for  a  "pro- 
tracted meeting."     A  committee  of  three  was 
named  to  select  two  ministers  to  assist  in  the 
meeting.     Three  members  were  received  by  letter: 
Columbus  Carrick,  Charles  Smith  and  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth Smith.     Nine  were  received  by  experience: 
Nancy  E.  Carrick,  Martha  Jane  Merrill,  Willie 
V.   Smith,  John  L.  Palmer,   Lindsay  A.  Smith, 
Charles  A.   Owen,  Mary  L.   Owen,   Daniel  L.  Smith 
and  Marcelles  Gallimore.     Mary  Trentham  and 
Flora  Seachrist  were  excluded  for  joining 
"another  church  of  different  order  contrary 
to  Baptist  doctrine."     The  following  were 
granted  letters:     James  Smith,  Robert  H.  Hamner, 
John  T.  Yarbro,  Mrs.   Amanda  Yarbro,   Albert  L. 
Yarbro,   Samuel  Yarbro,   Isaac  Yarbro,   Lee  Owen, 
Amanda  Sink,   J.   R.   Hunt,  Mrs.   Fanny  Hunt  and 
B.  L.Hunt. 

The  church  was  far  behind  schedule  in  pay- 
ment of  pastor's  salary,   and  on  May  13,  1882, 
Elder  William  Turner  resigned.     There  was  imme- 
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diate  reaction.     He  was  given  assurance  that  if 
he  would  remain  with  the  church  the  salary  would 
be  raised  at  once  and  his  salary  would  be  paid 
regularly  in  1882.     Pledges  were  called  for: 
G.   F.   Smith,   Sr.,   David  Smith,   G.  W.   Smith,  Sr., 
G.  W.  Palmer  and  J.  W.Headin  gave  $10.00  each; 
L.R.   Tate  paid  $5.00;   E.  Merrel,  C-  Corrick,  A. 
J.   Owen,   J.  H.Maley,   J.  W.   Smith  and  G.   F.  Smith, 
Jr.,  paid  $2.50  each;   and  another  $5.00  was  paid 
by  W.   F.  Miller,   L.   A.   Smith  and  G.   Gobble.  The 
leaders  made  an  earnest  appeal  to  Elder  Turner 
to  reconsider  and  remain  pastor.     He  promised 
to  think  about  it.     June  10  at  conference  the 
church  accepted  his  resignation,   extended  him 
another  call  "for  the  balance  of  the  year," 
and  he  accepted  the  call. 

Mr.   Gallimore  was  baptized  by  Elder  Henry 
Sheets  at  Bethel,    and  Jersey  Church  accepted  him 
as  a  member.     James  Goss,  Mrs  Margaret  Goss, 
Annice  Swing  and  Mary  J.   Smith  joined  by  letter. 
Letters  were  granted  for  A.   L.   Smith,  Mary  S. 
Yarborough  and  Amanda  Rickard.     A  man  was  accused 
of  "using  bad  language,   drinking  ardent  spirits 
to  excess  and  visiting  a  place  which  would 
injure  his  character."     He  confessed  and  was 
restored  to  full  fellowship.     A  male  member  was 
excluded  for  fornication.     In  October  Elder  J.  B. 
Richardson  was  called  to  serve  as  pastor  for  the 
year  1883.     The  church  raised  $4.65  for  the 
American  Bible  Society. 

In  1883  Jersey  Church  contributed  to  several 
causes:     $3.54  for  as sociational  missions;  $15.22 
to  help  build  a  church  at  Pleasant  Grove,  Ran- 
dolph County;   $1.20  for  Sunday  school  at  Cotton 
Grove;   $2.80  for  foreign  missions;   $2.60  for 
education;   and  $25.00  for  "Brothers  H.  Morton, 
A.  Yarborough  and  S.  H.   Thompson"  for  services 
rendered  in  protracted  meeting. 

The  major  concern  of  the  church  that  year 
was  with  discipline.     G.   F.   Smith,   Sr. >  E .  Merrel 
and  G.  W.  Palmer  were  appointed  to  write  out  and 
recommend  some  rules  and  by-laws  whereby  the 
church  might  be  governed.     Four  months  later 
they  recommended  "the  constitution  and  disci- 
pline of  the  Greensborough  Baptist  Church  with 
some  alterations."     The  church  adopted  these  on 
July  21. 


98 


Non-attendance  was  made  a  major  offense.  The 
clerk  was  instructed  to  call  the  roll  at  each 
church  conference,   or  once  a  month.     If  a 
person     should  be  absent  four  roll  calls  in 
succession,  he  would  be  notified  to  give  excuse 
for  non-attendance. 

Ten  persons  were  brought  before  the  church 
during  1883  and  charged  with  breaking  rules  of 
the  church.     Two  men  "had  a  difficulty  between 
them,"  were  waited  on  by  a  special  committee 
of  the  church  and  "made  friends  and  shook  hands." 
One  man  who  was  accused  of  drinking  was  for- 
given.    Two  men  were  excluded  for  drinking.  One 
man  and  two  women  were  excluded  for  immoral  con- 
duct.    A  man  was  excluded  for  non-attendance. 
One  man  confessed  that  he  had  been  dealing  in 
spirituous  liquors ,   and  said  if  it  was  against 
the  rules  he  would  quit.     He  denied  that  he  had 
been  living  in  adultery.     The  church  forgave  him. 
Five  months  later  he  was  excluded  for  selling 
liquor . 

While  so  many  people  were  charged  with 
breaking  church  rules,  votes  were  called  for  by 
voice,    "yes"  or  "no".     In  one  case  the  moderator 
was  accused  of  being  unfair  in  ruling  on  the 
vote.     In  December  one  member  moved  "that  here- 
after on  the  exclusion  of  any  member  the  vote 
shall  be  taken  by  rising."     The  method  of  voting 
was  changed. 

Letters  were  granted  to  Alice  B.  Thompson, 
Minnie  Holmes,   Eliza  E.   Headen,  Mrs.  Margaret 
Feezor  Roach,   Suffrona  Saintsing,  Jane  Saintsing, 
Amanda  Leonard,   J.   J.   McCuiston,  William  E. 
Merrel  and  M.   J.  Merrill.     Edward  Jarrett  was 
restored  to  full  fellowship.     Mollie  Smith  was 
received  by  letter.     Elder  S.  H.  Thompson 
baptized  several  persons  following  a  protracted 
meeting  at  Pine  School  House  on  August  19,  1883: 
Henry  Nooe,   Sally  E.   Glover,   Nannie  L.  Palmer, 
Ader  B.   Palmer,  Mary  J.  Miller  and  Amanda  J.  Nooe. 
Other  received  by  baptism  were:     John  J.  McCuis- 
ton, Jason  Row,   Fanny  Gibbons,  Betty  May  Galli- 
more,   Mary  A.   Hartley,   Laura  E.   Palmer,  Charles 
E.   Hunt,  William  Newsom,  George  W.  Miller,   Z.  T. 
Sharp  and  Amanda  M.  Sharp. 
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January  26,   1884,   time  of  meeting  was 
changed  from  the  "fourth  Sunday  and  Saturday" 
to  the  first  in  each  month. 

A  movement  was  begun  to  purchase  three 
acres  of  land  on  the  slope  of  a  hill  in  front 
of  the  church.     May  31,   G.  W.   Smith,   Sr.,  W.  F. 
Miller  and  G.  W.   Palmer  were  appointed  "to  nego- 
tiate with  Brother  Charles  Smith  to  purchase  a 
lot  of  land  in  front  of  the  church...   also  to 
raise  the  amount  of  money  to  purchase  same." 
Charles  Smith  offered  to  sell  three  acres  for 
$100.00.     By  July  5,   the  committee  had  raised 
$50.00.     In  August  they  had  $60.00,  but  as  late 
as  the  following  January  they  did  not  have 
enough.     July  4  of  the  next  year,   1885,  the 
committee  reported  that  money  had  been  raised 
and  the  land  purchased.     The  deed  was  read  and 
presented  to  G.  W.   Smith,   A.  W.  March  and  W.  F. 
Miller,   the  trustees.     The  land  had  been  sur- 
veyed October  13,   1884,  by  P.   E.   Zink.  The 
church  then  owned  6.62  acres  of  land. 

G.  W.   Smith,   Sr.,  was  elected  deacon, 
taking  the  place  of  Ebenezer  Merrill,  deceased. 

January  26,   1884,   two  persons  were  nominat- 
ed for  pastor.     Elder  S.H.   Thompson  received 
forty-seven  votes  and  William  Turner  received 
twelve  votes  on  the  first  ballot.     Then  the  vote 
was  made  unanimous  for  Thompson.     Salary  was  set 
at  $150.00,   "together  with  his  traveling  expenses 
on  railroad  from  Lexington  to  Linwood  and  back." 
By  the  end  of  the  year  the  church  was  behind 
$43.00  on  the  salary,     but  raised  that  amount 
within  a  month.     It  had  taken  the  church  until 
August  of  1884  to  pay  in  full  the  salary  of  J.  B. 
Richardson  for  1883. 

When  delegates  were  appointed  to  the  Liberty 
Association,  the  church  Instructed  them  to  pledge 
$10.00  for  state  missions,   $10.00  for  foreign 
missions,  $10.00  for  associational  missions  and 
$6.00  for  education. 

February  3  of  that  year  "Brother  Wiley  Smith, 
colored,"  was  elected  sexton  and  served  until 
1901.     His  salary  was  set  at  $10.00  per  year. 

J.  W.   Broadway  and  Elizabeth  Broadway  were 
received  by  letter  and  Bostian  Miller  by  expe- 
rience.    The  names  of  Isaac  Ellis,   Ausber  Har- 
grove,  and  George  Long,   all  colored  were  dropped 
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from  the  roll  for  non-attendance.     Peter  Feezor, 
Mary  Cross,  W.  H.   Stewart  and  Sarah  Owen  were 
granted  letters.     A  man  was  "excluded  for  being 
convicted  in  court  of  dealing  in  spirituous 
liquors  without  license."     Three  men  and  two 
women  were  excluded  for  fornication.     A  man 
was  excluded  for  "profanity  and  drinking." 
Two  men  were  excluded  for  "not  being  in  fellow- 
ship. " 

Elder  Henry  Sheets  was  called  as  pastor 
for  1885,   again  for  1886,   and  for  1887.  On 
September  5,   1885,  the  trustees  reported  that 
one  side  of  the  church  needed  a  new  cover,  which 
was  no  surprise  to  the  people  who  had  been  pre- 
sent when  water  dripped  on  them  while  it  was 
raining.     Two  committees  were  required  to  deal 
with  the  matter.     H.  V.  Miller  and  J.  M.  Stoner 
were  appointed  "to  see  where  and  at  what  price 
they  can  get  sawed  shingles."  It  was  customary 
for  farmers  to  make  their  own  shingles  by  split- 
ting short  blocks  of  wood.     If  it  would  not  be 
too  expensive, the  church  would  buy  shingles 
made  at  a  saw  mill.     C.  C.  Carrick,  W.   F.  Miller 
and  J.  W .   Smith  were  appointed  to  raise  money 
and  buy  shingles  and  nails  to  cover  the  church. 
In  October  it  was  reported  that  shingles  could 
be  purchased  at  different  prices.     H.  V.  Miller 
was  instructed  to  purchase  as  many  as  would  be 
needed.     December  1,  H.  V.  Miller  reported  that 
he  had  not  bought  any  shingles.     The  church 
authorized  him  to  "buy  or  get  them  sawed  wherever 
he  could  get  them."     December  5,   the  church  set 
a  work  day,   December  15,  Tuesday,   and  requested 
the  male  members  to  gather  at  the  church  and 
cover  the  meeting  house.     C  C.  Carrick  was 
appointed  to  raise  money  to  buy  glass,  stove 
pipe  and  other  necessary  items  for  the  church. 
He  also  discovered  that  a  new  stove  was  needed 
and  purchased  one. 

Letters  were  granted  to  Alice  E.  Butler 
and  J.   D.   Smith.     Seven  persons,   charged  with 
non-attendance  during  1885,  were  excused  when 
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they  offered  explanation.     Five  men  were  ex- 
cluded for  non-attendance,   a  member  was  charged 
with  "not  paying  pastor's  dues,"  made  no  excuse 
and  was  excluded.     Another  paid  part  of  his 
pastor's  dues,  was  told  in  July  that  he  would 
be  required  to  pay  the  total  assessment,  gave 
excuse  each  month  until  December,   and  was  ex- 
cluded December  5.     A  man  was  excluded  for 
"swearing  a  lie  and  then  running  away  and 
leaving  the  country."     A  woman  was  excluded  for 
f  ornication . 

It  occured  to  someone  that  the  church  could 
raise  some  money  by  renting  out  "a  part  of  the 
land  next     to  the  public  road  in  front  of  the 
church  for  agricultural  purposes,   and  apply  the 
proceeds  to  the  benefit  of  the  church."  The 
trustees  were  authorized  to  rent  the  land.  The 
project  failed  because  they  could  not  find  any- 
one to  cultivate  it. 

Ellen  Ellis  wanted  to  become  a  member  of 
a  Negro  church  which  had  been  constituted  follow- 
ing the  War,  but  she  had  been  excluded  from 
fellowship  at  Jersey.     September  5,   1886,  she 
confessed  that  she  had  been  wrong,   asked  to  be 
restored,  was  accepted  back  in  fellowship,  then 
was  granted  a  letter  upon  request.     Dorcas  Holt, 
Sally  Holt,  Eliza  Henderson  and  Priscilla  Beall, 
all  Negroes,  were  granted  letters  of  dismission. 

A  committee  on  revision  of  the  roll  recom- 
mended that  one  Negro  and  nine  white  persons  be 
excluded.     A  Negro  man  was  excluded  for  non- 
attendance  and  failure  to  pay  dues.     A  white 
woman  was  excluded  for  fornication. 

February  5,   1887,   the  church  authorized  the 
trustees  to  sell  the  arbor,  which  had  been  used 
for  protracted  meetings  for  many  years,   and  the 
old  stove.     It  was  reported  that  day  that  the 
church  was  behind  in  payment  of  salary  to  Elder 
Sheets,  pastor.     He  decided  not  to  continue 
serving  the  church,  and  in  April  a  call  was 
extended  to  Elder  S.  H.  Thompson  for  the  remain- 
der of  the  year,   "the  salary  not  to  exceed 
$113.50."     It  was  also  decided  to  pay  the  sexton, 
Wiley  Smith  (colored),   $6.00  for  his  services 
for  one  year,   only  $4.04  of  which  had  been  paid 
in  November.     The  church  gave  $15.00  to  Elder 
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T.   Carrick  for  preaching  in  protracted  meeting 
in  November,   at  which  time  there  were  fifteen 
conversions.     The  church  contributed  $6.27  to 
state  missions,   and  $3.03  to  foreign  missions. 

For  several  years  there  had  been  a  major 
emphasis  upon  excluding  members,  with  the  effect 
that  forty-three  members  were  excluded  for 
breaking  rules  in  four  years.     Two  of  those 
years  not  a  single  new  member  was  received.  A 
revival  in  November  of  1887  brought  about  a 
different  atmosphere.     Twenty-four  new  members 
came,   all  except  one  as  a  result  of  the  revival. 
R.   A.  McCrary,  H.   P.   Feezor  and  Sidney  Gallimore 
were  restored  to  full  fellowship.     L.  G.  Lewis 
and  Elizabeth  Lewis  were  admitted  by  letter. 
Those  who  were  baptized  were:     T.   J.  Doby,  James 
Lewis,   Alice  G.   Palmer,   Betty  J.  Yarbro,  Martha 
Lewis,  Elizabeth  Feezor,   Jones  Q.  Miller,  Stokes 
Carrick,   Flora  Carrick,  Charles  Trantham,  John 
Trantham,   Lula  Doby,  Annie  Trantham,  George  Cox, 
William  Lewis,  Mathew  Lewis,   Loveless  Miller, 
James  Bailey  and  Patience  Bailey.     J.  M.  Stoner, 
Jane  Maley,  R.   A.   McCrary,  Mrs.   Laurah  McCrary 
and  Daniel  Smith  were  granted  letters.     A  man 
was  excluded  for  "drinking  and  swearing." 
Another  man  was  charged  with  drinking,  but  after 
investigation  the  church  released  him  from  the 
charge.     A  man  was  charged  with  larceny,  emphati- 
cally denied  the  charge,   and  was  defended  by 
"several  of  the  brethren"  who  expressed  their 
views  in  favor  of  him.     After  lengthy  discussion 
of  the  charges  he  was   "sustained  by  the  church 
as  to  not  being  guilty." 

Elder  S.   H.   Thompson  tendered  his  resigna- 
tion as  pastor  on  March  31,   1888.     Elder  Thomas 
Carrick  was  unanimously  called  to  same  "for  the 
balance  of  the  year,"     the  salary  set  "at  rate 
of  $150.00."     He  served  until  1897. 

The  church  decided  on  May  19,   1888  to 
"enforce  the  rules  laid  down  in  the  Greensborough 
Manuel."     A  woman  was  excluded  for  fornication. 
Five  persons  were  charged  with  being  delinquent. 
Four  of  them  either  paid  their  dues  or  gave 
excuses  that  were  satisfactory,   and  they  were 
excused.     One  man  was  excluded   "for  failure  to 
pay  his  part  for  support  of  the  pastor's  salary." 
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Letters  were  granted  to  Susan  Tate  and  Susan 
Goss   (colored).     Mrs.   S.  C.   Sink,  William 
O'Daniel  and  Mrs.  Mary  A.   O'Daniel  were  received 
by  letter.     W.   F.   Sink,   G.    E •   Sink,  Thomas  J. 
Yarbro,   John  L.  Miller,   John  H.   Feezor,   Idah  M. 
Sowers,  Delia  A.  Sowers  and  J.  Bell  Feezor  were 
baptized . 

In  1889  Susan  Willis  was  restored  to  full 
fellowship.     Moses  McCorn  and  Mrs.   Julia  McCorn 
were  received  by  letter.     Letters  were  granted 
for  J.  W.   Broadway,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Broadway  and 
Susan  Willis.     Ben  Wiseman,   colored,   applied  for 
a  letter  of  dismission,  but  since  he  had  failed 
to  pay  his  apportionment  the  letter  was  not 
granted.     A  man  was  found  to  be  guilty  of  larceny 
and  was  excluded.     A  woman  was  excluded  for  join- 
ing the  Lutheran  church  and  another  woman  for 
joining  the  Presbyterian  church  at  Salisbury. 

Early  in  1890  a  movement  was  begun  to 
purchase  an  organ.     By  May  17  the  necessary 
amount,   $65.00,  was  in  hand  and  the  organ  was 
purchased.     The  church  voted  to  receive  it. 

People  in  the  New  Friendship  Community 
decided  to  build  a  church  in  memory  of  Elder 
William  Turner,  deceased,  who  had  also  served 
as  pastor  at  Jersey  Settlement  for  more  than 
twenty  years  during  three  different  pastorates 
there.     They  appealed  to  Jersey  Church  to  help. 
A.   J.   Owen  was  appointed  to  solicit  funds  for 
that  purpose. 

Mary  Trentham  and  J.   H.  Maley  were  restored 
to  fellowship.     During  a  revival   in  November 
Charles  S.  Palmer,  Cornelia  Long  and  James 
Walter  Trentham  were  received  by  experience. 

Letters  were  granted  to  James  Goss,  Mrs. 
Margaret  Goss,  Betty  J.  Yarbro,  William  O'Daniel, 
Mrs.  Mary  O'Daniel,   L.   G.   Lewis,  Elizabeth 
Lewis  and  Matthew  Lewis.     A  man  "asked  the  church 
to  have  his  name  erased  from  the  church  roll  for 
the  reason  that  he  did  not  feel  that  he  was  fit 
to  belong  to  the  church."     A  woman  and'  two  men 
were  charged  with  being  delinquent  with  pastor's 
salary  for  1888,  but  a  settlement  was  made  in 
each  case. 

In  1891  three  persons  were  restored  to 
fellowship:  C.  H.  Goble,  Sherman  Nooe  and 
Sally  E.  Miller.     Charles  Roach,  Nannie  Miller 
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and  Effie  Glover  were  received  by  letter.  The 
following  were  baptized:     Mary  E.   Palmer,  Annie 
E.   Roberts,  Ursley  E.   B.   Goble,   Amelia  A.  Carrick, 
Sophia  L.  Miller,   Fannie  Miller,  Mary  A.  Cross, 

B.  F.  Miller,  Benjamin  C.  Miller,   J.   E.  Palmer, 
Ellen  J.   Roach,   Robert  A.   Goble,   James  B.  Palmer, 
John  Glover,  Gray  Barber,   Ginnie  Howard,  Jesse 
Sowers,  Mrs.  Mary  L.   Sowers,   Fred  C.  Sowers, 
Baxter  Sowers,   Harry  C.   Sowers,  William  F.  Sowers, 
A.   Vance  Miller  and  C.   G.   Sowers.     Letters  were 
granted  for  Nannie  J.   Smith,   Idah  M.  Floyd, 
Elizabeth  Floyd,   H.   P.   Feezor,   John  H.  Feezor, 
Mary  E.   Feezor  and  J.   Bell  Feezor.     A  woman  was 
charged  with  fornication,   confessed  her  sin,  and 
was  forgiven.. 

The  church  discovered  that  a  former  member 
had  quit  dealing  in  liquor  and  restored  him  to 
fellowship  in  1892.     Two  other  former  members 
were  also  restored.     J.   D.   Palmer  was  received 
by  letter.     The  following  were  baptized:  Amanda 
E.   Everhart,   Alfred  W.   Yarbro,   Noah  A.  Yarbro 
and  Henry  E.   Smith.     Letters  were  granted  for 
G.  W.   Miller,   J.  W.   Smith,  Mrs.   Mollie  H.  Smith 
and  J.  W.Headen.     Two  women  and  five  men  were 
excluded  for  joining  a  Methodist  Church.  One 
man  was  excluded  because  "he  refused  to  resign 
his  office  as  a  storekeeper  in  the  U.   S.  Dis- 
tillery. " 

A  revival  in  September,   1893,   resulted  in 
a  large  number  of  baptisms:     Walter  F.  Pope, 
Sanford  M.  Pope,   Florence  Owen,  Florence  Staley, 
Sarah  Styres,  Bertha  Howard,   John  D.  Owen, 
Peter  A.   Owen,   Alexander  Evans,   Delia  Copley, 
Mary  Howard,   George  W.   Smith,   Lillia  K.  Brooks, 
Addie  Pennix,   Joicy  E.   Staley,   Robert  J.  Tate, 
Martha  M.   Tate,  Marcellus  Smith  and  J.  E. 
Rickard.     Mary  A.   Row  was  restored  to  fellowship. 

C.  M.   Pope,  Louisa  Pope  and  Martha  J.  Pope  joined 
by  letter  that  year.     A  letter  was  granted  to 
Harriet  Smith   (colored).     This  is  the  last  time 

a  colored  member  is  mentioned  in  the  records  of 
the  clerk.  A  member  requested  that  his  name  be 
erased  from  the  roll. 

Alice  Row,   Eliza  G.   Spaugh  and  James  F. 
Smith  were  restored  in  1894.     A  Mr.  Walser 
was  received  by  letter.     The  following  were 
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baptized:     Lindsey  Ingram,  Charles  F.  Williams, 
George  W.   Owen,   Idah  L.   Pope,   Jennie  Walser,  Mary 
Smith,   Ivey  A.   Smith  and  Mrs.   Dora  Smith.  Two 
men  were  reported  not  to  be  living  up  to  the 
requirements  of  the  church  and  were  excluded. 

By  1895  the  people  of  the  Jersey  Church 
were  interested  in  securing  school  facilities 
so  that  they  could  give  their  children  an  educ- 
ation.    August  18  the  church  authorized  "the 
trustees  to  make  a  deed  to  a  board  of  trustees 
committee  in  District  No.   100  to  build  a  school 
house,   the  house  to  be  used  for  both  public  and 
private  schools . " 

Loula  Haden  was  received  by  letter.     A.  B. 
Sowers,  C.   F.   Grubb  and  W.   C.   Grubb  were  baptized 
that  year.     The  following  year  John  Glover  and 
Mrs.   Effie  Glover  were  dismissed  by  letter. 
"Sister  Kindley"  was  baptized.     L.   H.  Snider, 
Mrs.   L.   H.   Snider,  M.  C.   Snider,  M.   A.  Snider, 
R.   L.   Coley  and  Mrs.   Molly  Coley  were  received 
by  letter.     A  woman  and  six  men  requested  that 
their  names  be  dropped  from  the  roll.     A  woman 
and  two  men  were  excluded  for  non-attendance 
and  failure  to  support  the  pastor. 

Elder  Thomas  Carrick  ended  ten  years  of 
service  as  pastor,  resigning  on  January  16,  1897. 
W.  H.  Rich  was  called  to  succeed  him  at  a 
salary  of  $125.00  per  year.     The  people  loved 
and  appreciated  Thomas  Carrick  so  much  that  they 
passed  the  following  resolutions  on  March  21: 
"Resolutions  of  respect  to  Brother  Thomas  Carrick. 
Whereas  that  Brother  Thomas  Carrick  has  been  in 
the  providence  of  God  called  to  labor  in  another 
part  of  Christ's  vineyard  and  in  consequence 
thereof  tendered  his  resignation  of  the  pas- 
torate of  Jersey  Church;  and 

"Whereas,   the  membership  of  the  church  has 
more  than  doubled,   the  interest  in  missions  has 
been  greatly  revised;  the  contributions  to  all 
benevolent  objects  have  been  largely  increased; 
the  spirituality  of  the  church  has  been  deepened; 
and  we  all  feel  that  we  have  grown  in  grace  and 
knowledge  under  the  wise  and  efficient  leader- 
ship of  our  retiring  beloved  pastor; 

"Resolved  (1st)   that  the  resignation  of 
the  pastor  of  Jersey  Church  hereby  is  accepted 
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to  take  effect  on  the  16th  day  of  January,  A.  D. 
1897; 

"Resolved   (2nd)   that  Brother  Thomas  Carrick 
has  by  courtesy  and  kindness,   by  purity  of  life 
and  doctrine,   and  by  the  faithful  discharge  of 
the  duties  pertaining  to  his  holy  office  for 
nine  years  secured  the  love  and  confidence  of 
his  people  which  will  follow  and  be  with  him  in 
his  field  of  labor; 

"Resolved   (3rd)   that  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  spread  upon  our  minutes,   a  copy  be 
sent  to  Brother  Carrick,   and  one  copy  be  sent 
to  the  Biblical  Recorder  with  request  to  pub- 
lish." 

In  November  the  pastor  was  sick  and  Elder 
Henry  Sheets  preached  in  a  revival.     He  was 
paid  $8.00  for  his  services.     Alice  Caldwell 
was  dismissed  by  letter  that  year  after  being 
restored  to  fellowship.     Mary  Walser  and  Rev. 
and  Mrs.   Thomas  Carrick  were  received  by 
letter.     Mary  Leona  Lopp,  Eva  Florence  Snider, 
Grover  William  Gobble,   John  Lee  Carrick,  Banks 
Carrick,   Henry  Irvin  Lopp,  Minnie  Irene  Miller, 
Clarra  Lopp  and  Gracy  Frances  Smith  were  bap- 
tized. 

In  December,   1897,   a  decision  was  made  to 
remodel  the  church.      It  took  about  two  years  to 
get  this  done,  but  it  stimulated  interest  in 
the  church  work.     Two  trees  in  front  of  the 
church  were  cut  for  stove  wood.     Money  was 
raised  for  cleaning  off  the  grave  yard.  The 
Methodists  in  Linwood  offered  their  church 
building  to  the  Baptists  for  services  while 
the  other  meeting  house  was  being  repaired. 
Letters  were  granted  to  Amelia  H.   Hunt  and 
Isaac  Doby.     Peter  A.   Owen  withdrew  fellowship 
at  his  own  request.     William  C.   Beck  and  C.  L. 
Lopp  joined  by  letter. 

A  new  bell  was  installed  in  the  remodeled 
church.     The  people  pledged  $175.84  to  pay  on 
the  indebtedness.     The  church  sent  $2.85  for 
state  missions. 

W.   H.   Rich  resigned  as  pastor  in  the  fall 
of  1899.     The  church  had  Rev.   John  B.  Miller 
preach  in  a  revival.     He  was  unanimously 
elected  pastor  but  refused  to  accept  the  call. 


107 


Then  the  church  asked  W.   H.  Rich  to  serve 
another  year.     He  agreed  to  do  so  only  if  the 
church  would  pay  him  $150  for  his  services. 
A.   H.   March,   S.   Carolina  Smith  and  Laurah 
Parish  were  granted  letters.     Mary  Eliza  Miller, 
Emma  Penninger  and  Burnetta  Smith  were  received 
by  letter.     Henry  F.  Wise,   James  C.  Alley, 
Robert  Ernest  Smith,  Carry  B.   Snider,  Bell 
Howard,  Beulah  D.  Miller,  Maudy  Miller  and 
Willie  Smith  were  baptized. 


Chapter  9 
MOODS  AND  MOVEMENTS 

The  Jersey  congregation  set  forth  upon  life 
in  the  Twentieth  Century  in  a  remodeled  church 
building  and  with  a  broader  concern  about  reli- 
gion than  in  most  of  its  earlier  history. 

The  old  patterns  of  giving  were  broken 
towards  the  end  of  the  last  century.     The  church 
began  to  support  worthy  Christian  causes  of  all 
kinds.     For  example,   in  1900  the  treasurer 
reported  a  surplus  of  $6.00  on  hand.     That  in 
itself  was  something  new.     Immediately  the  con- 
gregation voted  to  "send  it  to  the  Baptist  Female 
University  in  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,   for  the 
benefit  of  some  young  lady  to  be  educated." 

In  1899  the  members  began  to  remodel  their 
church  house.     Before  that  work  was  done  there 
was  a  slave  gallery,   supported  by  Doric  columns 
painted  white,  with  a  panel  above  the  supports. 
Negro  members  and  other  Negroes  who  attended  the 
church  sat  there,  were  always  quiet  and  were 
considered  to  be  a  reverent  group.     But  the 
Negroes  had  left  the  church  to  join  churches  of 
their  own,  the  last  one  in  1893.     So  the  slave 
gallery  was  no  longer  needed. 

Wiley  Smith,  many  years  the  church  sexton, 
had  become  quite  prominent  In  the  life  of  the 
church.     He  was  tall  and  walked  with  real  dig- 
nity.    He  was  polite.     After  he  had  been  sexton 
a  good  many  years  he  almost  controlled  the 
services  of  worship.     Before  bell  time  he  could 
be  seen  checking  the  pews,   arranging  hymn  books, 
talking  to  people  as  they  entered  the  building, 
bowing  graciously  before  the  ladies,   leading  the 
children  to  get  a  drink  of  water  out  of  the 
wooden  bucket.     If  a  preacher  talked  rather  long, 
he  would  walk  up  the  aisle  from  the  entrance 
with  a  pitcher  of  fresh  spring  water,   place  it 
on  the  pulpit  stand  beside  the  minister,  and 
walk  slowly  back. 

The  sanctuary  had  a  beautiful  walnut  pulpit, 
a  walnut  column  on  either  side,   and  steps  to  the 
platform.     The  pulpit  stand  was  made  of  walnut, 
rather  wide.     There  were  two  rows  of  windows, 
one  where  the  slave  gallery  had  been,   the  other 
below,   all  of  them  rectangular  in  shape. 
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The  Baptist  Orphanage  at  Thomasville  had 
sent  out  an  appeal  for  funds  to  construct  a 
Mills  Memorial  Building.     Jersey  Church  sent  a 
contribution  of  $9.00. 

Three  members  were  restored  to  fellowship 
and  one  was  immediately  granted  a  letter  of  dis- 
missal.    Mamie  Miller  was  received  "on  recommend- 
ation of  her  former  pastor  at  Leaksville." 
Estelle  Rothroc,   Samuel  Sharp,   Laura  Owen  and 
Frances  Pool  were  received  by  letter.  Bell 
Sharpe,  Effie  Trexler,   Sallie  Sharp,  Amanda 
Sharpe,   Isom  Smith,  Thomas  Poole,  William  Bar- 
bee,   Franklin  H.   Snider,   James  M.   Snider,  Leona 
Miller,   Luther  Edwin  Miller,  R.   L.   Spaugh,  Sarah 
E.  Miller,  Clara  F.   Miller  and  John  T.  Disher 
were  baptized.     Letters  were  granted  for  Moses 
McCarn,  Mrs.   Moses  McCarn,   Sidney  Gallimore, 
Mary  E.   Owen  and  Laura  Owen. 

Most    of  the  repair  work  and  remodeling 
was  completed  during  the  years  1899  and  1900. 
In  February,   1901,   the  weather  was  cold,  and 
the  heating  system  of  the  church  was  not  satis- 
factory.    A  temporary  arrangement  had  been  made 
for  the  stove  pipes.     A  committee  was  asked  to 
find  out  what  it  would  cost  to  build  flues  for 
the  stoves.     The  same  day  the  church  decided  to 
adopt  a  new  system  for  payment  of  the  pastor's 
salary  of  $150.00:     they  would  pay  him  once 
each  month. 

North  Carolina  Baptists  were  undertaking 
to  raise  $100,000.00  for  Christian  education. 
Rev.   0.   L.   Stringfield  preached  at  Jersey,  made 
a  special  appeal  for  funds,   and  the  church  took 
a  special  collection  at  the  close  of  the  service. 

In  July  the  church  named  a  committee  to 
raise  enough  money  to  enclose  the  grave  yard. 
On  October  5  the  church  called  J.  R.   Miller  to 
serve  as  pastor  for  1902  at  a  salary  of  $150.00, 
the  amount  to  be  paid  in  monthly  installments. 
Early  in  the  year,   1901,   Annie  Beck,   Lida  Kepley, 
Alice  L.   Sharpe  and  Esther  Sharpe  were  received 
by  letter.     Lindsay  Kepley  presented  himself  for 
membership,   stating  that  he  had  been  a  member 
of  the  Dunker's  Church,  had  been  baptized  by 
immersion,   and  was  satisfied  with  his  baptismal 
experience.     The  church  had  no  policy  concerning 
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such  a  request.     Following  considerable  dis- 
cussion it  was  decided  that  he  should  be  received 
without  being  baptized  again.     Following  a 
revival  meeting  in  August  Charles  Ray  Sharpe, 
Ira  Alexander  Sharpe,   Albert  Lee  Miller,  Mary 
Susan  Yarbrough,  Daisey  Samantha  Yarbrough, 
Margaret  Elizabeth  Owen  and  Mary  E.  Trantham 
were  baptized.     Letters  were  granted  to  Emma 
Penninger,   Anice  Younts,   Sophia  Garret,  Bettie 
E.   Miller,   Bula  T.  Miller,  Maude  H.   Miller,  R.  B. 
Miller,   Delia  Copley,  Dora  Smith,   Alice  G.  Miller, 
James  Lewis  and  Ivy  A.   Smith.     George  Cox  was 
excluded  for  joining  the  German  Reformed  Church. 

A  revival  was  begun  September  21,   1902,  and 
"the  meeting  was  protracted  until  Friday  follow- 
ing."    The  following  were  baptized:     Henry  Clay 
Trantham,  Robert  Bennet  Snider,  William  Sylvester 
Disher,   John  Taylor  Sharpe,  Carrie  Alberta  Owen, 
Delia  Mattie  Sharpe,  Mary  Jane  Sharpe,  Acy 
Francis  Snyder,   Jennie  Yarbrough,  Mattie  Owen 
and  Ida  Hendrix.     W.  C.   Barnes,   J.   T.  Barnes, 
Noah  Barnes,   Sarah  E.   Barnes  and  Emma  Barnes 
were  received  by  letter  that  year.     Gray  Barber 
applied  for  a  letter.     It  was  not  granted 
because  he  had  failed  to  pay  any  money  on  the 
pastor's  salary  in  1901.     The  church  ordered 
the  clerk  to  send  him  a  letter  as  soon  as  he 
could  pay  his  dues  on  the  pastor's  salary. 
Letters  were  granted  for  Sanford  M.   Pope,  G.  W. 
Miller,  Mrs.  Minnie  I.   Miller,  Thomas  Carrick, 
Mrs.   Thomas  Carrick  and  Estel  Rothroc.     A  man 
requested  that  his  name  be  taken  from  the  roll 
and  his  request  was  granted.     Victoria  Miller 
joined  the  Presbyterian  church  at  High  Point 
and  fellowship  was  withdrawn  at  Jersey. 

Fifteen  members  were  excluded  on  April  19 
for  "failure  of  not  attending  church  meeting, 
not  paying  anything  for  the  support  of  the  church, 
and  also  treating  the  church  with  contempt  after 
being  duly  notified." 

In  February,   1903,  W.   C.   Roach  resigned  as 
organist  and  Amanda  Sharpe  was  elected  to  take 
his  place.     Lona  Miller  was  elected  to  serve  as 
assistant  organist.     Time  for  preaching  on  Sat- 
urdays was  changed  from  eleven  o'clock  in  the 
morning  until  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
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Calvin  Crook  and  W.   J.   Sapp  joined  by  letter. 
Malinda  C.   Snider,   Annie  K.  Miller,  Mary  Owen, 
Beulah  Owen,  George  G.  Barnes  and  Lovina  Jarratt 
were  baptized.     A  member  requested  that  his  name 
be  removed  from  the  roll,   stated  that  this  was 
for  reasons  unavoidable,  but  he  refused  to  give 
the  reasons.     His  name  was  removed. 

In  December  the  special  committee  to  pur- 
chase new  seats  for  the  church  reported  some 
progress.     By  March  19,   1904,  they  had  received 
pledges  amounting  to  $160.00.     They  were  in- 
structed to  use  their  best  judgment  and  order 
seats  whenever  a  sufficient  amount  of  money 
should  be  subscribed. 

The  Baptist  Church  at  Elizabeth  City,  275 
miles  east  of  Jersey,  wrote  a  letter  requesting 
money  to  help  them  construct  a  church  building. 
The  church  agreed  to  take  a  special  offering, 
which  was  forwarded  to  the  brethren  at  Elizabeth 
City  by  the  clerk. 

Grace  Smith,  Cora  L.  Palmer,  Hattie  Jiles, 
Thomas  M.   Sheets  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Sheets  joined 
by  letter.     Lee  Smith,  Myrtle  Smith,  Florence 
Bowers,  Lee  Gobble,  Charles  McCarn,  Hugh  Lindsay 
Miller,  Roy  Lee  Snider,  Pearl  Smith,  Lillie 
Miller,  Walter  B.   Palmer,   L.   Edward  Smith,  John 
Adam  Howard,  Roby  Lee  Lomax,  George  A.  Kepley 
and  Annie  Owen  were  baptized.     Letters  were 
granted  for  J.  D.  Walser,  Mrs.   Jennie  Walser, 
Willie  Smith  and  Gray  Barber.     A  woman  had 
charges  brought  against  her  by  the  spiritual 
committee,   confessed,   asked  forgiveness,  and 
requested  the  people  to  pray  for  her.  The 
request  was  granted.     Roby  Lomax  was  excluded 
for  joining  the  Methodist  Church  in  Linwood. 

In  1905  a  member  preferred  charges  against 
the  church,   saying  that  the  church  was  divided 
and  not  in  union.     Investigation  proved  that  he 
was  having  trouble  with  one  of  his  neighbors. 
Five  months  later,   in  July,  he  wrote  the  church 
a  letter  stating  that  if  he  had  said  or  done 
anything  that  was  offensive  to  any  one  of  the 
church  he  was  very  sorry,  and  asked  the  church 
to  forgive  him.     Shortly  thereafter  the  neighbor 
was  accused  of  unChristlike  conduct.     He  was 
acquitted  three  months  later.     Letters  were 
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granted  to  Lindsay  Ingram,  B.   F.  Miller,  Fannie 
Miller,  J.   Lee  Carrick,   James  Crook  and  Mrs. 
Amelia  Crook.     Lindsay  Ingram  and  B.   F.  Miller 
were  restored  to  fellowship.     Daniel  C.  Sharpe 
and  Mrs.  Cynthia  Sharpe  were  received  by  letter. 
Leona  May  Palmer  and  nine  others  whose  names 
were  not  recorded  were  baptized. 

Z.  T.   Sharpe  resigned  as  treasurer  in  May, 
1906,   and  was  replaced  by  W.  C.  Roach  who  was 
to  serve  "indefinitely."     J.  R.  Miller  resigned 
as  pastor  and  S.   D-   Swaim  was  called  at  a  salary 
of  $150.00  per  year.     He  could  not  begin  preach- 
ing until  May,   so  Rev.   H.  Morton  was  called  to 
serve  as  supply  pastor  until  May.     Alice  Thomp- 
son, Koran  Curlee  and  Alice  Palmer  were  restored 
to  membership.     Vallie  Spaugh,  Carrie  C.  Smith, 
Samuel  Billings,   Samuel  Jarratt,  Thomas  Yates 
Jiles,     G.   Lee  Beck,  R.   Armsted  Tate,  William 
Trexler,  Ray  Smith,   Annie  Beck,  Daisey  Pope 
and  Adah  Hartley  were  baptized.     Letters  were 
granted  for  Alice  Thompson,  Koran  Curlee,  Idah 
L.   Penninger  and  Florah  Sink. 

L.   A.  Smith  resigned  as  collector  for 
sexton  in  January,   1907  and  Samuel  Sharpe  was 
elected.     W.  C.  Grubb  was  restored  to  fellow- 
ship.    Emma  Penninger  and  Effie  Trexler  were 
received  by  letter.     Emma  Owen,  Annie  B. 
Jarratt,  Carrie  Miller,  Emma  R.  Pool,  Minnie 
Beck,  Cora  Myers,   John  Palmer,  Pearl  Palmer, 
and  Henry  Crook  were  baptized.     Letters  were 
granted  for  W.  C.  Grubb,  Luther  Edwin  Miller, 
Emma  Bailey  and  Stokes  Carrick.     Three  members 
were  excluded  at  their  request  for  non-atten- 
dance and  lack  of  interest.     At  the  same  time 
the  church  instructed  its  finance  committee 
to  write  all  delinquent  members   "who  do  not 
attend  nor  pay  anything  to  the  support  of  the 
church  and  request  them  to  apply  for  their 
letters  and  join  some  church  nearer  them." 

A  movement  was  begun  to  start  a  church 
at  Center  Hill  as  an  arm  of  Jersey  Church.  A 
special  conference  was  called  October  17,  1907, 
and  such  an  arm  was  authorized,  the  following 
persons  being  designated  as  charter  members: 
Rohama  Gallimore,  Marcellus  Gallimore,  Betty  May 
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Gallimore,  T.  M.   Sheets,  Eliza  Sheets,  J.  V. 
Palmer,  Alice  Palmer,  Pearl  Palmer,  Ada  Hartley, 
C.   A.   Owen,  Carrie  Owen,  Annie  Owen,  Emma  Owen, 
Eugene  Owen,  Alice  Owen,  Bean  Owen,  Mattie  Owen, 
John  Owen,  Margaret  Owen,  A.  V.  Miller,  Carrie 
Miller,   A.   L.  Miller,  Sallie  Miller,  Lillie 
Miller, J.  E.  Palmer,  J.   L.  Bowers,   Sarrah  Bowers, 
Florence  Bowers,  C.  F.  Rickard,   Elizabeth  Rickard, 
J.  E.  Rickard,  Charles  McCarn,   Florence  Leonard, 
Joyce  Swing,  Martha  Staley,  E.   D.  Jarratt, 
Lovina  Jarratt,  D.   0.   Jarratt  and  Annie  Jarratt. 

A  significant  step  was  taken  at  Jersey 
Church  when  some  of  the  women  met  on  July  20 
and  organized  a  Woman's  Missionary  Union.  The 
first  members  listed  in  the  records  of  the 
organization  indicate  charter  members  as:  Mrs. 
J.   B.   Palmer,  Mrs.   J.  N.  Penninger,  Mrs.   L.  A. 
Smith,  Miss  Adelia  Sharpe,  Miss  Sallie  Sharpe, 
Miss  Effie  Trexler,  Miss  Kate  Miller,  Miss  Jennie 
Trantham,  Miss  Amanda  Sharpe,  Miss  Essie  Trexler 
and  Mrs.  J.  A.  Sharpe.     Another  record  indicates 
nine  members  at  the  outset:     Mrs.   J.  B.  Palmer, 
President;  Mrs.  R.   L.  Palmer,  Secretary;  Mrs. 
J.   N.   Penninger,  Treasurer;  Mrs.  J.  A.  Sharpe, 
Miss  Sallie  Sharpe,  Miss  Adelia  Sharpe,  Miss 
Kate  Miller,  Miss  Effie  Trexler  and  Miss  Annie 
Beck . 

A  policy  was  established  whereby  each  woman 
would  pay  dues  each  month,   and  once  a  quarter 
the  members  would  decide  upon  a  most  worthy 
cause  to  which  to  give  the  accumulated  money. 
The  first  contribution  was  made  to  foreign 
missions  in  August,   1907,   amounting  to  $1.20. 
By  that  time  there  were  sixteen  members.  The 
largest  amount  contributed  by  an  individual  at 
one  time  was  twenty-five  cents,  given  by  Miss 
Kate  Miller  in  August.     Most  contributions  were 
in  the  amount  of  five  cents  or  ten  cents. 

In  September  there  were  twenty-two  members. 
Seventeen  of  them  contributed  a  total  of  $2.07. 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Palmer  contributed  fifty  cents.  The 
records  indicate  that  in  the  early  years  of  this 
organization  each  member  made  a  contribution  at 
each  meeting  attended. 
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Contributions  of  W.   M.  U.   for  the  months 
following  its  organization  were: 

August  31,   1907,   foreign  missions... $  1.20 

September,   1907,   state  missions   2.00 

November,   1907,  home  missions   2.30 

February,   1908,   foreign  missions....  3.95 
orphanage  infirmary....  13.10 

May  31,   1908,   foreign  missions   3.76 

August  31,   1908,  home  missions   2.00 

state  missions   2.00 

November  30,   1908,   state  missions...  3.66 
December,   1908,   orphanage  infirmary.  17.00 
February,   1909,   foreign  missions....  3.36 
The  church  sponsored  an  Easter  egg  hunt  in 
the  spring  of  1909.     A  fee  was  charged  for  each 
person  to  cross  the  creek  on  a  log  and  then  en- 
gage in  the  hunt.     One  boy,  George  Hunt,  paid 
his  fee  to  cross  the  creek,  fell  off  the  log  and 
into  the  water,   got  wet  and  had  to  borrow  some 
dry  clothes.     The  cost  was  ten  cents  for  prizes 
and  nine  cents  for  other  expenses. 

The  amount  raised  for  foreign  mis sions . . $2 . 74 
May  3,   1909,  Louisville  Training  School.  2.00 

August  31,   1909,  home  missions   4.26 

November  30,   1909,   state  missions   3.70 

foreign  missions   2.25 

In  November  the  money  for  foreign  missions 
was  raised  by  giving  "a  Chinese  entertainment" 
and  then  taking  a  collection. 

The  matter  of  getting  seats  for  the  church 
proved  to  be  a  serious  one.     The  committee  which 
had  been  authorized  to  do  so  never  raised  quite 
enough  money  to  purchase  pews.     They  became 
discouraged  and  made  no  decision.     The  women  of 
the  church  became  wrought  up  and  decided  that 
perhaps  they  should  see  the  project  through. 
So  in  May,   1908,   "the  Lady's  Missionary  Society 
asked  the  church  for  the  privilege  to  reseat  the 
church,  which  was  granted."     Almost  immediately 
they  raised  the  money,  then  came  back  to  the 
church  on  June  20  and  requested  permission  to 
sell  the  old  seats.     Action  was  taken  in  the 
affirmative,   and  after  services  that  Saturday 
the  women  got  one  of  the  men  to  serve  as  auction- 
eer.    The  seats  were  sold  to  members  of  the 
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church  and  the  new  pews  were  installed  a  short 
time  afterwards. 

At  the  usual  time  in  September  a  revival 
was  held,  beginning  on  Sunday  night,  September 
13,  and  continuing  each  night  the  following  week, 
closing  on  the  morning  of  September  20.  Atten- 
dance was  good.     The  pastor  was  assisted  by  L.  C. 
Weston,   "the  beloved  and  efficient"  pastor  at 
Cooleemee  and  Jerusalem.     "For  six  days  and 
nights  he  preached  the  word  in  clearness,  sim- 
plicity,  and  great  power  to  the  delight  and 
satisfaction  of  our  people.     We  have  rarely 
heard  a  series  of  more  profound  gospel  sermons, 
delivered  with  telling  effect.     Brother  Weston 
is  a  great  favorite  with  our  people  and  will 
always  be  heard  by  our  people  with  great  pleasure 
and  profit,"  wrote  the  clerk. 

In  October  the  Reverend  S.   D.  Swain, 
referred  to  as   "beloved  pastor,"  resigned.  It 
was  not  easy  to  find  a  pastor  to  succeed  him. 
The  deacons  were  charged  with  the  responsibility 
of  finding  a  pastor.     In  November  they  reported 
that  they  had  not  been  able  to  find  anyone.  But 
on  January  15  they  reported  "a  letter  from  Thomas 
Carrick  stating  he  thought  he  could  accept,"  and 
also  they  read  a  card  from  "Brother  Keller  stat- 
ing that  he  would  be  here  on  tomorrow  and  preach." 
0.   A.  Keller  preached  the  next  morning,  the 
church  called  him  and  he  accepted. 

Amanda  Stiers  was  restored  to  fellowship 
in  1908.     Mrs.   Lititia  McCrary,  Clara  Wood, 
Clara  Bell  Barber  and  Ellen  Barbara  were  received 
by  letter.  Birtie  Crook,  Frank  Crook ,- Bessie 
Smith,  Elsie  Palmer,  Troy  Sharpe  and  Florence 
Beck  were  baptized.     Letters  were  granted  for 
T.   A.  Pool,  Mrs.   Frances  Pool,   Florence  Pool, 
Emma  Pool,   Sarah  Beck,  Hattie  Armenstraut,   F.  H. 
Snider,  J.   L.   Snider,  Miss  Ather  Snider,  Charlie 
Miller  and  Amanda  Stiers. 

J.   A.  Rickard  was  restored  to  fellowship 
in  1909.     E.  J.  Crook  and  Mrs.  W.   J.  Whitener 
were  received  by  letter.     Mrs.   E.  J.  Aley, 
Mammie  Smith,  Mary  Snider  and  James  B.  Feezor 
were  baptized.     Letters  of  dismission  were 
granted  for  J.  A.  Rickard,  Amanda  Nooe,  Noah 
Barnes  and  Mr.   and  Mrs.   John  Disher. 
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Early  in  1910  the  members  of  W.  M.  U. 
requested  permission  to  buy  an  individual  com- 
munion service  for  the  church.     It  had  always 
been  customary  to  pass  a  cup  containing  grape 
wine  from  person  to  person,   each  one  drinking 
a  small  quantity  of  the  wine.     They  needed  a 
change  for  reasons  of  saving  time,   enabling  all 
the  participants  to  drink  in  unison,   and  for  a 
more  sanitary  and  healthful  participation  in 
the  Lord's  Supper.     Permission  was  granted 
February  19  and  the  new  communion  set  was  pre- 
sented June  15. 

The  people  of  Jersey  Church  were  contri- 
buting more  generously  than  ever  before  but  were 
not  keeping  up  with  church  expenses.     The  offer- 
ings on  Sunday,   August  21,   amounted  to  $32.74. 
In  December,  however,  the  treasurer  reported 
that  the  church  owed  the  pastor  $39.00. 

The  revival  preacher  in  1910  was  C.  S. 
Cashwell,  pastor  at  Mocksville.     Services  began 
for  this   "protracted  meeting"  on  Sunday,  Septem- 
ber 11,   at  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning  and 
closed  the  following  Sunday  with  morning  services. 
Attendance  was  large.     Persons  baptized  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  revival  were:     Bertha  Hudson, 
Annie  Lee  Kepley,  Crissie  Smith,  Carey  McCachern , 
and  Forrest  Feezor.     Others  who  were  received 
in  1910  were:     Elian  Wise  and  James  H.   Cross  by 
letter,     Mrs.   A.   L.   Hudson  by  statement,  and 
Mr.   and  Mrs.   James  Crook  "had  lost  their  letter, 
but  they  were  received."     A.   L.   Hudson  came 
under  watchcare.     Daisey  Roach  was  granted  a 
letter . 

In  an  effort  to  raise  more  money  so  that 
the  pastor's  salary  could  be  paid  on  schedule 
each  month,   the  church  decided  that  a  public 
announcement  should  be  made  at  conference  of 
the  assessment  for  each  member  of  the  church 
and  how  much  the  person  paid.     Though  there 
was  some  bitter  oppostion,  this  tended  to 
stimulate  giving  for  a  short  time,  then  lost 
its  value  as  a  method  of  promoting  giving. 

At  the  same  January  conference  in  1911  the 
church  was  told  that  it  had  never  paid  its 
pledge  of  $100.00  to  the  association  for  spon- 


117 


sorship  of  a  school.     The  pastor  agreed  to  act 
as  a  committee  to  receive  funds  for  that  pur- 
pose . 

The  History  of  Liberty  Association,  written 
by  a  former  pastor  at  Jersey,  Henry  Sheets,  had 
been  published  in  1907.     There  were  several 
references  to  Jersey  Church,   and  the  members 
decided  to  purchase  fifteen  copies  to  be  dis- 
tributed to  families  who  would  agree  to  use  them. 

Only  two  members  were  added  that  year: 
Fred  Sowers  by  restoration  and  N.   Irvin  by  state- 
ment.    Letters  were  granted  for  Belle  Fargis, 
C.   L.   Clapp  and  H.   E.  Smith. 

The  mood  of  the  church  was  reflected  in  a 
movement  to  restore  firm  discipline,   as  well  as 
in  the  decision  to  announce  what  each  person 
contributed  to  the  church.     A  man  was  charged 
with  lack  of  interest,  told  the  church  to  do  as 
it  pleased  about  his  membership,   and  the  charge 
was  dropped.     Another  man  requested  that  his 
name  be  taken  off  the  records,   and  he  was  ex- 
cluded from  membership.     In  February  a  woman 
asked  the  church  to  withdraw  fellowship  from  her. 
A  member  was  excluded  because  she  "denied  the 
faith."     Controversy  about  her  case  caused  a 
great  deal  of  discussion,   and  at  a  special 
conference  called  on  Saturday  night,  September 
16,   the  church  excluded  four  other  members 
because  "they  denied  the  faith."     The  same 
night  another  man  was  excluded  for  immoral  con- 
duct . 

A  new  approach  to  church  discipline  was 
being  explored  by  1912.     The  leaders  at  Jersey 
Church  had  discovered  that  excluding  members  for 
refusing  to  pay  an  assessment,   or  for  failing 
to  attend  services,  was  creating  a  great  deal 
of  dissatisfaction.     In  fact,  the  reaction 
against  these  particular  reasons  for  excluding 
members  was  so  strong  that  the  whole  question 
of  whether  to  have  anybody  excluded  for  any 
reason  was  under  serious  discussion.     Two  men 
requested  that  their  names  be  taken  off  the 
church  record.     They  did  not  like  the  idea  of 
being  told  what  they  should  pay  or  when  they 
should  worship  by  a  committee.     As  a  result  of 
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such  reactions,   the  pastor  decided  that  the 
church  should  use  "the  envelope  system"  for 
collecting  mission  money.     A  church  member  would 
be  g .1  •        envelopes.     He  would  place  money  in  an 
envelope  and  indicate  in  writing  the  amount  of 
money  inside  and  also  what  mis  sionary  cause  the 
money  would  be  used  for.     The  method  was  adopted 
and  began  an  era  of  growth  into  more  orderly 
work  in  every  phase  of  church  work  at  Jersey 
Church.     The  pastor's  salary  was  raised  from 
$150.00  to  $175.00  per  year. 

A  revival  in  September  resulted  in  a  new 
wave  of  enthusj asm.     W.  H.   Smith  was  received 
by  letter.     J.  H.   Feezor  was  restored  to  fellow- 
ship.    Mrs.  Nate  Irvin  was  received  by  statement. 
The  following  were  baptized:     D.   E.  Webb,  Joseph 
F.   Smith,   John  Cross,  Edward  A.  Wells,  Pink 
Shoaf,  R.   Lee  Palmer,  Grover  Palmer,   J.  Davis 
Palmer,  Henry  Thomason,  Mrs.  Maggie  Thomason, 
Klutz  Sharpe,  Mrs.   Allie  Smith,  Mrs.  Bell  Copply, 
Hattie  Cross,  Lula  Palmer,  Frankie  Palmer,  Verona 
Tate,  Annie  Wood,   Sadie  Sharpe,  Bessie  Disher 
and  Laura  Smith.     Letters  were  granted  for  W.  C. 
Barnes,   L.  E.  Miller  and  Irene  Whitener. 

The  heat  of  discussion  about  church  dis- 
cipline brought  on  a  wave  of  dissatisfaction 
with  the  pastor,  0.   A.  Keller.     He  had  recom- 
mended the  use  of  envelopes  for  giving  to 
missions.     Disgruntled  members  argued  that 
missions  should  be  supported  with  free-will 
gifts,   that  "one's  right  hand  should  not  know 
what  his  left  hand  does,"     and  that  churches 
were  getting  so  highly  organized  that  the 
spirit  could  no  longer  function  in  them. 

The  pastor  sprang  a  surprise  on  February 
16,   1913,  and  resigned,   effective  the  third 
Sunday  in  April.     There  was  a  somewhat  heated 
discussion  about  his  resignation,   after  which 
the  members  decided  to  accept  it  and  to  hold 
conference  the  next  morning  after  the  sermon  to 
call  another  pastor.     The  pastor  served  as 
moderator  on  Sunday  and  called  upon  the  brethren 
to  name  their  candidates  for  pastor.     The  name 
of  Elder  Henry  Sheets  was  presented.  Someone 
who  did  not  like  Elder  Sheets  objected  and  an 
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argument  followed.     The  older  church  members 
remembered  the  ministry  of  Elder  Sheets  in  the 
years  1885  through  1887  at  Jersey  Church.  They 
wanted  him  to  serve  them  again.     After  discussion 
there  was  a  majority  vote  in  favor  of  Elder 
Sheets  and  the  church  requested  the  clerk  to 
notify  him  of  the  call.     Elder  Sheets  accepted 
and  preached  his  first  sermon  as  pastor  on 
April  19. 

What  could  be  done  about  church  discipline? 
The  church  decided  "that  any  member  who  fails 
to  contribute  any  thing  to  the  support  of  the 
church  within  a  period  of  twelve  months  and 
fails  to  give  a  Bible  excuse  shall  be  put  on  a 
retired  roll,   and  shall  not  be  reported  to  the 
association."     The  position  was  a  compromise, 
and  soon  it  proved  to  be  ineffective. 

Mary  Goodman  Black  and  Sarah  A.   Feezor  were 
received  by  letter  in  1913.     Ola  Feezor,  Eliza- 
beth Smith  and  Myrtle  Disher  were  baptized. 
Letters  were  granted  for  Ella  McCarn,  Jennie 
Yarborough,  Daisey  Walton  and  W.   S.   Disher  and 
f  amily . 

1914  was  a  year  of  little  activity.  Services 
were  held  regularly  and  were  rather  poorly 
attended.     One  person  was  restored  to  fellowship 
and  the  clerk  failed  to  record  his  name.  The 
church  was  behind  in  payment  of  pastor Ts  salary 
to  the  extent  of  $36.00  by  December.  Letters 
were  granted  for  Carrie  Morris,   N.   Irvin,  Mrs. 
N.Irvin  and  Bertha  Hudson. 

A  spirit  of  indifference  prevailed  in  1915. 
On  Saturday,   June  19,   attendance  was  so  poor 
that  Elder  Sheets  announced  after  his  sermon 
that  there  would  be  no  conference.     It  was  grain 
harvest  time,   "the  thrashers  was  in  the  settle- 
ment,  and  all  the  neighbors  was  helping  each 
other"  with  the  harvest. 

July  15  it  was  raining  "and  bad  other  ways." 
The  pastor  failed  to  get  there  and  the  few  who 
went  to  church  left  without  hearing  any  preaching. 
Elder  Sheets  led  the  church  in  what  was  con- 
sidered a  successful  revival  in  August.  The 
clerk  reported  eleven  new  members  but  did  not 
record  their  names.     Letters  were  granted  for 
J.   F.   Smith,  Lee  Smith,  Crissie  Smith  and  Ray  Smith. 
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In  August,   1916,   F.   L .  Miller  and  S.  A. 
Sharpe  were  elected  deacons.     A  decision  was 
made  to  ordain  them  on  Sunday,   September  17. 
A  young  man  in  the  church,   Forrest  C.  Feezor, 
had  felt  the  call  to  preach  the  gospel.  He 
was  ready  for  ordination  and  the  church  decided 
to  ordain  him  for  the  gospel  ministry  on  Septem- 
ber 17. 

September  17  proved  to  be  an  eventful  day 
for  Jersey  Church.     Elder  Henry  Sheets,  mature 
and  full  of  wisdom  as  a  result  of  many  years  of 
experience,  had  been  opposed  by  a  few  members 
from  the  beginning  of  his  pastorate  in  1913. 
So  he  decided  to  bow  out  and  to  try  to  get  the 
church  to  call  a  person  who  would  be  acceptable 
to  all.     There  was  some  sentiment  for  calling 
Forrest  Feezor,   in  whom  the  church  had  confi- 
dence and  took  great  pride.     Elder  Sheets  en- 
couraged that.     So  on  September  17  the  church 
ordained  two  deacons,   ordained  young  Forrest 
Feezor  to  the  gospel  ministry,   accepted  the 
resignation  of  Henry  Sheets,   and  agreed  to  hold 
conference  for  the  purpose  of  calling  a  pastor 
on  October  15. 

Three  ministers  composed  the  presbytery 
which  examined  Forrest  Feezor:     M.   L.  Kesler  of 
the  orphanage  in  Thomasville,  Rev.   J.   D.  Newton 
of  Thomasville  and  Rev.  Hale  of  Lexington.  They 
gave  Feezor  a  thorough  examination  concerning 
the  Bible,  the  church,  his  conversion,   call  to 
the  ministry  and  doctrines.     Then  they  recommend- 
ed that  the  church  proceed  to  ordain  him.  The 
church  voted  to  do  so.     Feezor  was  then  requested 
to  preach  his  own  ordination  sermon,   and  the 
people  were  pleased  with  both  the  content  of 
his  message  and  the  manner  in  which  he  delivered 
it.     A  month  later  the  church  called  him  to 
serve  as  pastor  and  he  accepted.     The  change  in 
leadership  from  an  older  man  to  a  local  youth 
brought  interesting  reactions.     The  people  liked 
Forrest  Feezor,  respected  him,   and  were  eager 
to  help  him  make  good.     Of  course,  there  were 
a  few  who  did  not  take  a  local  person  very 
seriously.     But  there  was  a  wholesome  spirit  and 
atmosphere.     The  vigorous  young  minister  worked 
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hard  to  make  good  and  new  signs  of  life  were 
seen.     Offerings  for  missions  increased  and  late 
in  the  year  the  church  sent  $21.97  for  foreign 
missions.     Two  persons  were  dismissed  by  letter: 
Ray  Sharpe  and  Mary  G.  Black. 

Forrest  Feezor  applied  himself  diligently 
to  his  work  as  pastor.     He  was  discouraged 
because  few  sinners  were  converted  under  his 
preaching.     He  led  the  church  to  greater  depths 
in  commitment  to  Christ.     Peter  Smith  and  Jason 
Row  were  restored  to  fellowship.     Two  men 
requested  that  the  church  withdraw  fellowship 
from  them  because  they  had  come  to  realize  that 
they  were  not  "fit  to  be  in  the  church,"  due  to 
lack  of  faith.     Letters  were  granted  for  W.  C. 
Beck,  Mrs.  A.  L.  Hudson,  James  Crook  and  F.  L. 
Miller  and  family.     In  the  fall  the  youthful 
pastor  resigned,  but  the  church  convinced  him 
that  he  should  stay  another  year,   through  1918. 

Following  a  revival  meeting  in  August,  1918, 
Pastor  Forrest  Feezor  baptized  Mrs.  Ellen  Palmer, 
Effie  Smith,  Clarence  Smith,  Mrs.  Emma  Smith, 
Virginia  Smith,  Bula  May  Copply  and  Blanch  Harvey. 
G.   F.   Starr  and  Mrs.   G.   F.   Starr  joined  by  letter. 
Letters  were  granted  for  Mary  E.  Miller,  Lee 
Beck  and  Annie  Weaver.     A  work  day  was  set  aside 
August  9  "to  clean  off  the  grave  yard,"  at  which 
time  almost  every  family  sent  one  or  more  persons, 
with  hoes,   axes,  rakes  and  other  tools,  to  share 
the  work.     It  was  agreed  that  those  who  could 
not  work  or  send  a  substitute  to  work  would  give 
money  to  L.   A.   Smith,  W.   F.  Miller  or  S.  A. 
Sharpe  "to  be  used  for  church  purposes." 

The  church  was  slow  to  get  a  pastor.  On 
March  1,   1919,  W.  C.   Roach  reported  that  the 
committee  ""talked  with  Brother  J.  T.  Gillespie 
and  asked  him  to  come  down  and  preach  for  us. 
Now  he  is  here  and  we  will  see  if  the  church 
wants  him."     J.   T.  Gillespie  preached  and  the 
church  voted  to  call  him.     He  served  the  remain- 
der of  the  year  and  resigned  on  December  27. 

It  was  necessary  to  make  some  repairs  on 
the  church  that  year.     A  committee  of  three  men 
and  two  women  were  given  the  responsibility  on 
May  24.     August  22  the  committee  reported  that 
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they  had  a  man  to  come  down  and  look  at  the 
church.     He  said  he  would  take  the  job  for 
$160.00  or,   if  the  members  would  clean  off  the 
walls,  he  would  plaster  them  for  seventy-five 
cents  per  hour.     The  church  instructed  the  com- 
mittee to  go  ahead  and  have  the  work  done  the 
best  it  could.     By  December  27  nothing  had  been 
done.     The  church  named  the  same  persons  a 
second  time  as  a  committee  and  requested  them 
to  have  the  church  repaired.     No  persons  were 
added  to  the  membership  that  year.  Letters 
were  granted  to  Leona  Morris  and  Kluttz  Sharpe. 

One  person,  Lena  Maud  Kennedy  was  baptized 
in  1920.     Letters  were  granted  to  Bertha  Morrows, 
F.  C.   Feezor,  C.  M.  Pope,  E.  A.  Wells     and  Emma 
Penninger.     March  22  "it  was  moved  and  seconded 
that  the  church  would  call  a  pastor.     The  church 
called  for  nominations.     Brethren  F.  W.   Fry  and 
H.  T.  Penry  were  put  in  nomination.  Brother 
Penry  received  thirteen  votes.     Brother  Fry 
received  seven  votes.     Brother  Penry  was  unani- 
mously called  pastor  of  our  church." 

W.  C.  Roach  suggested  that  the  church  add 
three  deacons.     The  suggestion  was  discussed, 
and  the  church  elected  F.  C.   Sowers,   Oliver  Tate 
and  R.  A.  Tate  on  June  26.     They  were  ordained 
the  third  Sunday  in  August. 

People  had  grown  indifferent  and  the  church 
was  in  a  period  of  decline.     From  1913  to  1921 
the  church  had  lost  twenty-eight  members  and 
gained  twenty-five.     Twice  during  that  time  the 
church  had  gone  for  several  months  without  a 
pastor.     When  the  last  vote  was  taken  for  a 
pastor  only  twenty  persons  voted.     The  new 
minister  went  to  work  to  try  to  create  fresh 
interest.     In  August  a  revival  meeting  was  held, 
following  which  he  baptized  twenty-three  persons. 
Emma  Bailey  and  Mr.   and  Mrs.  Eugene  Smith  were 
received  by  letter  that  year. 

Oliver  Tate  was  "elected  treasurer  for  the 
Million  Dollar  Fund."     The  pastor  recommended 
that  something  should  be  done  about  poor  atten- 
dance,   so  on  November  26  "the  church  requested 
all  the  members  to  be  here  at  our  next  meeting 
on  Saturday  to  answer  the  call  of  the  roll." 
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A  person  referred  to  as  "Sister  Sallie" 
was  received  on  June  24,   1922.     Eight  persons, 
not  named,  were  baptized  following  revival  ser- 
vices in  August.     Letters  were  granted  for  R.  E. 
Smith,  Myrtle  Phibbs  and  Cora  Palmer. 


Chapter  10 
NEW  APPROACHES  TO  CHURCH  WORK 

A  new  type  of  request  was  presented  to 
Jersey  Church  May  23,   1923.     Stoners  Grove  and 
Holloways  Churches  asked  Jersey  Church  for  $3.00 
a  month  parsonage  rent.     The  church  voted  to 
pay  that  amount  beginning  January  1,   1925.  The 
same  pastor  served  the  three  churches. 

A  wind  storm  blew  a  tree  across  the  road 
leading  to  the  front  of  the  church.     W.   F.  Miller 
was  appointed  to  have  it  removed.  Fellowship 
was  withdrawn  from  a  man,  the  charge  not  being 
recorded  by  the  clerk.     Letters  were  granted  for 
C.   S.  Palmer  and  Mrs.   Ola  Snider. 

Eugene  Holmes  presented  a  request  on  January 
26,   1924,   that  he  be  permitted  to  cut  a  cedar 
tree  in  the  graveyard.     He  was  allowed  to  do  so. 
It  occurred  to  some  of  the  men  that  the  church 
could  sell  some  of  the  large  trees  in  front  of 
the  church  for  timber.     The  trees  were  sold. 
March  22  "Brother  Taylor  Barnes  made  a  move  for 
we  men  to  take  the  money  which  was  received  for 
the  trees  that  was  sold  off  the  church  land  and 
buy  paint  to  paint  the  windows,   and  take  the 
balance  and  buy  a  carpet,   and  if  they  did  not 
have  enough  to  pay  for  the  carpet  call  on  the 
church  for  the  balance." 

In  the  fall  it  was  decided  that  brick  chim- 
neys should  be  built  on  the  outside  of  the  church 
walls.     Bell  Reed  was  received  by  letter.     D.  L. 
Tysinger  was  dismissed  by  letter. 

A  significant  new  movement  was  begun  by 
Elizabeth  Smith  on  November  9,   1924.     She  had 
gone  to  Mars  Hill  College  during  the  summer  of 
1924  and  studied  Baptist  Young  People's  Work. 
She  was  awarded  a  diploma.     Upon  her  return  to 
her  home  church  she  talked  frequently  with  the 
pastor  about  starting  an  organization  for  the 
youth  at  Jersey  Church.     He  encouraged  her  to 
do  so.     She  wrote  a  letter  to  a  friend  in  Raleigh, 
Miss  Emma  Leigh  Farabow,   leader  of  Junior  Baptist 
Young  People's  Union  work  for  the  Baptist  State 
Convention.     Dated  November  11,   1924,   the  letter 
reads  : 
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"I  am  very  happy  to  write  you  that  I  am  the 
leader  of  the  Junior  B.  Y.   P.   U.   of  Jersey  Bap- 
tist Church.     I  have  been  talking  a  Junior  B.  Y. 
P.  U.   to  our  pastor  ever  since  I  came  from  Mars 
Hill  and  took  the  course  under  you.     I  am  proud 
of  my  diploma.     He  thought  I  would  be  the  very 
one  for  the  leader.     We  organized  last  Sunday 
and  had  only  twelve  members.     They  were  just  as 
enthusiastic  as  they  could  be.     I  am  expecting 
the  number  to  increase  50%. 

"Miss  Farabow,   I  am  so  anxious  to  be  a  real 
good  leader  for  them.     Do  you  think  of  any  other 
book  besides  the  Leader's  Quarterly  which  will 
help  me?     I  would  be  glad  for  any  suggestions 
you  have  for  a  new  beginning  leader.     Kate  Seaman 
gave  me  a  few  helps  while  we  were  together  at 
Mars  Hill. 

"I  will  be  writing  you  again  soon.     You  will 
get  the  names  of  all  the  officers  from  the  Cor- 
responding Secretary  in  a  few  days." 

By  the  fall  of  1925  the  B.  Y.   P.  U.  had 
grown  in  membership  to  26  and  a  Senior  B.  Y. 
P.  U.  was  organized  for  the  young  men  and 
women  of  the  church,  with  fourteen  members. 

The  work  of  the  B.   Y.   P.  U.  with  young 
people  at  Jersey  stirred  up  considerable  interest, 
and  following  the  annual  revival  meeting  in 
August,   1925,  the  pastor  baptized  twenty-five 
young  persons.     Mr.   and  Mrs.   J.   T.   Clark,  Ettie 
Murle  Clark  and  Mr.   A.   A.  Graves  were  received 
by  letter  that  year.     Mrs.  A.  A.   Graves  came 
under  watchcare  of  the  church.     A  letter  of 
dismission  was  granted  for  Mrs.   Annie  Owen.  A 
man  was  excluded  for  drinking.     L.   A.  Smith 
resigned  his  office  as  church  clerk  and  Mrs.  R.  A. 
Tate  was  elected.     She  served  one  year  and  W.  L. 
Roach  was  elected  clerk. 

J.  T.  Clark  had  been  a  deacon  at  Oak  Grove 
Baptist  Church  in  Georgia.     The  church  wondered 
if  he  should  be  asked  to  serve  as  deacon  at 
Jersey.     There  was  a  prevailing  idea,    "once  a 
deacon,   always  a  deacon."     The  second  Sunday 
evening  in  September  he  was  recognized  as  a  dea- 
con of  Jersey  Baptist  Church. 
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About  that  time  there  was  a  widespread 
interest  in  a  hobby  of  Will  L.   Smith.     Mr.  Smith 
had  come  to  be  known  as   "Goose"  Smith  because 
for  several  years  he  had  caught  and  tamed  wild 
geese.     In  1925  he  had  twelve  such  geese,  the 
most  famous  one  being  called   "Jim  Clark."  When 
he  would  find  a  wounded  goose,  he  would  take  it 
to  his  farm,   feed  it  out  of  his  hand,  teach  it 
to  answer  his  call,  and  even  teach  it  to  kiss 
him  for  feed.     "Jim  Clark"  learned  to  go  with 
his  master  to  the  Post  Office  and  to  church  at 
Jersey.     The  goose  would  fly  along  beside  or  in 
front  of  Mr.   Smith's  Model  T.   Ford,   remain  with 
the  car  during  church  service  or  a  visit  to  get 
the  mail,   then  fly  back  home  along  side  the  car. 
One  goose  in  the  flock  had  a  band  on  one  leg 
placed  there  by  Jack  Minor  of  Kingsville, 
Ontario,  Canada,  with  a  biblical  inscription, 
Mark  ll:22--"Have  faith  in  God." 

A  major  change  in  the  schedule  for  preach- 
ing was  adopted  in  1926  when  "the  church  decided 
to  have  no  more  fourth  Saturday  preaching.  Only 
have  preaching  three  times  a  month:     the  second 
Sunday  at  three  o'clock,   the  fourth  Sunday  at 
eleven  o'clock  and  the  fourth  Sunday  night  at 
seven  o'clock."     The  church  adopted  a  budget  of 
$811  for  both  1926  and  1927.     N.  W.  Barnes  "gave 
the  church  all  the  slabs  they  wanted  for  wood." 
The  church  decided  to  have  a  Christmas  tree. 

Mrs.  A.  A.  Graves  and  Bertha  Gribble  were 
received  by  letter.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  C.  Sowers 
were  dismissed  by  letter. 

The  year  1927  brought  forth  more  than  the 
usual  activity  at  Jersey  Church. 

The  Sunday  School  was  reorganized  and  each 
class  was  permitted  to  elect  its  own  teacher. 

Two  deacons  were  elected:     Charlie  Coppley 
and  L  A.   Sharpe.  Mr.   Sharpe  refused  to  serve. 
An  entirely  new  venture  was  undertaken  when  "the 
deacon's  wives  were  also  elected  deaconesses." 
The  women  stood  with  the  men  at  the  time  of 
ordination,  but  hands  were  not  laid  on  heads  of 
the  women  as  was  true  in  the  case  of  the  men. 

One  of  the  trustees,  W.  F.  Miller,  died. 
S.   A.   Sharpe  was  elected  to  serve  as  a  trustee. 
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An  effort  was  made  to  get  more  people  to 
church  by  having  the  clerk  call  the  roll  on  May 
22.     The  roll  call  was  anounced  well  in  advance. 
That  Sunday  Pastor  H.   T.   Penry  preached.  Then 
the  Lord's  Supper  was  observed.     The  Erlanger 
quartet  was  present  and  provided   "some  good 
singing."     The  Disher  quartette  from  Welcome 
was  present  and  sang.     A  picnic  dinner  was 
served  on  the  ground  beside  the  church.  The 
people  visited  with  each  other  until  three  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon.     They  assembled  in  the  sanctuary 
had  prayer,  heard  a  few  numbers  from  the  quartets 
present.     Then  the  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Thomasville,  Rev.  M.   0.  Alexander, 
preached  on  the  subject  of  sin.     The  roll  was 
called:     114  members  present;  8b  members  absent; 
total  membership  199.     A  new  event,  Homecoming 
Day,  had  been  observed. 

At  revival  time  in  August  there  was  con- 
siderable interest.     Twelve  persons  were  baptized: 
Ed  Weisner,  Mrs.   France  Barnes,   Ruby  Lee  Palmer, 
Willie  Mae  Smith,   Amanda  Roach,  Charles  Penninger, 
Sara  Penninger,  Charlie  Yow,  Helen  Tate,  Eva 
Eller,  Beulah  May  Coppley  and  Lucy  Yow.  Persons 
received  by  letter  that  year  were   :     Mrs.   J.  N. 
Penninger,   John  Penninger,  Jr.   and  Harris  Coppley. 
Letters  of  dismission  were  granted  for  Mrs. 
Virginia  Bell,   Oliver  Tate,  Mrs.   Oliver  Tate, 
Fairley  Tate  and  Lena  Tate.     Mrs.  Vallie  Hartman 
was  excluded,   "having  joined  the  Moravian  Church 
of  a  different  faith." 

A  strong  emphasis  upon  Sunday  School  was 
in  evidence  in  1928.     The  sanctuary  was  crowded 
with  different  classes  meeting  in  different  parts 
of  the  room.     Other  churches  were  building  rooms 
separate  from  the  sanctuary  for  use  by  the 
various  classes.     A  movement  was  started  at 
Jersey  to  get  some  Sunday  School  class  rooms. 
On  March  25  the  pastor  spoke  to  his  congregation 
about  the  need  for  such  rooms,   then  requested 
that  all  who  wanted  Sunday  school  rooms  built 
to  the  church  to  stand  up.     A  large  number  of 
persons  present  stood  up.     The  pastor  then  named 
I.   A.   Sharpe,  Sam  Sharpe  and  W.   L.   Smith  a  com- 
mittee to  "get  some  contractors  to  come  and  see 
what  it  would  cost  to  have  rooms  built  to  the 
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church  and  report  at  our  next  meeting."  In 
April  the  weather  was  bad  and  there  was  no  con- 
f  erence . 

Sunday  School  was  given  emphasis  at  Home- 
coming services  May  27.     In  the  morning  Professor 
Willis  of  Southmont  spoke  on  "Sunday  School 
Evangelism."     Then  Pastor  H.  T.  Penry  preached 
a  sermon  on  "The  challenge  of  Christ  to  the 
Ages."     After  the  sermon  the  Lord's  Supper  was 
observed.     Then  a  picnic  dinner  was  spread  on 
the  ground  under  the  trees  beside  the  church 
house.     In  the  afternoon  the  Freeman  Quartet 
sang  several  times.     Pastor  J.  M.   Hayes  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church,   Lexington,  discussed  the 
"duty  of  deacons  toward  the  church  and  the  way 
they  should  live."     C.  C.  Wrenn  spoke  on  the 
subject  "Since  I  am  in  debt  to  the  past,  how 
may  I  pay  it?"     Then,  after  another  song  by  the 
quartet,  Adolphus  Tysinger  of  Center  Hill 
Baptist  Church  spoke  on  "What  Claim  has  the 
Future  Upon  Me?" 

At  services  on  Sunday  night,  June  24,  the 
pastor  spoke  on  going  out  in  the  community  to 
enlist  all  the  people  who  were  not  attending 
Sunday  School.     Then  he  introduced  Walter  Warford 
of  Stoners  Grove  Church  who  reported  on  dis- 
cussions about  B.  Y.   P.U.  work  at  a  recent  con- 
vention . 

Pastor  J.  M.Hayes  of  Lexington  preached  in 
the  revival  meeting  which  began  August  19.  Bap- 
tisms had  to  be  postponed  the  following  Sunday 
because  there  had  been  rain  and  the  place  used 
for  baptism  was  too  muddy.     The  following  Sunday 
morning  at  ten  o'clock  the  congregation  assembled 
and  the  pastor  baptized  Irvin  Smith,   Fred  Smith, 
Edith  Penninger,  Martha  Yarborough,  Dorothy 
Trexler,   Lawrence  Palmer,  James  Yarborough,   S.  A. 
Sharpe,Jr.,  Vera  Trexler,  Claude  Sharpe,  Rether 
Lemley,   Faydene  Laughlin,  Sarah  Cooper,  Adelaide 
Yarborough  and  Jack  Clark.     Mrs.   Dovey  Lemley 
and  Frances  Barnes  were  dismissed  by  letter 
that  year.     Emma  Summey  was  dismissed  by  letter. 

There  were  several  changes  in  leadership. 
W.   L.  Roach  resigned  as  clerk  and  was  replaced 
by  R.   A.  Tate.     Taylor  Barnes  resigned  as 
treasurer  and  A.   A.  Graves  was  elected  to  serve. 
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Lee  Palmer  resigned  as  sexton  and  was  replaced 
by  Charlie  and  Glenn  Smith. 

In  March,   1929,   plans  were  made  for  a  revi- 
val meeting  in  August.     Pastor  H.  T.  Penry 
reported  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  secure  a 
preacher  and  asked  the  church  if  anyone  would 
suggest  a  person.     The  church  decided  to  invite 
Dr.   Forrest  C.   Feezor  of  Liberty,  Missouri.  He 
agreed  to  come.     Revival  services  began  the 
third  Sunday  in  August.     The  people  assembled 
each  afternoon  at  three  o'clock  and  again  each 
evening - -except  two  nights  when  heavy  rains  kept 
the  people  from  getting  there.     So  many  people 
attended  services  that  it  was  necessary  for 
children  to  sit  on  the  platform.     A  great  many 
Negroes  came  and  stood  outside  the  church  to 
listen.     Charlie  Yow,  Hazel  Yow ,    and   six  others 
whose  names  were  not  recorded  were  received  for 
baptism.     Letters  were  granted  for  Mrs.  W.  B. 
Palmer,   Floyd  Palmer  and  Gladys  Palmer.  Two 
deacons  were  ordained:     Charlie  Coppley  and 
France  Barnes. 

November  17  a  Senior  B.  Y.   P.  U.  was  or- 
ganized.    Elizabeth  Smith  presided  at  the  meeting. 
Guy  Swink  was  elected  President.     Other  officers 
were:     Louise  Smith,  Vice  President;   Sadie  Sharpe, 
Secretary;  Geneva  Mellon,  Recording  secretary; 
Lucille  Sharpe,   Treasurer;  Christine  Smith, 
Chorister;  Louise  Smith , Pianist ;  Lucy  Yow,  Bible 
Readers'   Leader.     The  new  organization  had  two 
group  captains  and  four  committees:  program, 
social,   instruction  and  missionary.  Meetings 
were  to  be  held  each  Sunday  night  at  6:30  o'clock. 

After  serving  as  pastor  for  nearly  ten 
years,   H.  T.   Penry  resigned  in  the  fall  of  1929. 
The  church  decided  that  any  new  pastor  would  be 
called  for  one  year  at  a  time.     In  January,  1930, 
Rev.   Littleton  was  presented  and  voted  upon  as 
candidate  for  pastor.     He  received  fifty-three 
votes,   six  members  voted  against  him,   and  one 
member  did  not  vote.     Then  all  members  present 
voted  to  make  the  vote  unanimous.     The  salary 
was  set  at  $500.00.     Littleton  decided  not  to 

accept  the     pastorate.       March  20  the  church 
voted  again     for  a     pastor.     N.  C.  Teague 
received     fifty-five     votes  and  Littleton 
five     votes.       The  vote  was  made 
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unanimous  for  N.  C.   Teague.     He  did  not  accept. 
In  July  the  members  voted  by  secret  vote  for 
pastor  again.     R.   N.  Huneycutt  received  thirty- 
five  votes  and  Ronald  Wall  thirty-three  votes. 
The  vote  was  then  made  unanimous  for  R.  N. 
Huneycutt,  who  began  his  ministry  on  the  second 
Sunday  afternoon  in  September  at  2:30  in  the 
afternoon.     Two  weeks  later  September  28  he 
baptized  Stokes  Phibbs  at  Potts  Creek  near 
Linwood  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  The 
people  assembled  at  2:30  at  the  church  house 
and  the  pastor  preached  a  sermon  on  the  church 
covenant.     At  the  conclusion  of  the  service  Mr. 
Phibbs  stood  at  the  front  of  the  sanctuary  and 
the  members  filed  by  and  shook  his  hand,  ex- 
tending the  right  hand  of  fellowship. 

Twenty-eight  persons  were  baptized,  in- 
cluding Stokes  Phibbs.     The  names  of  the  others 
were  not  recorded.     J.  D.   Owens  and  three  others 
were  restored  to  full  fellowship.     One  was 
received  by  letter.     Letters  of  dismission  were 
granted  to  Beulah  Clarke,   Arlene  Stokes,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.   A.   A.   Graves,  Mr.   and  Mrs.  Phillip 
Foster,   Lenora  Foster,   Roscoe  Foster  and  Mrs. 
Bell  Reid. 

The   church  was  having  financial  troubles 
in  1930.     A  severe  depression  had  affected  farm 
prices,   and  on  March  9  the  deacons  and  several 
other  church  members  met  at  the  home  of  W.  C. 
Roach  for  the  purpose  of  looking  over  the  trea- 
surer's book  and  seeing  how  much  was  owed  on 
pastor's  salary,   sexton  salary,   and  all  other 
objects.     The  treasurer,  W.   L.   Smith,   gave  the 
deacons  a  list  of  persons  who  had  not  paid 
anything  in  1929  and  the  deacons  agreed  to  try 
to  collect  some  funds  from  these.     A  decision 
was  reached  to  allow  the  deacons  to  elect  a 
treasurer  from  amongst  themselves.     The  follow- 
ing week  the  treasurer  gave  the  church  a  report 
on  finances,   then  resigned.     The  church  was  in 
debt  about  $100.00.     In  May  W.   C   Roach  was 
elected  treasurer. 

The  new  pastor  was  able  to  create  a  new 
enthusiasm  amongst  the  people  at  Jersey  Church. 
The  fourth  Sunday  in  November  the  deacons  urged 
all  members  to  cooperate  in  trying  to  get  delin- 
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quent  members  to  attend  and  support  the  church. 
Offerings  increased  that  fall.     The  pastor  was 
paid  $26.00.     A  special  Thanksgiving  offering 
amounted  to  $17.00.     The  members  raised  $16.00 
for  Mills  Home,   the  Baptist  orphanage  at  Thomas- 
vill.e . 

In  January,   1931,   the  church  decided  to 
invite  the  B.  Y.   P.  U.   associational  meeting  to 
assemble  at  Jersey  Church  the  second  Sunday 
afternoon  in  April.     On  April  12  there  were 
young  people  from  several  churches  and  the  State 
B.   Y.   P.  U.   Secretary,   James  A.   Ivey,   told  them 
about  how  young  people  all  over  North  Carolina 
were  rallying  to  the  challenge  of  their  new 
organization.     He  complimented  the  Jersey  B.  Y. 
P.  U.   on  its  program.     Then  Rev.  Coy  Muckle  of 
Wingate  Junior  College  delivered  an  inspirational 
message,    "Launch  Out  Into  the  Deep." 

Pastor  Huneycutt  was  popular  with  his  people. 
They  persuaded  him  to  preach  for  the  revival  in 
August  of  1931.     The  young  people  decided  to 
have  an  outing  for  the  Junior  Union  of  B.  Y.   P.  U. 
one  afternoon.     Elizabeth  Smith,  their  leader, 
invited  the  Associational  B.  Y.   P.U.  Director, 
Walter  Warford,   to  go  with  the  group.     They  met 
at  an  old  spring  near  the  home  of  Elizabeth's 
grandparents  and  played  games  in  a  pasture.  A 
sudden  thunderstorm  brought  rain  and  they  had 
to  run  for  cover  in  a  cow  stable  where  Grand- 
mother Smith  milked  the  cow  each  morning  and 
night.     The  young  people  were  impressed  by  the 
cleanliness  of     the  stable.     While  it  rained 
they  talked  to  one  another.     Then  they  had 
special  prayer  for  the  unsaved,   for  revival 
services  and  for  the  church.     As  soon  as  the 
rain  was  over  they  went  with  their  leader  to 
her  home  and  were  served  home-grown  cantaloupe 
and  watermelon. 

The  revival  meeting  was  quite  a  success  in 
the  eyes  of  the  people.     Sixteen  persons  were 
baptized  and  the  following  were  received  by 
letter:     Mr.   and  Mrs.   D.  M.   Summey,     Mrs.  Lee 
McCarn,  Mrs.  Nola  Copley,  Mrs.  W.   J.  Laughlin, 
Savannah  Kennedy  and  J.   L.   Jones.     During  the 
year  letters  were  granted  to  Mrs.  Willie  Brown, 
Mr  and  Mrs.   L.  H.   Snider,  Mrs.   Clara  Hunt  and 
Emma  Cooper. 
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W.   L.   Smith  was  elected  a  trustee.  The 
church  decided  to  permit  each  Sunday  school  class 
to  elect  its  teacher,   then  present  the  person 
elected  to  the  church  for  approval. 

The  church  house  was  in  need  of  repairs. 
The  roof  needed  replacing  and  the  stove  pipes 
were  faulty.     J.   N.   Penninger  was  made  chairman 
of  a  committee  to  make  necessary  repairs.  The 
committee  had  the  work  completed  and  on  December 
27  reported  that  they  had  received  $7.00  more 
than  they  used  to  pay  for  repairs.     The  money 
was  placed  in  the  general  treasury  of  the  church. 
The  church  voted  special  thanks  to  Mr.  Penninger 
and  his  committee. 

By  1932  the  men  of  the  church  were  holding 
special  meetings.     May  22  "it  was  recommended 
from  the  men's  meeting  to  the  church  that  our 
pastor  hold  the  meeting  or  get  someone."  Rev. 
J.   S.   Tyson  was  secured  to  preach  in  the 
revival.     He  could  not  start  until  Monday  night, 
so  the  pastor  preached  twice  on  Sunday  and  on 
Monday  afternoon.     There  was  very  little  interest 
the  first  of  the  week.     The  visiting  minister 
left  after  Friday  night  and  the  pastor  preached 
Saturday  and  Sunday.     Eight  persons  were  bap- 
tized:    J.   N.   Penninger,   Sr.,   A.   G.  Lemley, 
Ralph  Barnes,  Mrs.   Carrie  Beck,  Mrs.  Blanche 
Owen,   Catherine  Waller,  Mary  Hoskin  and  Edna 
Gobble.     Others  received  by  letter  during  the 
year:     Miss  Etta  Davis,  Mrs.   C.   F.  Barnes, 
Rachel  Barnes,  Ruth  Barnes,  Virginia  Barnes  and 
Will  Beck.     Mrs.   Minnie  Kepley  and  Etta  Breed- 
love  were  dismissed  by  letter. 

On  Friday  night,   September  16,   the  pastor, 
trustees,  deacons, "and  a  very  large  crowd  of 
members  and  a  good  many  from  the  community" 
gathered  to  discuss  the  advisability  of  adding 
Sunday  school  rooms  to  the  church.     There  was 
general  agreement  that  the  rooms  were  needed. 
Those  present  decided  to  build  an  extension  of 
two  stories  with  eight  rooms  at  the  back  of  the 
sanctuary.     Two  committees  were  appointed.  The 
building  committee  consisted  of  J.   N.  Penninger, 
W.   C.   Roach,   J.   T.   Barnes,  W.   L.   Smith  and  W.  K. 
Trexler.     The  finance  committee  was  S.   A.  Sharpe, 
W.   C   Roach  and  W.   L.  Roach. 
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On  Sunday,   September  25,  Mrs.   Reid  Smith 
read  a  paper  which  she  had  written,  entitled 
"The  Moses  of  Jersey,"  at  the  Sunday  school 
hour . 

One  of  the  greatest  evidences  of  the  vital- 
ity of  Jersey  Church  was  manifest  in  the  B.  Y. 
P.  U.     Nannie  Smith  was  elected  to  serve  as 
leader  for  the  Intermediate  B.  Y.   P.  U.  Helen 
Tate  was  President  of  the  Intermediate  B.  Y. 
P.  U.   and  Sarah  Penninger  was  Vice  President. 
Claude  Smith  was  President  of  the  Senior  B.Y. 
P.  U.   and  Charles  Penninger  was  Vice-President. 

Activities  of  the  Intermediates  were  varied. 
In  January  they  decided  to  "run  a  contest  until 
Easter,   and  see  which  group  would  have  the  most 
present  until  Easter."     The  losing  group  would 
have  to  give  the  winning  group  a  party.  A 
visitor  was  present  on  January  17,   one  of  the 
Intermediates  from  Mills  Home  Orphanage. 
Attendance  ran  about  a  dozen  each  time,  includ- 
ing visitors.     There  were  twelve  members.  They 
studied  about  Christ  in  Japan,   salvation,  grow- 
ing in  grace,  right  and  wrong,   "people  within 
our  gates  that  need  Jesus  as  Savior,"  books  of 
the  Old  Testament,   self-examination,  the 
stewardship  of  money,  missions,  planning  pro- 
grams, mothers,   faith,   "China's  debt  to  the 
gospel,"   "good  intentions,"  training  for  leader- 
ship,  the  Jews,   the  book  of  Acts  and  "the  ideal 
boy."     An  emphasis  was  placed  upon  memorizing 
verses  of  scripture. 

The  Seniors  discussed  some  of  the  following 
subjects  during  1932:     soul  winning,   sin,  "South- 
ern Baptists  need  Jesus  in  personal  living," 
churches  and  worldwide  missions,    "God  providing 
a  redeemer,"  Love,    "Life's  open  doors,"  "the 
necessity  of  the  new  birth,"  failure  and  success. 
There  was  a  Bible  reader's  drill  each  week.  The 
Methodist  friends  of  these  young  people  from 
Cotton  Grove  visited  the  Jersey  B.  Y.   P.  \j. 
several  times.     The  Center  Hill  B.  Y.   P.  U. 
visited  a  few  times.     In  turn,   the  Jersey  young 
people  went  to  visit  Cotton  Grove  or  Center  Hill 
a  few  times. 
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One  summer  night  the  Senior  B.  Y.   P.  U. 
decided  "to  put  on  a  contest  between  the  groups 
to  .win  our  old  members  back  to  our  union,  as 
well  as  to  win  new  members.     The  contest  is 
also  to  arouse  more  interest  among  the  young 
people  in  the  work  of  the  Lord.     Each  new 
member  is  to  count  10  points,   each  visitor  is 
to  count  5  points,   and  each  Daily  Bible  Reader 
2  points.     Each  member  absent  counts  off  5  points 


The  People 


The  Community 


A  Place  to  Work  and  Live 


Building  for  the  Future 


Chapter  11 


AN  ERA  OF  CHANGES 

In  January,   1933,   "John  Penninger,   Jr.,  was 
elected  as  sexton  of  the  church  for  $15.00  per 
year  and  furnish  everything.     He  succeeds  Glenn 
Smith,  who  filled  the  place  five  years." 

All  winter  the  men  of  the  community  were 
at  work  on  the  building.     They  found  themselves 
amidst  an  economic  depression  and  there  was  very 
little  money  available  for  use  in  purchasing 
labor  or  materials.     They  did  their  own  work. 
By  April  the  money  which  had  been  raised  was 
spent  and  the  chairman  of  the  building  committee, 
J.  N.  Penninger,  Sr. ,  reported  that  they  owed 
about  $50.00.     Before  that  time  $700.00  had  been 
contributed.     In  July  he  reported  that  they  had 
gone  as  far  as  they  could  on  the  building  program 
until  some  more  money  could  be  raised. 

On  Tuesday  before  the  fourth  Sunday  in 
August  the  men  gathered  at  the  church  and  cleaned 
off  the  cemetery  and  grounds.     R.   L.  Palmer 
resigned  as  church  clerk  and  was  re-elected  two 
weeks  later. 

The  Sunday  School  had  grown  into  the  follow- 
ing organization,  with  leaders  as  indicated: 

Superintendent,   none  elected;  Assistant 
Superintendent,  W.   L.  Roach;   Secretary  and 
Treasurer,   Sadie  Sharpe;  Assistant  Treasurer, 
Glenn  Smith;  Men's  Class  teacher,  W.  C.  Roach; 
Ladies'  Class,  W.  K.Trexler;  Young  People's 
Class,  Mrs.  R.   L .  Palmer;  Younger  People's  Class, 
Mrs.  P.   F.   Smith;  Little  Boys'  Class,  Miss  Nannie 
Smith;  Juniors,  Miss  Hazel  Yow,   Primaries,  Miss 
Elizabeth  Smith;  Pianist,  Miss  Dorothy  Trexler; 
Church  Pianist,  Miss  Elizabeth  Smith. 

The  Sunday  school  sponsored  a  mission 
school  at  Oak  Grove  and  reported  to  the  church 
from  time  to  time  upon     its  progress. 

Letters  were  granted  for  Ralph  Smith  and 
Mrs.   Lee  McCarn. 

The  Intermediate  B.  Y.   P.  U.   continued  with 
steady  interest,  meeting  each  Sunday  after  Sunday 
school  or  worship.     Typical  comments  in  the 
minutes  of  the  secretary  of  the  Intermediate  B.  Y. 
P.U.  are: 
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"Nine  present.     We  had  an  interesting 
lesson  which  said  that  we  should  not  misjudge 
anyone,   and  we  should  have  a  reason  for  saying 
something  about  them  before  we   say  it. 

"Eight  members  present  and  three  absent. 
We  had  an  interesting  discussion.     After  a  dis- 
cussion our  leader  reviewed  and  then  we  were 
dismissed  by  prayer. 

"The  parts  had  not  been  assigned,   and  our 
leader  read  the  program." 

Programs  called  attention  to  Baptist  work 
in  South  America,   reasons  for  joining  the  church, 
different  mission  fields  of  Southern  Baptists, 
success  in  life,   "the  father  of  modern  missions, 
William  Carey;   "  respect  for  the  flag  and  laws, 
and  a  great  variety  of  other  subjects. 

The  church  needed  a  more  systematic  and 
effective  plan  of  financing  its  work.  In 
December,   1933,   the  deacons  recommended  that 
the  church  adopt  an  envelope  system  of  giving, 
with  an  every-member  canvas  to  encourage  each 
persons  to  indicate  how  much  he  would  give 
during  the  year.     The  pastor  made  a  talk  about 
the  value  of  a  canvas  at  conference  in  January. 
Some  members  objected  to  a  new  method.  By 
February  the  church  was  ready  to  vote.     A  com- 
promise was  reached.     The  church  agreed  to  put 
on  the  every-member  canvas  and  to  use  the  envel- 
ope system  of  giving,  but  the  deacons  would  still 
have  the  authority  to  collect  on  the  pastor's 
salary . 

The  farmers  at  Jersey  Settlement  had  been 
in  a  serious  economic  depression  from  1929  until 
1934.     Money  was  scarce.     The  building  program 
had  become  a  financial  burden.     A  movement  was 
started  to  cut  the  pastor's  salary  by  $50.00 
per  year.     In  February  the  deacons  were  divided 
on  the  matter,  three  for  and  three  against  such 
a  cut  in  salary.     While  the  people  argued  about 
the  pastor,  he  decided  to  resign  and  on  May  13 
offered  his  resignation  effective  after  the 
fourth  Sunday  of  that  month.     The  church  accepted 
his  resignation,   then  decided  not  to  call  a 
pastor  until  they  could  pay  the  former  pastor 
what  they  owed  him.     They  agreed  to  try  to  raise 
enough  money  to  complete  payments  to  R.   N.  Huney- 
cutt  by  the  fourth  Sunday  in  June. 
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In  July  there  was  evidence  of  a  new  wave 
of  enthusiasm.  The  church  called  E.  C.  Roach 
to  serve  as  pastor  at  a  salary  of  $300.00  per 
year,  preaching  services  to  be  scheduled  for 
two  Sundays  each  month,  the  agreement  to  take 
effect  September  1. 

The  Sunday  school  building  was  completed, 
and  the  church  decided  to  add  $2,000.00  to  the 
value  of  the  building  making  the  total  valuation 
$10,000.00. 

Records  are  not  complete  for  1935  and  1936. 
In  May,   1935  B.   F.   Roach,  Charlie  Davis,  Mrs. 
Charlie  Davis  and  Robert  Beck  were  received 
by  letter.     J.   Lee  Carrick  preached  in  a  revival 
meeting,   for  which  services  he  was  paid  $60.00. 
John  Penninger,   Jr.,  was  elected  treasurer.   E.  C. 
Roach  resigned  as  pastor  in  October. 

Rev.   C.   D.   Barringer  was  called  to  serve 
as  pastor,  beginning  in  January,  1937. 

From  August,   1934  until  February,   1938,  the 
clerk  kept  very  few  minutes.     February  13,  1938, 
the  chairman  of  the  deacons  recommended  and  the 
church  adopted  the  following  statement: 

"1st.  That  the  church  clerk  write  minutes 
of  each  conference  held  and  the  minutes  be  read 
and  approved  by  the  church. 

"2nd.  When  paying  to  different  objects  to 
always  pay  the  pastor's  salary  first. 

"3rd.  That  three  more  men  be  added  to  the 
Board  of  deacons . " 

New  deacons  elected  were  W.   K.  Trexler, 
Reid  Smith  and  John  Penninger,  Jr. 

That  year  the  Rev.   John  Summey  moved  his 
membership  to  Jersey  Church  in  February.  He 
was  granted  a  letter  of  dismissal  in  December. 
Pastor  C.   D.  Barringer  resigned  effective  in 
July. 

In  March  J.  N.   Penninger,  W.   C.  Roach  and 
J.  H.  Pope  were  named  a  committee  to  solicit 
funds  to  repair  the  church.     Then  It  was  decided 
that  the  three  should  be  asked  to  serve  as  a 
building  committee. 

Revival  meeting  began  the  second  Sunday  in 
August.     The  church  was  without  a  pastor.  Rev. 
James  B.   Little  preached.     The  church  took  a 
"love  offering"  for  him  which  amounted  to  $58.00. 
On  the  fourth  Sunday  afternoon  in  August  the 
people  assembled  at  the  usual  place  for  baptism. 
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Ten  persons  were  duly  baptized  "in  the  name  of 
the  Father,  the  Son  and  the  Holy  Ghost."  Then 
the  "''large  crowd  assembled  at  the  church  for 
services  and  gave  the  right  hand  of  fellowship." 
By  that  time  it  was  late  afternoon.  The  women 
spread  a  picnic  lunch  under  the  oaks,  "where  a 
sumptuous  repast  mingled  with  sweet  fellowship 
was  held . " 

The  church  invited  Rev.   E.   F.   Eagle  to 
preach  October  9  with  a  view  to  calling  him 
as  pastor.     He  preached  at  the  morning  and  night 
services.     Three  weeks  later  the  church  voted 
on  "Rev  Swinson  of  High  Point  and  E.   F.  Eagle 
of  Salisbury."  A  majority  of  the  votes  were 
cast  for  Mr.  Eagle. 

In  October  there  was  a  discussion  about 
whether  to  use  the  old  stoves  for  heating  the 
church  another  winter,   or  to  buy  new  stoves, 
the  old  stoves  were  put  back  into  service. 

In  December  the  church  decided  to  place 
inactive  members  on  a  delinquent  list. 

Ten  new  members  were  received  by  bap- 
tism in  1938,   and  two  by  letter,   one  of  whom 
was  J.  H.  Browning.     Letters  of  dismissal  were 
granted  to  Nancy  Yarborough  Leonard,  Cora  Lee 
Waller  Styers,  Edith  Penninger  Everhart,  Mrs. 
B.  C.  Cole,  J.  T.  Clark,  Mrs.   J.  T.  Clark,  Etta 
Merle  Clark,  Randall  Clark,  John  Clark,  Laurie 
Clark  and  Inez  Yarborough  Beck. 

A  movement  was  started  to  "go  back  to  having 
Saturday  service  and  conference."     In  February, 
1939,   the  church  voted  and  decided  to  have 
preaching  and  conference  each  second  Saturday 
afternoon  at  two  o'clock.     At  the  time  there 
was  some  uncertainty  as  to  a  schedule  for  com- 
munion services.     The  matter  was  discussed  in 
conference  and  it  was  decided  to  observe  the 
Lord's  Supper  the  second  Sunday  in  April. 

Homecoming  became  a  popular  event  each 
year.     In  April,   1939,   a  committee  was  named 
to  arrange  a  program  for  homecoming:     W.  K. 
Trexler,   Nan  Smith  and  Elizabeth  Smith.  A 
morning  and  afternoon  program, plus  a  picnic 
dinner,   drew  a  large  crowd  the  fourth  Sunday 
in  May. 
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The  people  gathered  on  April  24  and  cleaned 
off  the  cemetery  grounds.     A  month  later  they 
got  together  and  cleaned  off  the  church  yard. 

The  church  sent  the  pastor,   E.   F.  Eagle, 
to  Pastor's  School  at  Meredith  College  from 
June  12  to  16. 

Inactive  members  consituted  a  problem.  The 
matter  was  discussed  in  June,   1939,   and  it  was 
decided  that  the  deacons  should  try  to  get  each 
member  to  show  some  interest  either  by  attending 
or  contributing.     It  was  decided  that  any  person 
on  the  inactive  list  of  the  church  membership 
should  be  clearly  marked  as  an  inactive  person 
when  a  letter  would  be  granted  in  the  future. 
It  was  also  agreed  that  in  making  reports  to 
the  Liberty  Baptist  Association  the  church  would 
indicate  only  its  active  membership. 

The  trustees  were  instructed  to  have  the 
church  wired  for  electric  lights. 

Time  for  revival  services  in  August  was 
set  at  2:30  in  the  afternoons  and  7:45  in  the 
evenings . 

Church  workers  were  elected.     W.  K.  Trexler 
was  chosen  to  serve  as  Sunday  School  Superinten- 
dent and  was  given  authority  to  select  his  own 
assistant.     Sadie  Sharpe  was  elected  Sunday 
School  Secretary  and  John  Penninger,  Jr.,  Trea- 
surer.    R.   L.  Palmer  was  chosen  to  serve  as 
Church  Clerk;  J.N.  Penninger,   Sr.,  Secretary; 
J.   N.   Penninger,   Jr.,  Treasurer;   and  J.  N. 
Penninger,   Jr.,   Janitor  with  Harold  Tate  helper. 

Support  for  Mills  Home  Orphanage  had  been 
through  the  budget  of  the  church  for  some  time. 
There  was  growing  sentiment  for  changing  the 
method  of  support  to  an  offering  once  a  month. 
The  deacons  were  instructed  to  study  the  budget 
system  and  see  if  it  would  be  advisable  to  revise, 
amend  or  adjust  it  in  any  way.     Two  months  later 
the  officers  and  teachers  of  the  Sunday  School 
recommended  "that  the  fourth  Sunday  in  this 
month  be  set  to  take  our  Thanksgiving  offering 
and  make  a  special  effort  to  make  it  church  wide, 
that  with  the  consent  of  the  pastor  we  invite 
a  speaker  from  the  Mills  Home  for  that  day 
service."     Action  was  taken  to  that  effect  and 
support  for  Mills  Home  was  by  special  offerings 
at  Sunday  School  one  Sunday  each  month. 
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The  budget  was  $675.00  for  the  year,  $300.00 
of  that  amount  was  for  pastors'   salary.  While 
the  orphanage  support  was  taken  out  of  the  budget, 
finances  for  Woman's  Missionary  Society  was  in- 
cluded in  the  budget.     It  was  also  decided  to 
make  a  report  to  the  church  about  finances  once 
a  quarter. 

The  church  decided  to  place  its  grounds 
under  a  special  soil  conservation  project  agree- 
ment.    The  purpose  was  to  assure  better  care 
for  the  soil  and  indicated  an  attitude  within 
the  church  membership  of  wanting  to  cooperate 
with  the  Federal  Government  in  soil  conservation. 

A  church  census  was  taken  in  1939.  That 
year  proved  to  be  one  of  major  changes  in  policy. 

No  members  were  added,  but  letters  were 
granted  for  Clarence  Coppley,  Mrs.  Clarence 
Coppley,   Sara  Penninger,  Mrs.   Letha  Berrier, 
Roy  Coppley,  Mary  Parks,  H.   B.   Crook  and  J.  F. 
Barnes . 

The  financial  report  in  December,   1939  for 
three  months,   September  1  through  November  30, 
was  : 

Receipts:     On  hand  $  .67 

General  offerings  183.13 
Special  offerings        83 . 25 
Total     ~  $267.05 


Disbursements:     Pastor's  salary         $  75.00 

Sexton's  salary  10.00 

Literature  17.95 

Mills  Home  29.54 

Charity  and  Children  3.00 

Cooperative  program  43.75 

Bank  charges  .50 
Special  Thanksgiving 

offering  57.25 
Clothing  for  Clyde 

Painter  ( SS  class)10.00 
Stough  Memorial 

Baptist  Church  3 . 50 
Total  $262.99 


Balance  on  hand 


$  4.06 
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In  January,   1940,   the  church  gave  the 
deacons  authority  to  revise  the  church  roll  so 
as  to  place  on  inactive  status  several  persons 
who  no  longer  helped  support  the  church. 

S.   A.   Sharpe  reported  that  the  church  had 
been  wired  for  electricity  and  that  the  proper 
fixtures  were  installed.     A  committee  was 
appointed  to  raise  money  to  pay  for  what  had 
been  done.     Two  weeks  later  W.  K.  Trexler,  a 
member  of  the  committee,  reported  that  George 
Hunt  of  Burlington  had  expressed  an  interest 
in  Jersey  Church  and  would  like  to  contribute 
$60.00  to  pay  for  the  work.     The  church  agreed 
to  accept  such  a  gift  and  to  send  Mr.  Hunt  a 
letter  of  thanks. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  beautify  the 
church  grounds,   and  Willie  Smith  was  asked  to 
move  the  old  school  building  off  the  grounds  as 
quickly  as  possible  so  that  the  beautif icat ion 
project  might  be  completed. 

Electric  lights  brought  a  whole  new  set  of 
responsibilities  for  the  church  to  reckon  with. 
J.  N.  Penninger,  Jr.,  was  appointed  to  read  the 
light  meter  and  pay  for  the  electricity  used. 
The  trustees  were  authorized  to  "have  charge  of 
the  by-laws  of  the  light  system." 

A  new  system  for  rotating  deacons  was  taking 
effect,   and  W.   K.   Trexler's  time  of  service  for 
two  years  expired.     He  was  elected  to  serve 
again . 

On  July  13  the  church  decided  to  begin 
Vacation  Bible  School  the  29th  of  July. 

The  church  increased  its  goal  for  Cooper- 
ative Program  gifts  to  $200.00  in  the  budget 
for  1941.     It  was  decided  that  the  church  would 
send  three  cents  per  member  for  a ssociational 
minutes,   a  total  of  $6.00. 

Rev.   Jimmy  Hayes  was  invited  to  preach  in 
a  protracted  meeting  to  begin  the  second  Sunday 
in  August.     Services  were  at  9:30  in  the  morn- 
ings and  7:45  each  evening. 

The  Sunday  School  sent  several  represen- 
tatives to  a  Sunday  School  Convention  in  Lex- 
ington on  March  18.     They  reported  to  the  church 
in  April.     A  work  day  was  called  in  May  to  clean 
off  the  cemetery. 
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There  was  some  misunderstanding  about  the 
date  for  Homecoming  services  in  May.     The  church 
had  invited  the  Ideal  Quartette  to  come  and  sing. 
They  came  the  wrong  Sunday.     So  the  church  agreed 
to  pay  them  $5.00  for  expenses,   $3.00  out  of  the 
treasury  and  $2.00  made  up  by  special  offering. 

It  was  decided  to  raise  the  pastor's  salary 
for  1941  to  $350.00,   pay  the  sexton  $40.00,  give 
the  denomination  $200.00  through  the  Cooperative 
Program,  give  $100.00  to  Mills  Home,  provide 
$100.00  for  literature,   and  $25.00  for  repairs 
to  the  church  building.     For  a  premium  of  $12.50 
the  church  secured  an  insurance  policy  on  the 
church  house,   covering  damages  by  fire  or  storm, 
for  the  sum  of  $2,500.00.     The  church  needed  new 
heaters  and  decided  to  purchase  "heatr ola s , " 
using  coal  for  fuel. 

Two  new  members  were  received  by  letter: 
Mrs.   Raymond  Smith  and  Mrs.   Fred  Yarbrough. 
Letters  of  dismissal  were  granted  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.   J.   B.   Clark,  Mrs.   G.   L.   Smith,  Mrs.  Hulan 
Carlton,  Daniel  Beck  and  Amanda  Roach. 

In  1941  the  pastor  reported  that  one  mem- 
ber had  been  drunk  and  disorderly.     He  requested 
the  deacons  to  look  into  the  matter.      It  had 
been  a  good  many  years  since  any  person  had  been 
turned  out  of  the  church  for  misbehavior.  The 
deacons  considered  the  matter,   brought  it  before 
the  church,   and   "it  was  decided  to  drop  the 
matter  in  regard  to  the  disorderly  church  member 
as  he  is  now  on  the  inactive  list." 

The  church  roof  was  repaired.     The  piano 
was  repaired  and  tuned  at  a  cost  of  $8.00.  The 
church  raised  $24.15  in  March  to  buy  coal  and 
pay  the  premium  on  church  insurance. 

The  pastor  preached  a  sermon  on  tithing. 
He  encouraged  each  member  to  give  at  least  a 
tenth  of  his  income  to  the  Lord's  work  through 
the  church.     The  people  gathered  and  cleaned  off 
the  cemetery  on  Monday.     Homecoming  was  observed 
the  fourth  Sunday  in  May.     Lee  Roach  was  elected 
deacon  to  fill  a  vacancy  created  by  the  death 
of  W.   C.  Roach. 

E.   F.   Eagle  resigned  as  pastor  in  September, 

1941. 
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Time  for  services  was  set  at  2:30  in  the 
afternoon  and  7:30  in  the  evening  for  revival 
meetings . 

A  new  policy  was  established  on  September 
13  with  respect  to  granting  letters.  Clarence 
Pope  requested  a  letter  to  join  a  church  of 
another  denomination.     "It  was  decided  to  give 
him  a  letter  of  dismission."     It  had  been  cus- 
tomary to  grant  a  letter  to  a  person  going  to 
"another  church  of  like  faith  and  order."  The 
deacons  were  requested  to  revise  the  church  roll 
again.     Letters  were  granted  for  Ralph  Smith, 
Mrs.   Sudie  Belle  Martin,     Miss  Talithia  Alley, 
Dean  Eller,  Clarence  Pope  and  Geneva  McCachern. 

The  deacons  presented  and  the  church  adopted 


a  budget  for  1942: 

Pastor's  salary  $400.00 

Sexton'   salary  40.00 

Cooperative  Program  200.00 

Hundred  Thousand  Club  24.00 

Mills  Home  100.00 

Literature  100.00 

Minute  Fund  6.00 

Incidentals  50.00 

Total  $920.00 


In  March,   1942,  C.   C.   Edinger  of  Welcome 
was  called  to  serve  as  pastor.     It  was  decided 
that  the  church  should  have   "quarter  time 
preaching",   one  Sunday  each  month,   and  leave 
the  salary  at  $400.00  per  year.     There  was  some 
sentiment  for  raising  the  salary  and  holding 
services  two  Sundays  per  month.     By  October 
there  were  enough  members  in  favor  of  this  to 
increase  services  to  "half  time"  and  raise  the 
pastor's  salary  to  $600.00  per  year.  Letters 
were  granted  for  Sadie  Sharpe  Correll,  Caleb  A. 
Sharpe  and  Mrs.  Hildah  Sharpe  Carter. 

Under  leadership  of  the  new  pastor  several 
changes  were  made.     Several  young  men  from  the 
church  were  in  the  armed  services  of  their 
country.     The  church  sent  presents  to  these  men 
making  special  offerings  to  pay  for  them.  When 
a  special  request  was  made  for  a  table,   a  story 
Bible,   and  other  literature  for  the  Beginners 
in  Sunday  school,  the  church  decided  to  pay  for 
these  out  of  funds  in  the  treasury.     The  Baptist 
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State  Convention  of  North  Carolina  was  at  that 
time  promoting  an  annuity  plan  to  assure  retiring 
ministers  some  income  following  their  active 
service  in  churches.     Jersey  Church  agreed  to 
contribute  to  such  a  plan  so  that  their  pastor 
might  also  contribute  and  be  assured  of  retire- 
ment income. 

The  minutes  were  not  kept  adequately  for  a 
period  of  about  twelve  years.     The  records  do 
indicate  that  following  the  annual  revival  meet- 
ing in  August,   1943,  R.   C.   Lanier  preaching,  the 
following  seventeen  persons  were  baptized:  Betty 
Yow  Sharpe,  Mary  Smith,   Ruth  Brown,   Alice  Smith, 
Mildred  Smith,  Frances  Smith,  Bobbie  Bell, 
Richard  Broadway,   Lewis  Owen,  Darell  Pope, 
Clifford  Snider,  Ralph  Brown,  Mrs.   Ruby  Brown, 
Mrs.   Roy  Smith,   Lewis  Jackson,  Maxine  Beck  and 
Frances  Beck.     Two  persons  were  received  by 
letter  that  year:     Mrs.   John  Lemley  and  Irvin 
Woodall.     Two  persons  were  granted  letters: 
Fred  Smith  and  Mrs.  Cletus  Feezor. 

The  janitor's  salary  was  increased  from 
$45.00  per  year  to  $60.00. 

In  1944  Pastor  C.   C-   Edinger  suggested  plans 
for  improving  the  grounds  and  church  house: 
level  the  cemetery,  purchase  a  mower,  plant 
grass  on  the  grounds,  paint  the  church,  install 
new  windows  and  install  a  new  floor.     The  church 
accepted  the  plan. 

The  annual  revival  meeting  was  held  in 
October,  R.  R.   Jackson  serving  as  guest  preacher. 
Mrs.  Chelsie  Coppley  was  received  by  letter. 
Five  persons  were  baptized:     Lewis  Coppley, 
Elsie  Coppley,  Ruth  Swink,   Alice  Swink  and  Sue 
Lanning.     Letters  of  dismission  were  granted 
Mrs.   Ida  Coppley  Hartley,   Robert  Beck,  Mrs. 
Robert  Beck,  Mrs.   Lucy  Pickett  and  Claud  Sharpe. 

On  February  25,   1945,  Pastor  C.   C.  Edinger 
told  the  church  that  he  had  been  to  several 
business  men  and  priced  wood  flooring.  He 
explained  the  cost  of  each  of  several  grades 
of  wood.     The  church  voted  to  purchase  the 
best  grade.     The  men  agreed  to  meet  the  follow- 
ing Tuesday  and  take  up  the  old  floor,  make 
necessary  repairs,   then  put  the  new  floor  in 
place . 


145 


A  week  later  on  Monday  night  the  pastor 
called  the  trustees  and  deacons  together  and 
they  discussed  whether  to  build  a  porch  at  the 
front  of  the  sanctuary.     They  decided  to  build 
one,   and  to  do  so  at  once.     Men  of  the  church 
gathered  Wednesday  morning  of  that  week  and 
hauled  sand  and  rock  to  use  in  the  cement  floor 
and  walks. 

The  church  raised  the  janitor's  salary  to 
$100.00  per  year.     There  were  some  objections 
at  first,  but  the  church  offered  the  work  to 
anyone  who  would  take  it  for  less.     No  one 
offered  to  serve  for  less  than  $100.00. 

Avery  M.   Church  of  Winston  Salem  was 
selected  as  revival  preacher.     He  preached 
until  Wednesday  night,  then  was  taken  to  a 
hospital  for  an  operation.     The  pastor  preached 
the  remainder  of  the  nights  that  week. 

The  following  were  baptized:     W.   J.  Laughlin, 
Mrs.   Fred  Clodfelter,  Ruby  Clodfelter,  Margaret 
Kinney,   Sue  Kinney,  Cora  Smith  and  Peggy  Mellon. 
Elmo  Yarbrough  was  dismissed  to  join  a  Methodist 
Church . 

There  was  a  spirit  of  optimism  in  1946. 
Charlie  Smith  was  elected  a  trustee.     In  May 
the  church  voted  to  send  the  pastor  to  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in 
Miami,  Florida.     He  brought  back  an  enthusiastic 
report  about  the  work  of  Southern  Baptists. 

In  July  the  pastor  called  a  conference  and 
suggested  that  Jersey  Church  send  messengers  to 
a  special  meeting  of  the  North  Carolina  Baptist 
State  Convention  to  be  held  July  30  in  Greensboro 
for  the  purpose  of  deciding  whether  to  move 
Wake  Forest  College  from  the  town  of  Wake  Forest 
to  the  city  of  Winston  Salem.     S.   A.  Sharpe, 
Mrs.   R.   L.   Palmer  and  J.  N.   Penninger,   Jr.  were 
elected  as  messengers. 

Mrs.  Nealie  Long  Jones  was  restored  to 
membership.     The  revival  preacher  in  1946  was 
Avery  M.  Church,  who  had  been  taken  to  a  hos- 
pital for  an  operation  after  preaching  only  a 
few  days  the  year  before  in  revival  meeting. 
Fourteen  persons  were  received  for  baptism: 
Delos  Lyon,   Gilmer  Sprinkle,  Bobby  Coppley, 
Vetis  Coppley,  Louise  Coppley,   Pete  Woodall, 
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Eva  Bell  Woodall,   Louise  Woodall,   Jimmie  Burris, 
Franklin  Burris,   Jimmy  Styers ,   Johnny  Gobble, 
Betsy  Palmer  and  Edith  Brown.     In  September  Mrs. 
Harold  A.  Tate  was  received  for  baptism,  coming 
from  a  Lutheran  church.     Mrs.   Dermont  Koonts  was 
dismissed  "at  her  request." 

The  Baptists  of  Liberty  Baptist  Association 
were  discussing  whether  to  secure  the  services 
of  an  associational  missionary  who  would  help  the 
weaker  churches  and  assist  all  churches  in  pro- 
motion and  development.     Jersey  Church  sent  R.  L. 
Palmer  to  a  meeting  at  First  Baptist  Church  in 
Lexington,  with  authority  to  say  that  Jersey 
would  pay  its  part  of  the  salary  for  such  a 
worker . 

A  budget  was  presented  for  1947  which 
frightened  some  of  the  members  of  Jersey  Church. 
On  September  8  the  pastor  challenged  his  people 
to  adopt  a  $4,000.00  budget.     Spirited  discussion 
followed  its  presentation.     The  church  passed 
a  motion  to  adopt  the  following  financial  goals 
in  the  form  of  a  budget; 

Local  Expenses: 


Pastor's  salary 

$1333. 

,33 

Sexton's  salary 

100. 

,00 

Lights 

12. 

,00 

Literature 

175. 

,00 

Coal 

20. 

,00 

Minister's  Retirement 

53. 

,33 

Stoves 

100. 

,00 

Insurance 

30. 

,00 

Convention  expenses 

60. 

,00 

Building  fund  and 

miscellaneous 

758. 

,00 

Vacation  Bible  School 

25. 

,00 

.ons  and  benevolences: 

Cooperative  Program 

$  540. 

,00 

Associational  missions 

120. 

.00 

Orphanage 

480. 

,00 

Relief 

26. 

,50 

State  Missions 

50. 

.00 

Red  Cross 

10. 

.00 

Baptist  Hospital 

60. 

.00 

Miscellaneous 

46. 

.84 

Total 

$4,000. 

.00 
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Church  officers  in  1946  were:     Clerk,   R.  A. 
Tate;  treasurer,   J.  N.   Penninger,   Jr.;  recording 
secretary,   J.  N.   Penninger;  Choir  leader,  R.  L. 
Palmer;  Pianist,  Mrs.  C.  A.   Smith;  assistant 
pianist,  Mrs.  Kenneth  Lanning;   janitor,  C.  A. 
Smith;  ushers,  Charles  Penninger,   Glenn  Smith, 
Roy  Smith,  Banks  Sharpe  and  Frank  Smith. 

J.  M.   Hayes  of  Winston  Salem  was  revival 
preacher  in  August.     The  following  were  bap- 
tized:    Mrs.   Percy  Trexler,   John  Sharpe, 
Charlie  Smith,   Jr.,  David  Smith,   Ernest  Bennett, 
Gerald  Cooper,   Jimmy  Poole,  Raymond  Lemley  and 
Hazel  Burris.     Letters  of  dismission  were  granted 
that  year  to  Clifford  Snider,  Mrs.   Blanche  Owen 
and  Lee  Bullaboy. 

Four  new  offering  plates  were  presented  to 
the  church  by  Mrs.   S.  W.  McCachern. 

In  September  the  church  voted  to  send  the 
Baptist  State  paper,  The  Biblical  Recorder,  to 
each  family  in  the  church  for  one  year. 


Chapter  12 


CHURCH  DEVELOPMENT 

The  trustees  were  authorized  to  have  a  well 
dug  on  the  church  grounds  in  March,   1948.  John 
Penninger  was  elected  chairman  of  the  committee. 
Revival  meeting  was  scheduled  for  August,  but 
there  was  so  much  polio  in  North  Carolina  at 
the  time  that  the  meeting  was  postponed  until 
September.     R.  N.  Huneycutt  of  Trading  Ford  was 
the  preacher.     Joe  Bowen,  Mrs.   Joe  Bowen  and 
Ray  Kayser  were  received  by  letter.  Frances 
Gobble  and  Ray  Melton  were  baptized.  Ethel 
Newsome  professed  faith.     The  church  granted 
"letters  of  recommendation  to  join  a  church  of 
another  faith"  to  Mrs.  Robert  Mellon  and  Peggy 
Mellon . 

When  a  budget  was  adopted  there  was  some 
discussion  about  pastor's  salary.     It  was  left 
at  $1,333.33. 

Rev.   A.  L.  McGee  preached  in  the  revival 
in  September,   1949.     Mr.   and  Mrs.   Jim  Morgan 
were  received  by  letter.     The  following  were 
received  by  baptism:     Bryce  Kinney,  Lester 
Gobble,  Billy  Smith,  Catherine  Swink,  Marie 
Cooper,  Peggy  Eudy,  Hazel  Eudy,  Betty  Jean 
Coppley,  Carol  Ann  Coppley,  Virginia  Gobble, 
Martha  Coppley  and  Mrs.   Frank  Mike  Barnes. 
Letters  of  dismission  were  granted  that  year  to 
Mrs.  Esther  Sharpe  Michael,  John  Lemley,  Mrs. 
John  Lemley,  A.  G.   Lemley,  Jr.,   Lena  Kennedy 
and  Margaret  Sharpe  "to  join  with  her  husband 
at  the  Moravian  Church,  Charlotte,  N.  C." 

Charles  Penninger  resigned  as  clerk  and 
Banks  Sharpe  was  elected.     The  deacons  recom- 
mended that  the  treasurer  be  paid  the  sum  of 
$80.00  per  year  for  expenses  and  compensation 
for  services,   and  for  the  first  time  Jersey 
Church  paid  a  local  staff  member  other  than 
j  anitor . 

For  several  years  there  had  been  discus- 
sion about  a  new  building  or  about  more  Sunday 
School  rooms.     In  October,   1949,   the  church 
elected  a  Building  Fund  Committee  "to  get  funds 
to  build  additional  rooms  to  take  care  of  the 
Sunday  School  needs."     John  Penninger,   Jr.,  was 
chairman,   and  other  members  of  the  committee 
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were  Frank  Baney,   Frank  Smith,   Sarah  Penninger, 
Nan  Smith,  Charlie  Smith  and  John  Coppley. 

Disagreement  arose  as  to  whether  the  new 
rooms  should  be  attached  to  the  present  church 
building  or  should  be  placed  some  distance  away 
as  a  separate  unit.     The  decision  was  to  connect 
the  two  buildings,   the  vote  being  71  for  and  31 
against  the  motion.     A  Building  Committee  was 
elected  consisting  of  Frank  Baney,  Charles 
Penninger,  Mrs.   R.   L.   Palmer,   John  Coppley, 
Banks  Sharpe,  Ray  Kayser,  W.  K.   Trexler  and  the 
pastor,  C.  C.   Edinger,  co-worker. 

The  treasurer  was  instructed  to  turn  over 
what  money  was  in  the  building  fund  to  the  Build- 
ing Fund  Committee,  and  there  was  to  be  a 
separate  fund  for  the  purpose  of  building.  It 
was  necessary  for  the  pastor  and  building  com- 
mittee to  take  considerable  time  to  discuss 
various  floor  plans  for  the  new  building.  On 
April  9,   1950,   a  motion  was  made  to  adopt  new 
building  plans,  but  no  second  was  offered  and 
the  motion  died.     Then  it  was  suggested  that 
a  major  objection  was  to  plans  for  cutting 
through  the  wall  of  the  sanctuary  in  order  to 
attach  the  new  building  to  it.     A  request  was 
made  that  the  building  be  staked  off  as  planned, 
so  that  the  congregation  could  see  how  much 
space  it  would  cover.     No  conclusions  were 
reached  that  day.     Two  weeks  later  another  con- 
ference was  called  and  on  April  23  a  motion  was 
presented  that  the  building  plan  be  drawn  smaller 
than  the  original  plan,   and  it  was  specified 
that  the  new  floor  space  be  approximately  24  by 
38  feet.     The  congregation  voted  unanimously  in 
favor  of  the  smaller  building,   55  persons  cast- 
ing votes. 

From  April  to  September  the  people  discussed 
what  should  be  built.     There  was  a  called  meet- 
ing on  Wednesday  night,   September  20.     All  mem- 
bers of  the  church  were  notified  about  the 
meeting  and  requested  to  be  present.     That  night 
there  was  considerable  discussion.     A  motion 
was  made  and  seconded  that  the  church  adopt  "the 
plan  originally  proposed  by  the  building  com- 
mittee with  the  exception  that  the  door  is  not 
to  be  cut  through  the  wall  of  the  church."  The 
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motion  carried.     Then  the  pastor  challenged 
the  church  with  these  words,   "Jersey  Baptist 
Church  is  now  facing  her  supreme  hour,   and  in 
order  to  reach  her  possibilities  we  must  pray, 
work  and  visit."     As  a  result  of  the  discussions 
about  building  there  was  a  strong  sentiment  for 
starting  week-night  prayer  services.     So,  after 
the  building  plans  were  settled  and  the  pastor 
challenged  the  people  to  more  earnest  prayer, 
the  church  voted  at  the  special  conference  on 
September  20  to  have  mid-week  prayer  service 
each  Wednesday  night,   electing  W.  K.  Trexler  to 
be  the  leader. 

The  revival  meeting  in  1950  was  related  to 
a  great  denominational  crusade.     Eighteen  thou- 
sand Southern  Baptist  Churches  east  of  the 
Mississippi  River  were  asked  to  engage  in  a 
united  simultaneous  evangelistic  crusade  from 
March  25  through  April  8,   1951.     The  pastor 
explained  the  movement.     The  church  agreed  to 
participate.     Then  plans  were  adopted  for  the 
annual  summer  revival  August  20  to  27  in  1950. 
The  pastor  preached  that  year  in  revival  services. 
Prayer  services  were  held  each  evening  prior  to 
the  preaching  service.     One  night  the  men  con- 
tinued in  prayer  during  and  until  after  the 
preaching  service  was  over.     Ten  persons  were 
received  by  baptism:     Pauline  Ledford,  Charlie 
Ledford,   Joan  Woodle,   T.   A.  Poole,  Mrs.  T.  A. 
Poole,  Wilburn  Ledford,  Marvin  Poole,  Zach 
Trexler,   Lewis  Muhlberg  and  Clifford  Hill.  Later 
Mr.   and  Mrs.   Sylvan  Kennedy  were  received  after 
baptism.     Ten  persons  were  received  by  letter: 
Mrs.   Clifford  Hill,   Mrs.   Lewis  Muhlberg,  Robert 
Knapp,  Mrs.   Bryan  Trexler,   Ernest  Yow,  Mrs. 
Arnold  Burris,   J.   B.   Burris,  Mrs. J.   B.  Burris, 
Forest  Carter  and  Mrs.   Forest  Carter.  In 
December  Frank  Coppley  was  received  by  letter. 
Throughout  the  year,   1950,   several  letters  of 
dismission  were  granted  to:     Mrs.   J.   F.  Ribelin, 
George  Beck,   Claude  Smith,  Kate  Yow  Kepley, 
Eunice  Feezor  Garrison,   Ralph  Barnes,   Ray  Smith, 
Mrs.  Pauline  Yow  Byerly,  Mrs.   Martin  L.  Connor, 
Newton  Barnes,   Alice  Coppley  and  Mrs.   Net  Smith 
Maley . 

Sara  Penninger  was  elected  clerk  in  1950. 
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Plans  were  made  as  early  as  February,  1951, 
for  the  revival  meeting  to  be  held  in  April  as 
a  part  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Evangelistic 
Crusade:     1.     A  day  of  prayer  in  Jersey  Church 
on  February  27  beginning  at  12:01  a.  m.  and 
continuing  for  24  hours,   this  being  a  part  of 
a  continuous  chain  of  prayer  being  carried  on 
in  all  churches  of  the  association.     2.  Prayer 
partners  within  the  church  having  a  definite 
time  to  pray.     3.     A  week  of  prayer  prior  to  the 
revival  meeting  in  the  church  on  Wednesday  and 
Friday  nights  and  in  various  homes  in  the  com- 
munity for  the  other  nights.     The  revival  was 
conducted  the  week  of  April  1-8,  Garland  A. 
Hendricks  of  the  faculty  of  Gardner  Webb  College 
preaching.     The  new  building  was  under  con- 
struction,  and  special  attention  was  given 
during  the  revival  to  strengthening  the  church 
by  means  of  more  mature  Christian  workers.  The 
first  Sunday  in  May  a  joint  baptismal  service 
was  held  for  Jersey,  Holloway's  and  Stoner's 
Grove  Churches  at  the  Center  Hill  Baptist  Church. 

A  deacon,  Charles  Coppley,  died.     On  March 
11,   1951,   "it  was  decided  that  we  pray  about  the 
selection  of  a  deacon  to  fill  this  vacancy  until 
the  next  conference,   there  being  three  ways  in 
which  a  deacon  may  be  elected,   as  follows: 

1.  The  deacon  board  bring  a  recommendation. 

2.  A  committee  appointed  to  prayerfully  con- 
sider and  bring  forth  a  recommendation  to  the 
church.     3.     The  church  at  large  vote  by  ballot, 
each  member  writing  his  recommendation  on  the 
ballot  and  take  the  one  with  a  majority,   or  if 
there  is  no  majority,  take  the  two  highest  and 
vote  on  them." 

In  April  Reid  Smith,   chairman  of  the  deacons, 
reported  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  deacons  S.  A. 
Sharpe  had  requested  that  he  be  relieved  as  an 
active  deacon.     He  stated,   also,   that  the  entire 
board  of  deacons  wished  to  resign   "in  order  to 
clear  the  field  and  set  up  a  rotation  plan." 
The  church  accepted  the  resignations,   and  then 
elected  S.   A.   Sharpe  as  a  deacon  emeritus.  The 
church  expressed  sincere  appreciation  to  all  of 
the  deacons  for  their  faithful  and  untiring 
service.     Then  a  motion  was  carried  to  set  up 
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a  rotating  system  for  deacons,  with  two  going 
off  the  board  every  two  years  and  two  new  ones 
being  elected  to  fill  their  places  each  time, 
no  one  being  eligible  for  re-election  to  succeed 
himself  until  at  least  one  year  after  leaving 
active  service  cn  the  board.     The  church  then 
proceeded  to  elect  deacons  and  to  set  their 
terms  of  service  until  the  above  plan  would 
automatically  take  care  of  replacements.  The 
following  persons  were  elected  for  the  terms 
indicated:     R.   A.   Tate  and  R.   F.   Barnes  for  two 
years.     J.   G.  Coppley  and  Charles  Penninger  for 
four  years.     W.   K.   Trexler  and  John  Penninger, 
Jr.,   for  six  years.     Dallas  Kinney  and  Harold 
Tate  for  eight  years. 

In  June  the  church  voted  to  transfer 
$2,092.00  from  the  regular  church  treasury  to 
the  building  fund  in  order  to  complete  the 
building  and  furnish  the  rooms.     The  Sunday 
School  superintendent  and  teachers  were  elected 
to  serve  as  a  committee  to  select  furnishings 
for  the  rooms.     This  was  done  in  the  summer  of 
1951. 

W.  K.  Trexler  resigned  as  prayer  meeting 
leader.     Ernest  Yow  was  elected  to  succeed  him. 
In  July  Pastor  C.   C.   Edinger  attended  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in 
San  Francisco,  California. 

In  August  the  church  decided  to  leave  to 
the  trustees  the  responsibility  of  keeping  the 
cemetery  clean  and  neat  at  all  times.  Expenses 
would  be  paid  out  of  the  Don  Feezor  fund. 

The  deacons  suggested  that  the  church  con- 
sider having  the  records  preserved  in  a  fire- 
proof place,   and  also  that     a  history  of  the 
church  be  prepared.     In  October  these  two  mat- 
ters were  discussed  again,   and  it  was  decided 
that  both  matters  should  be  left  to  a  committee. 
Sara  Penninger,  J.  N.  Penninger,  Jr.   and  Nan 
Smith  were  elected  to  constitute  a  committee  for 
that  purpose. 

Three  persons  were  received  during  1951  for 
baptism:     Mrs.   Frank  Coppley,  Glenn  Eudy  and  Mrs. 
Glenn  Eudy.     Mrs.  Ernest  Yow  and  Mrs.  Elmer 
Barnes  were  received  by  letter.     The  church 
baptized  those  who  came  from  another  denomin- 
ation. 
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Letters  of  dismission  were  granted  to  Ray 
Melton,   Claude  Lemley,   George  Allen  (to  join  Mt . 
Tabor  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church) ,   John  R. 
Coppley,  Mrs.   John  R.   Coppley,   Joe  Bowen,  Mrs. 
Joe  Bowen,  Mrs.   Minnie  Smith  Sharpe  and  Mrs. 
Arthur  Swink   (to  join  Trinity  Methodist  Church). 

The  long  debated  issue  concerning  a  door 
from  the  sanctuary  into  the  new  Sunday  School 
building  was  brought  up  again  and  settled.  A 
door  was  cut  in  the  church,   to  open  into  the 
hallway  of  the  new  building.     A  gas  heating 
system  was  installed  in  the  sanctuary  and  in  the 
older  Sunday  school  rooms. 

Pastor  Clyde  Edinger  resigned,  effective 
January  1,   1952,  to  accept  the  pastorate  of 
Mount  Herman  Baptist  Church  near  Durham  and 
attend  Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 
at  Wake  Forest.     The  deacons  were  elected  a  pul- 
pit committee. 

During  the  long  ministry  of  Pastor  Edinger 
the  church  had  grown  in  several  ways:     The  mem- 
bership had  increased,   organizations  had  grown 
stronger  and  the  people  were  giving  more  money. 
As  soon  as  he  resigned  arguments  began  as  to 
whether  the  church  should  engage  in  a  program 
which  would  require  the  pastor  to  devote  all  of 
his  time  to  Jersey  Church. 

The  budget  adopted  in  1951  for  the  church 
year  September,   1951  through  August,   1952,  was: 

1.  Pastor's  Salary  $1,333.33 

2.  Local  expenses  1,553.33 

Sexton's  Salary  $300.00 
Treasurers  Salary  80.00 
Literature  400.00 
Light  bill  15.00 
Heating  20.00 
Retirement  Fund  53.33 
Insurance  52.50 
Convention  expense  60.00 
Bible  school  29.80 
Revival  100.00 
Miscellaneous  & 

Bldg.  442.70 

3.  Missions  and  Benevolences  $1,833.34 

Cooperative  Program  $890.00 
Associational  Missions  120.00 
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Mills  Home  $480.00 

State  Missions  50.00 

Baptist  Hospital  60.00 

Red  Cross  10.00 

Wake  Forest  College  150.00 

Miscellaneous  73.34 

Total  Budget  $4,720.00 
The  Pulpit  Committee  reported  on  December  2 
that  the  church  should  decide  whether  to  call 
a  full-time  pastor.     It  was  ascertained  that  a 
total  of  one  hundred  and  eighteen  members  were 
present  at  the  conference.     After  considerable 
discussion  as  to  whether  the  church  needed  a  full 
time  pastor,  the  moderator  requested  that  those 
who  wanted  the  next  pastor  full  time  stand. 
Forty-seven  members  voted  in  favor  of  this. 

The  following  Sunday,   J.   N.   Penninger,  Jr., 
who  had  presided  at  the  conference  on  December  2 
called  attention  to  a  mistake  made  at  last  con- 
ference,  at  which  time  no  motion  was  made  on  the 
question  of  calling  a  full  time  pastor,  nor  was 
an  opposing  vote  called  for  when  the  people  were 
requested  to  say  if  they  wanted  to  make  the 
change.     A  motion  was  passed  to  the  effect  that 
the  question  be  reconsidered  and  every  member 
be  given  an  opportunity  to  vote  for  or  against. 
A  motion  was  made  that  the  members  vote  by 
secret  ballot  on  December  16,  but  did  not  carry. 
Then  three  motions  were  made  in  quick  succession: 

(1)  that  a  standing  vote  be  made  immediately; 

(2)  that  a.  standing  vote  be  made  the  fourth 
Sunday  in  December; and   (3)   that  the  matter  be 
laid  on  the  table  until  a  later  date.  The 
last  two  motions  were  defeated  and  the  first 
was  passed.     Then  it  was  moved  that  the  church 
call  a  full-time  pastor.     It  was  passed. 

Not  until  February,   1952,  was  an  agreement 
reached  as  to  pastor's  salary.     On  February  10 
the  church  decided  to  increase  the  pastors' 
salary  from  $1,333.33  to  $3,120.00  per  year;  to 
pay  5^  per  cent  of  the  amount  of  the  salary,  or 
$171.60,   for  ministers  retirement;  to  give  the 
pastor  a  one-week  vacation  each  year  with  pay; 
to  bear  expenses  of  moving  a  pastor  to  the  church; 
and  to  pay  his  expenses  to  the  Baptist  State 
Convention  each  year.     This  was  a  considerable 
leap  forward  in  finances  and  pastoral  support  for 
Jersey  Church. 
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As  soon  as  the  motion  was  passed  another 
significant  move  was  made.     The  church  decided 
to  build  a  parsonage.     That  would  mean  an  addi- 
tional expenditure  of  at  least  $15,000.00.  The 
deacons  were  to  serve  as  a  committee  to  secure 
a  suitable  building  site  and  also  to  act  as  a 
building  committee. 

John  Penninger  was  instructed  to  sell  the 
heaters  which  were  not  in  use.     It  became 
necessary  to  change  the  electric  current  from 
110  volts  to  220  volts  in  the  church  buildings. 

Progress  in  securing  a  full  time  pastor 
was  slow.     The  pulpit  committee  made  a  recom- 
mendation in  February  which  was  rejected  by  the 
church.     Before  the  committee  could  prepare 
another  recommendation  a  decision  was  requested 
concerning  a  special  revival  that  year:  Jersey 
Church  was  invited  to  join  Holloway's  and 
Stoner's  Grove  Baptist  Churches  and  Cotton  Grove 
and  Macedonia  Methodist  Churches  in  sponsorship 
of  the  Annual  Feezor  Revival  at  Southmont,  a 
few  miles  away.     Dr.   Forrest  Feezor,  baptized 
and  ordained  at  Jersey  Church,   at  the  time 
Executive  Secretary  of  the  Baptist  General  Con- 
vention of  Texas,   one  of  the  most  famous  sons 
of  Jersey  Church  and  once  its  pastor,   came  to 
Southmont  for  a  revival  meeting  each  year. 
Would  it  be  wise  for  Jersey  Church  to  engage 
in  this  revival,   officially,   or  have  its  own 
revival?     It  was  decided  that  the  matter  should 
be  more  thoroughly  discussed  and  decided  two 
weeks  later.     The  decision  reached  April  20 
was  not  to  accept  the  invitation  that  year  to 
be  an  official  co-sponsor  of  the  revival,  but 
to  participate  as  in  the  past.     Most  of  the 
Jersey  people  would  attend  the  revival  services 
of  Dr.  Feezor. 

The  same  day  a  pastor  was  called.  The 
committee  had  brought  three  different  prospects 
to  the  church,   each  of  whom  they  were  willing 
to  recommend.     Each  prospect  had  preached  a 
trial  sermon:     F.  P.  Blankenship,  Charles  Young 
and  J.  D.  Robinson.     It  was  agreed  that  a  vote 
would  be  taken  and  the  two  persons  receiving 
the  low  votes  would  be  eliminated. 
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Then  the  church  would  be  requested  to  vote 
to  call  whichever  person  received  the  largest 
number  of  votes.     J.   D-  Robinson  was  extended 
the  call.     He  agreed  to  begin  his  ministry  on 
May  4,  1952. 

On  May  18  the  pastorium  committee  reported 
that  eight  lots  had  been  offered  as  building 
sites  for  the  pastorium.     They  recommended  that 
the  church  accept  the  lot  offered  by  H.   B.  Sharpe 
in  honor  of  his  father  and  mother,  Mr.   and  Mrs. 
S.   A.   Sharpe,  which  the  committee  considered  to 
be  the  most  suitable  location.     The  church  voted 
to  accept  the  lot  and  a  rising  vote  of  thanks 
was  given  Mr.   Sharpe  for  donating  the  lot. 

The  same  day  the  lot  was  accepted  for  the 
building  of  a  pastorium,   the  church  building 
finance  committee  reported  on  the  cost  of  the 
Sunday  School  building; 

Receipts  to  date  $8,575.49 
Disbursements  7,979.82 
Balance  595.67 
Pledged,  unpaid  125.00 
It  was  decided  to  add  gutters  to  the  roof 
of  the  entire  church  building  and  to  paint  the 
roof  on  the  old  part  of  the  church. 

Four  YWA  members  of  WMU  decided  to  attend 
the  summer  encampment  for  young  women  at 
Ridgecrest,   summer  assembly  grounds  for  Southern 
Baptists.     A  motion  was  made  and  carried  that 
the  church  help  to  bear  the  expenses  of  these 
four  persons.     At  that  time  someone  reported 
that  some  GA  and  RA  members   (girls  and  boys  of 
the  youth  organizations  of  WMU)  were  to  attend 
Ridgecrest,   also,   and  that  everyone  should  be 
given  the  same  help.     Then  it  was  decided  to 
take  a  special  offering  and  divide  the  money 
between  all  of  the  young  people  who  could  go 
to  Ridgecrest  that  summer. 

J.  W.   Crocker  was  guest  revival  preacher 
in  August.     The  year  1952  proved  to  be  a  year 
when  new  members  came  throughout  the  year,  and 
there  were  eight  during  revival  week  and  a  total 
of  twenty  four  during  the  year.     Persons  who  were 
received  for  baptism  were:  Ruby  Clodfelter, 
Mrs.  Wade  Yarbrough,   Betty  Mae  Yarbrough,  Homer 
Yarbrough,   Howard  Shoaf,  H.   H.   Hedrick,  Jessie 
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Hill,  Carey  Sharpe ,   Ned  Carter,   Evelyn  Brown, 
Julia  Ann  Coppley,  Rebecca  Coppley,  Linda 
Woodle,  Kay  Shoaf,  Kay  Yow,  Peggy  Gallimore  and 
Mary  Baney.     Mrs.   N.   E.   Chapman  was  received 
upon  her  statement.     These  were  received  by 
letter:     J.   D.  Robinson,  Mrs.   J.   D.  Robinson, 
Dorothy  Ann  Robinson,  Mrs.  H.   H.   Hedrick  and 
Annie  Ruth  Lemley.     Letters  of  dismission  were 
granted  for  Mrs. Bertha  Smith  Walsingham,  Mrs. 
Geraldine  Feezor  O'Connor,  Mrs.   Dorcas  Prevette, 
Mrs.  Roy  Surratt,   Joe  McCarn  and  Jim  W.  Morgan. 

In  order  that  the  pastor  might  have  a 
telephone  in  the  new  pastorium  the  church  pur- 
chased Mr.  M.  R.  Knapp's  phone  and  his  stock  in 
the  Cotton  Grove  Mutual  Telephone  Company.  It 
was  understood  that  the  pastor  would  pay  the 
regular  telephone  charges. 

The  committee  on  preservation  of  the  church 
records  made  a  report.     Miss  Nan  Smith  told  the 
church  that  photostatic  copies  could  be  made  of 
the  clerk's  records  for  fifty  cents  per  sheet, 
that  there  were  two  hundred  and  sixty  two  sheets 
in  poor  condition  and  one  hundred  and  five  sheets 
in  good  condition.     A  month  later  the  members 
voted  to  have  all  the  loose  leaves  photographed, 
which  would  preserve  the  older  records.  The 
work  was  done  in  the  office  of  the  Register  of 
Deeds  at  Lexington,   and  the  sheets  were  placed 
in  a  heavy  binder,   loose  leaf  form.     The  com- 
mittee requested  that  the  people  offer  sug- 
gestions concerning  a  safe  place  for  keeping 
the  records,   and  also  suggestions  for  the  writing 
of  the  church  history.     The  church  decided  to 
leave  both  matters  to  the  discretion  of  the 
committee.     A  year  later  the  committee  reported 
that  the  church  records  through  1908  had  been 
placed  in  a  metal  box  under  lock  and  key  and 
sent  to  the  fireproof  library  building  at  South- 
eastern Baptist  Seminary  in  Wake  Forest,  and 
that  a  contract  had  been  drawn  up  between  the 
church  and  the  Seminary  officials  concerning 
the  keep  and  use  of  the  records.     It  was  stated 
that  the  photostatic  copy  of  the  records  had 
been  turned  over  to  Garland  A.   Hendricks  to  be 
used  in  writing  the  history  of  Jersey  Church. 
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Late  in  1952  the  pews  of  the  church  were 
repaired . 

The  construction  of  the  parsonage  brought 
forth  a  fine  spirit  of  helpfulness  on  the  part 
of  nearly  everyone.     Mr.   Fred  Clodfelter  used 
his  time  and  machinery  and  dug  the  basement  for 
the  new  house.     The  church  sent  him  an  official 
letter  expressing  its  appreciation.     Miss  Eliza- 
beth Smith  granted  right  of  way  so  that  REA 
might  put  in  a  power  line  to  carry  electricity 
to  the  pastorium.     Insurance  was  purchased  to 
cover  the  building  for  $12,000--a  five  year 
policy  with  The  Citizens  Insurance  Company  of 
Lexington.     The  committee  thought  it  would  be 
wise  to  cover  the  building  with  insurance  while 
it  was  under  construction. 

Officers  and  workers  elected  for  the  church 
year,   1952-1953  were: 

Clerk,   Sara  Penninger. 

Assistant  Clerk,  Mrs.  Howard  Shoaf. 

Secretary,  H.   B.  Sharpe. 

Treasurer,   J.   N.   Penninger,  Jr. 

Pianist,  Mrs.  C.   A.  Smith. 

Assistant  Pianist,  Mrs.  Kenneth  Lanning. 

Choir  Leader,   R.   L.  Palmer. 

Janitor,  C.   A.   Smith  and  family. 

Trustee  to  replace  S.   A.   Sharpe,  H.  B.  Sharpe. 

Chairman  Senior  Ushers,   Frank  Smith. 

Sunday  School  Superintendent,  J.  G.  Coppley. 

Training  Union  Director,   Forest  Carter. 

W.  M.  U.   President,  Mrs.   C.   A.  Smith 

The  budget  adopted  was: 


1 
2 


Pastor's  Salary 


Local  expenses 


$3,120.00 
1,620.00 


Sexton  salary  $300.00 
Treasurer's  salary  80.00 
Literature  '  500.00 

Lights  and  fuel  160.00 
Retirement  fund  124.80 
Insurance  52.50 
Vacation  Bible  School 


25 . 00 


Revival  100.00 
Miscellaneous  & 


Building  277.70 
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3.  Missions  and  benevolences 
Cooperative  Program  $ 
Associational  Missions 
Mills  Home 
State  Missions 
Wake  Forest  College   


$1,760.00 


$900.00 
180.00 
480.00 
50.00 
150.00 


Total  $6,500.00 


A  committee  was  appointed  to  secure  funds 
for  the  building  of  the  pastorium,  consisting 
of  H.   F.  Baney,   Chairman,   Forest  Carter,  Guy 
Swink,  Ray  Kayser,  Mrs.   Kenneth  Lanning,  Mrs. 
W.   L.   Smith,   Jr.   and  Miss  Libby  Coppley. 

The  church  named  a  committee  "to  select 
patterns  for  the  floor  covering  of  the  kitchen 
and  bathroom  of  the  pastorium."     Two  weeks  later 
a  special  conference  was  called  '"to  determine 
where  the  driveway  should  be  made  for  the 
pastorium , ,:'  at  which  time  the  church  voted  that 
"a  circle  drive  be  made,   going  back  of  the  house." 

In  February  John  Penninger  reported  for 
the  building  committee  that  the  pastorium  was 
almost  completed  and  that  it  would  be  necessary 
to  borrow  approximately  $10,000  in  order  to  pay 
the  contractor.     The  trustees  had  made  an  in- 
vestigation and  brought  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  unanimously  adopted: 

"Resolved  that  the  Jersey  Baptist  Church 
borrow  the  amount  of  ten  thousand  dollars 
($10,000)   at  five  per  cent   (5%)   interest  from 
the  Lexington  State  Bank,   Lexington,   N.   C,  and 
that  said  loan  be  rapaid  at  the  rate  of  one 
hundred  dollars   ($100)   per  month  or  more,  depend- 
ing upon  the  financial  ability  of  said  church 
to  repay  said  loan,   and  that  R.   A.  Tate,  C.  A. 
Smith,   and  H.  B.   Sharpe,   trustees  for  Jersey 
Baptist  Church,  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized 
to  obtain  proper  fire  and  other  insurance  on 
said  pastorium  building  and  to  do  any  and  all 
other  things  necessary  and  required  in  the  clos- 
ing of  said  loan  with  the  Lexington  State  Bank." 

A  month  later  it  was  decided  to  grant 
permission  for  the  deacons  to  decide  what  to  do 
about  the  pastorium  lawn.     What  should  be  done 
about  oil  for  fuel  at  the  pastor's  home?  It 
was  agreed  "that  the  church  pay  for  oil 
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burned  in  the  pastorium  before  the  pastor  moved 
in,   and  also  for  enough  to  fill  the  tank  when 
the  pastor  moved  in;   the  pastor  to  pay  for  oil 
that  he  uses  and  then  leave  the  tank  full  of  oil 
when  he  moves  out." 

The  church  decided  to  rotate  two  deacons 
off  and  two  new  ones  on  each  year.     Until  this 
time  there  had  been  a  change  of  two  deacons  each 
two  year  period. 

In  August  money  was  donated  for  building 
a  baptistry. 

Howard  Shoaf  and  Robert  Knapp  were  elected 
deacons.     Reid  Smith  was  elected  a  few  months 
later  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  W.  K.  Trexler. 
The  church  paid  $61.40  for  a  new  motor  for  the 
lawn  mower  and  it  was  decided  that  the  mower 
should  be  used  on  the  pastorium  lawn  and  kept 
at  the  pastorium  except  when  in  use  on  the 
church  yard . 

J.  W.  Crocker  preached  in  a  revival  meeting 
in  August.     These  persons  were  baptized:  Mrs. 
Lucille  Bailey,   Doris  Penninger,   Lillian  Smith, 
James  Smith,  Ray  Yow,   Jane  Yow  and  Ernest  Yow. 
Mrs.   Dan  Sharpe  was  received  by  letter  that  year. 
Letters  were  granted  to  Mrs.   Ida  Hedrick  Kearns, 
Roy  Roach,  Mrs.  Keith  Cecil,  Mrs.   J.   L.  Burleson, 
Mrs.   Alice  Smith  Hedrick  and  Mrs.   Frances  Gobble 
Price . 

Pastor  J    D.  Robinson  resigned  in  March, 
1954.     Three  months  later  the  deacons  recommended 
"that  when  the  pulpit  committee  that  will  be 
elected  believes  that  they  have  found  the  man 
that  God  wants  us  to  have  as  our  pastor,  his 
name  be  presented  to  the  church  as  the  only 
candidate  to  be  voted  upon  and  that  any  can- 
didate must  be  favored  with  75  per  cent  or  more 
of  those  voting  before  he  is  called  as  pastor." 
The  motion  was  passed.     Then  the  church  elected 
a  pulpit  committee:     Forest  Carter,  Banks  Sharpe, 
John  Coppley,   John  Penninger,   Jr.   and  Harold 
Tate. 

R.   L.  Palmer,   executor  for  the  estate  of 
Mrs.   Nealie  Long  Jones  announced  that  Mrs.  Jones 
had   "willed  her  property  to  her  husband  for  his 
lifetime  and  that  after  his  death  it  would  be 
the  property  of  Jersey  Baptist  Church;  also 
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that  all  debts  incurred  must  be  paid  from  the 
estate."     The  church  accepted  the  property  and 
gave  a  rising  vote  of  thanks. 

In  September  Forest  Carter  and  Frank  Coppley 
were  ordained  as  deacons.     An  old  vacuum  cleaner 
was  traded  in  for  a  new  one.     Pastor's  salary 
was  raised  to  $4,420  per  year,  and  the  church 
extended  a  call  to  Ronald  Hicks  of  Oxford.  He 
did  not  accept  the  call. 

A  committee  was  named  to  plan  a  Bi-Centen- 
nial  Anniversary  celebration  of  Jersey  Baptist 
Church  in  1955.     The  committee,  Miss  Nan  Smith, 
J.   N.   Penninger,   Jr.,   and  Mrs.   Robert  Knapp, 
recommended  that  a  week  of  special  services 
"begin  on  July  31  and  close  with  an  all  day 
service  on  August  7.u     The  church  agreed. 

One  person  was  received  by  baptism  in  1954, 
Carl  Lemley.     Eighteen  were  dismissed  by  letter: 
J.   B.  Burris,  Mrs.   J.   B.   Burris,  Mrs.  Helen 
Coppley  Dodson,  Clay  Cooper,  Rev.   J.   D-  Robinson, 
Mrs.   J.   D.  Robinson,   Dorothy  Robinson,  Mrs. 
Dorothy  Waller  Hartsell,  Mrs.   Ruby  Clodfelter 
Bates,  Mrs.   Lois  Myers  Shoaf,  Mrs.   Martha  Yar- 
brough  Simpson,  Margaret  Smith,   Ernest  Yow, 
Mrs.   Ernest  Yow,  Kay  Yow,   Delos  Lyons  and  Mrs. 
Delos  Lyons. 

In  January,   1955,   the  church  decided  to 
weatherstrip  the  parsonage  and  insulate  it 
overhead.     February  20  a  call  was  extended  to 
Robert  Harrell  and  he  became  pastor  May  1. 

The  young  girls'   Sunday  school  class  donat- 
ed shrubs  for  the  parsonage  yard.     Mrs.   R.  L. 
Palmer  donated  a  bulletin  board  and  a  Bible 
stand  for  use  in  the  church.     These  gifts  were 
accepted  with  a  rising  vote  of  thanks.     R.  F. 
Barnes,   teacher  of  the  young  men's  Sunday 
School  class  was  granted  permission  to  organize 
a  baseball  club.     Bryan  Trexler  and  C.   D.  Owen 
were  elected  deacons.     Dr.   and  Mrs.   J.  Lee 
Carrick  presented  the  church  a   silver  urn  in 
memory  of  his  father  and  mother. 

Plans  were  made  for  the  Bi-Centennial 
Anniversary  of  the  church.     Special  committees 
were  given  responsibility  for  music   (Mrs.   C.  A. 
Smith,   R.   L.   Palmer  and  David  Smith);  Hospital- 
ity (Mrs.   Frank  Smith,  Mrs.   Forest  Carter,  Mrs. 
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Robert  Cook  and  J.   G.  Coppley) ;  Registration 
(Forest  Carter,   Evelyn  Brown,  Marie  Cooper,  Ruth 
Swink,  Hazel  Burris,   Betty  Mae  Yarborough,  Harold 
Tate,   Sue  Lanning,  Cora  Smith  and  John  Sharpe) ; 
Flowers   (Helen  Tate,  Mrs.   Kenneth  Lanning,  Libby 
Coppley  and  Mary  Coppley) ;  Parking  and  Lighting 
(Banks  Sharpe,  Ray  Kayser,  Raymond  Smith,  Charlie 
Smith,   Jr.,  Charlie  Yow,   Roy  Smith,  Ned  Carter 
and  Lewis  Coppley);  Ushers   (Frank  Smith,  Mike 
Barnes,   Bob  Coppley,   Sylvan  Kennedy,   Carl  Lemley, 
Dan  Sharpe,  W.   L.   Smith,   Jr.   and  Gilmer  Sprinkle); 
Housekeepers   (C.   A.   Smith,  Nan  Smith,  Mrs. 
Forest  Smith,  Mr.   and  Mrs.   Bryan  Trexler) ;  Table 
(Guy  Swink,  Howard  Woodle,  Richard  Broadway,  C.  D. 
Owens,  R.   A.  Tate  and  Elmer  Barnes). 

The  church  gave  the  Bi-Centennial  committee 
permission  to  pull  the  corner  stone  from  the 
church  and  find  out  if  it  contained  valuable 
information  concerning  the  history  of  the  church. 
On  July  2  this  was  done.     No  helpful  information 
was  discovered.     A  new  corner  stone  was  used  to 
replace  the  one  removed,   and  dates  for  the  new 
annex  were  included  on  it. 

Dr.   C.   R.   Sharpe  donated  a  portice  chande- 
lier to  the  church.     Mr.   and  Mrs.   Robert  Knapp 
presented  a  tape  recorder  to  the  church  in  honor 
of  Mr.   and  Mrs.   J.   N.   Penninger,   Sr.     A  public 
address  system  was  installed  for  use  during  the 
bi-centennial  celebration. 

A  week  of  special  services  brought  the 
members  and  friends  of  Jersey  Baptist  Church 
together  for  a  celebration.     On  Sunday  morning 
Dr.  M.   A.  Huggins,   General  Secretary-Treasurer 
of  the  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North  Carolina, 
spoke  on  the  subject,   "The  Rural  Church  and  Our 
Denomination."     At  the  Sunday  evening  service, 
July  31,  Garland  A.   Hendricks,  who  had  done  most 
of  the  research  for  a  history  of  the  church, 
made  a  summary  statement  about  "Two  Centuries 
of  Growth."     Former  pastors  were  recognized  that 
night . 

Monday  night  Section  I  of  a  brief  history 
prepared  by  Mr.  Hendricks  was  presented.  Recog- 
nition was  made  of  daughter,  grand-daughter,  and 
great-grand  daughter  churches  whose  representa- 
tives were  present.     Dr.   0.   T.   Binkley,  Pro- 
fessor of  Ethics  and  Christian  Sociology  at 
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Southeastern  Baptist  Seminary,   spoke  on  "The 
Contribution  of  the  Rural  Church  to  the  Reli- 
gious Life  of  America." 

Section  II  of  the  history  was  presented 
Thursday  night.     Then  the  Honorable  Luther 
Hodges,  Governor  of  North  Carolina,   spoke  on 
"Rural  People  and  Christian  Citizenship." 

Friday  night  the  people  heard  Section  III 
of  the  history.     Then  Dr.   M.   Ray  McKay,  Professor 
of  Preaching  at  Southeastern  Baptist  Seminary, 
spoke  on  "The  Rural  Church  and  the  World  Mission- 
ary Task .  " 

The  pastor,  Rev.   R.   S.   Harrell,   spoke  to 
his  people  on  Saturday  night,   asking   "What  of 
the  Future?"     Section  IV  of  the  history  was 
presented.     Dr.   Forrest  C.   Feezor  of  Texas, 
former  pastor  and  member  of  Jersey  Church,  spoke 
Sunday  morning. 

The  people  took  great  pride  in  looking  back 
over  two  hundred  years  of  the  struggles  of  their 
church.     They  recognized  representatives  of  the 
churches  started  by  Jersey  and  her  daughter 
churches,   at  least  sixteen  churches  in  all: 
Fork,  Reeds,  Holloways,   Lick  Creek,  Salisbury 
First,  Center  Hill,   Advance,  Churchland,  Liberty, 
Stallings  Memorial,   Stoner's  Grove,   North  Main, 
Emmanuel,   Smith  Grove,  Morlan  Park  and  Rowan 
Mills  . 

J.   G.   Coppley  and  Frank  Smith  were  elected 
deacons  to  replace  D.  R.   Smith  and  J.   N.  Pennin- 
ger,   Jr.,  whose  term  of  service  expired  in  1955. 

The  trustees  were  authorized  to  refinish 
the  pews  in  the  sanctuary  and  to  improve  the 
drive  in  front  of  the  church. 

The  church  decided  to  observe  Family  Night 
each  month,   at  which  time  all  of  the  organiza- 
tions of  W.M.U  and  Brotherhood  would  hold  their 
regular  meetings. 

The  following  persons  joined  the  church 
before  September  in  1955:  by  letter,  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Robert  S.  Harrell,  Margaret  Smith,  Grover 
Palmer,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Delos  Lyon,  Mrs.  Paul' 'Smith, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pleas  Flynn;  and  by  baptism,  Paul 
Walser,  Ralph  Poole,  Glenn  Penninger,  Mrs.  Bob 
Coppley  and  Mrs.  Otis  Hill. 
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In  1955  letters  were  granted  to  members  to 
join  churches  of  other  denominations:   "a  certi- 
ficate of  transfer  to  join  Friendship  Evangel- 
ical and  Reformed  Church"  was  granted  to  Gerald 
Cooper;    "a  letter  of  dismissal  for  Mrs.  Betty 
Sharpe  Sink  to  join  Midway  Methodist  Church;" 
"a  letter  of  dismissal  for  Ervin  Foster  to  join 
Paul's  Chapel  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church," 
"a  letter  of  dismissal  for  Mrs.   Lucy  Trexler 
Haynes  to  join  an  Episcopal  church  in  Framingham, 
Mass."     Others  granted   letters  to  join  other 
Baptist  Churches  were:     Mrs.   Bertie  Crook  Mooney, 
Howard  Shoaf,  Mrs.   Howard  Shoaf,  Kay  Shoaf,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.   Hollis  Hedrick  and  Margaret  Smith. 


Chapter  13 


EQUIPPED  AND  ORGANIZED 

The  celebration  of  the  Bi -Centennia 1  Anni- 
versary at  Jersey  Church  stirred  up  considerable 
interest  in  having  the  history  of  the  church 
published.     A  motion  was  passed   "that  we  give 
Mr.   Garland  Hendricks  permission  and  authority 
to  get  together  further  information  and  work 
toward  the  completion  of  the  church  history-- 
we  to  remunerate  him  for  his  trouble  and  expense." 
An  amendment  provided  that  the  church  would  set 
aside  the  sum  of  $250.00  each  year  to  pay  for 
the  publication  of  the  history. 

The  church  agreed  to  give  the  pastor  the 
privilege  of  asking  a  deacon  to  assist  him  in 
baptismal  services  when  he  should  need  a  person 
to  help  him. 

The  people  grew  tired  of  a  large  number  of 
meetings  which  required  that  different  age  groups 
and  interest  groups  be  at  the  church  on  various 
nights  throughout  the  month.     So  a  plan  was 
created  whereby  on   "Family  Night"  all  meetings 
of  the  different  organizations  were  held  the 
same  evening. 

The  lower  floor  of  the  church  annex  was 
divided  into  three  classrooms  and  equipped  for 
use  as  a  nursery.  It  was  estimated  that  the 
cost  would  be  $700.00  to  $1,000.00,  and  pro- 
vision was  made  to  raise  the  necessary  funds 
by  making  a  special  offering  on  the  third  Sunday 
in  October. 

The  guest  preacher  for  revival  in  the  fall 
was  Fred  Duckett,   of  Denton.     Persons  who  joined 
the  church  after  September  that  year  were:  By 
statement,  Mrs.   Curtis  Coppley;   on  profession 
of  faith,   John  Yarborough,  Wood  Yarborough, 
Ellen  Yarborough,   Lindsay  Smith,   Bobby  Lyon, 
Jonie  Coppley,   Evelyn  Coppley,   Patty  Smith, 
Phyllis  Penninger,   Sarah  Sharpe  and  Don  Morris; 
coming  from  churches  of  other  faiths,  Mrs.  Wood 
Yarborough,  Mrs.   Austin  Coppley,   and  Van  Looka- 
bill.     A  letter  of  dismission  was  granted  to 
David  Smith. 

Culverts  were  placed  in  the  driveway. 
During  the  dry  seasons  the  well  at  the  church 
did  not  provide  an  adequate  supply  of  water,  so 
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plans  were  made  to  have  a  new  well  "drilled, 
guaranteed  to  supply  present  and  anticipated 
future  needs."     It  would  take  a  rather  free  flow 
of  water  to  fill  a  large  baptistry.     The  people 
had  decided  that  they  wanted  a  baptistry  inside 
the  church. 

So  many  decisions  were  being  made  which 
were  related  to  the  buildings  and  grounds  that 
a  decision  was  reached  to  the  effect  that  "all 
work  connected  with  building  and  ground  upkeep 
and  repairs  be  delegated  to  the  trustees  of  the 
church.  " 

As  spokesman  for  the  family  of  Mr.   and  Mrs. 
Charlie  Coppley,   J.   G.  Coppley  presented  a  mimeo- 
graph machine  to  the  church,   stipulating  that 
the  machine  would  be  used  in  the  activities  of 
the  church  and  by  someone  possessing  a  working 
knowledge  of  the  machine.     On  behalf  of  the 
church  the  pastor  accepted  the  gift  as  one 
presented   "in  loving  honor,  memory  and  appreci- 
ation of  Mr.   and  Mrs.  Charlie  Coppley".  The 
church  extended     a  rising  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
family.     Then  Pastor  Robert  Harrell  led  the 
people  in  an  impressive  service,  dedicating  the 
machine  to  God  and  the  work  of  the  church. 

The  new  drilled  well  was  a  success.  It 
yielded  a  flow  of  six  gallons  of  water  per 
minute . 

It  was  reported  that  the  construction  of 
a  baptistry  would  cost  from  $2,000.00  to  $3,00Q0Q, 
"Three  alternatives  were  presented:     1.     To  set 
aside  a  designated  amount  of  money  each  year. 
2.     Borrow  enough  money  to  build  it  now.  3. 
Build  a    'makeshift'   to  get  by  at  present."  A 
discussion  on  the  matter  was  postponed  until  a 
later  conference.     A  month  later  the  people 
decided  to  build  a  baptistry.     It  was  to  be 
financed  by  setting  "aside  every  fifth  Sunday 
for  a  baptistry  of f ering " through  August  31,  1956, 
"then  beginning  September  31,   1956,   a  certain 
amount  to  be  set  up  on  the  budget  each  year  until 
a  sufficient  amount  has  been  set  aside, then  pro- 
ceed with  the  building.     Motion  was  made  and 
carried  that  the  $300.00  now  in  the  baptistry  fund 
and  any  future  donations  to  the  fund  be  placed 
somewhere  to  draw  interest  until  ready  for  use." 
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A  nursery  committee  of  the  church  was  given 
responsibility  for  having  tile  laid  on  the  hall 
and  rest  room  floors.     The  trustees  were  author- 
ized to  have  necessary  work  done  in  the  rest 
rooms  before  the  tile  was  laid. 

The  relationship  of  pastor  to  church  is 
borne  out  by  several  references  to  the  pastor 
and  his  family.     The  pastor  reported  to  the 
church  that  he  would  participate  in  a  State 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Leadership  conference  from 
January  23  through  27;   in  a  Rural  Church  Enlarge- 
ment Revival  from  April  12  through  20;   and  that 
he  would  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Southern  Bap- 
tist Convention  in  Kansas  City  from  May  30 
through  June  2.     The  church  voted   "to  dispense 
with  the  Sunday  night  service  January  8  in  order 
that  the  pastor  might  spend  the  evening  with  his 
wife  and  baby  in  the  hospital."     When  the  father 
of  Mrs.   Harrell,   the  pastor's  wife,   died,  the 
people  expressed  their  sympathies  in  many  help- 
ful ways. 

Extra  expenses  amounted  to  more  than  any- 
one expected.     The  general  church  treasurer 
notified  the  people  that  he  did  not  have  enough 
money  on  hand  to  pay  current  bills.     The  well 
and  pump  had  been  expensive.     Preparation  of  the 
nursery  had  cost  $933.65,   and  Mrs.  Robert  Cook 
reported  that  the  nursery  fund  showed  a  deficit 
of  $81.54.     The  church  voted   "that  all  deficits 
be  lumped  together  and  that  a  special  offering 
be  taken  on  the  first  Sunday  in  March  to  clear 
off  all  deficits."     After  the  special  offering 
was  made  the  treasurer  reported  that  he  did  not 
have  enough  money  to  pay  all  the  bills.  The 
chairman  of  the  deacons  made  "an  appeal  for  each 
member  to  increase  his  giving  sufficiently  to 
take  care  of  this." 

The  church  agreed  "to  dispense  with  the 
11:00  o'clock  service  on  the  third  Sunday  in 
May  and  move  the  Sunday  School  hour  to  9:45  in 
cooperation  with  the  school  in  order  that  the 
baccalaureate  sermon  could  be  held  at  eleven 
o'clock  on  that  day." 

C.   A.   Smith  called  for  volunteers  to  help 
set  trees  on  the  parsonage  lot.     Committees  were 
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appointed  to  make  plans  for  Vacation  Bible  School 
and  to  prepare  for  Homecoming  Day. 

The  political  pot  was  boiling  in  the  county. 
The  pastor  led  the  church  to  play  an  active  role 
in  fighting  a  movement  to  legalize  the  sale  of 
beer  and  wine.     The  treasurer  was  authorized  to 
contribute  $25.00  to  the  cause.     A  month  later 
the  church  contributed  $10.00  more. 

Frank  Baney  resigned  from  the  Parsonage 
Building  Fund  Committee  and  the  church  elected 
co-chairmen  R.   F.   Barnes  and  Robert  Cook.  It 
was  decided  that  the  general  treasurer  of  the 
church  would  handle  all  parsonage  funds. 

In  May  the  church  agreed  to   "adopt  the 
Evangelistic  Team  idea  for  our  revival  consist- 
ing of  a  speaker  and  a  song  leader  working  to- 
gether,  and  that  the  Evangelistic  Team  be  given 
$200.00  to  be  divided  equally." 

The  nursery  needed  paint  and  some  equip- 
ment.    It  was  estimated  that  the  cost  would  be 
about  $200.00.     There  was  a  gift  of  $100.00  to 
be  used  for  this  purpose,   and  the  church  appro- 
priated $100.00  from  the  general  fund. 

The  Parsonage  Building  Fund  Committee  urged 
the  congregation  to  increase  giving  for  the  new 
parsonage,   and  the  church  voted  to  take  a  special 
offering  for  this  purpose  once  a  quarter  (rather 
than  once  a  month  as  had  been  the  case)  ,  to  set 
a  goal  of  $600.00  each  quarter,   and  to  make  a 
special  drive  for  funds  on  the  fourth  Sunday  in 
May.     The  Committee  was  granted  permission  to 
carry  on  an  extensive  promotion  campaign  in 
behalf  of  the  parsonage  project. 

H.   B.   Sharpe  was  elected  chairman  of  the 
Trustees  . 

The  church  needed  new  hymn  books.     It  was 
suggested  that  each  of  several  families  might 
like  to  donate  some  hymnals  in  memory  of  loved 
ones.     A  committee  was  appointed  to  accept  such 
donations:     Charles  Penninger,  Mrs.  Kenneth 
Lanning  and  Beulah  Coppley. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  effect  change  in 
methods  of  financing  the  work:     1.    "That  begin- 
ning with  the  new  church  year,   September  1,  we 
make  our  regular  offerings  to  the  church  during 
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the  morning  worship  service  rather  than  Sunday 
School."     2.     "That... we  begin  to  use  individual 
offering  envelopes,   a  package  being  supplied  to 
each  church  member  and  to  anyone  not  a  member 
but     desiring  envelopes."     The  church  refused 
to  adopt  these  recommendations. 

The  Baptist  churches  in  the  vicinity  of 
Lexington  decided  to  sponsor  a  Bible  Teaching 
Clinic,   to  be  held  at  the  First  Baptist  Church 
in  Lexington  the  week  of  September  17-21.  Jersey 
Baptist  Church  was  asked  to  contribute  $20.00 
to  help  pay  the  expenses  of  the  Clinic  and  agreed 
to  pay  that  amount   "or  more  if  required",  with 
the  understanding  that  the  money  would   "come  out 
of  the  general  treasury  on  this  year's  expense." 
It  was  understood  that  Jersey  Church  would  send 
as  many  members  as  possible  to  participate  in 
the  clinic  and  that  the  Sunday  School  teachers 
should  be  especially  urged  to  attend. 

The  annual  expenses  of  the  church  were  in- 
creasing rapidly.     In  recent  years  there  had  been 
a  large  number  of  special  campaigns  to  raise 
money.     Several  different  treasuries  had  been 
authorized  for  handling  funds.     Some  people  began 
to  complain  that  there  were  too  many  different 
offerings  for  causes  at  home  and  in  support  of 
the  various  wcrth-while  causes  sponsored  by  the 
Baptist  State  Convention.     Some  of  the  local  pro- 
jects calling  for  special  offerings  had  been: 
parsonage,   baptistry,  well,   pump,   pews,  people 
in  need,   rearrangement  of  the  building  to  provide 
a  nursery,   equipment  for  a  nursery,  participation 
in  a  political  battle  over  legalizing  beer  and 
wine,   improvements  on  the  grounds  and  beautifi- 
cation  of  the  cemetery.     The  Baptist  State  Con- 
vention was  appealing  to  the  churches  to  make 
special  offerings  for  the  support  of  many  dif- 
ferent causes,   including  its  newly  established 
homes  for  aging  people,   a  growing  ministry  by 
its  Baptist  Hospital,  pressing  needs  at  the 
homes  for  children,  more  adequate  support  for 
seven  Baptist  colleges,  help  for  establishing 
new  churches  where  needed,   assistance  for  pas- 
tors who  ministered  to  underprivileged  groups 
of  people,   funds  for  expanding  the  program  of 
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summer  assemblies,   support  for  associati onal 
programs  of  work,    and  other  missions  needs  in 
North  Carolina.     The  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
made  appeals  for  special  offerings  for  home 
missions  and  foreign  missions. 

As  a  result  of  all  of  these  special  appeals 
the  church  members  would  make  a  regular  offering 
for  church  work  each  Sunday.     In  addition,  they 
were  being  asked  to  make  a  special  or  over-and- 
above  offering  more  than  half  of  all  the  Sundays 
in  the  year.     The  church  provided  for  many  of 
the  denominational  projects  in  its  regular  bud- 
get.    There  was  a  growing  sentiment  for  reducing 
the  number  of  special  offerings  and  encouraging 
each  person  to  give  more  generously  in  support 
of  the  regular  budget  of  the  church. 

On  August  12  the  church  adopted  a  recom- 
mendation of  the  deacons   "that  unless  the 
church  in  regular  conference  provides  otherwise, 
the  only  special  offerings  to  be  taken  for  the 
coming  church  year  be   (a)   Home  for  the  Aging  at 
regular  time,    (b)   Baptist  Hospital  on  Mother's 
Day,    (c)   Orphanage  on  Thanksgiving  Day,  (d) 
Christmas  treat.     It  is  further  recommended 
that  we  handle  the  annual  fund  drives  (cancer, 
polio,   etc.)   by  individual  contribution  outside 
the  church,   and  that  our  W.  M.  U.   plan  a  church- 
wide  program  for  the  observance  of  the  "Seasons 
of  Prayer  and  offerings  for  Foreign  Missions, 
Home  Missions  and  State  Missions." 

The  church  had  tried  different  plans  for 
proper  care  of  the  cemetery.     The  deacons  re- 
commended and  the  church  adopted  a  plan  whereby 
a  committee  was  appointed   "to  contact  the  re- 
lative of  as  many  as  possible  of  the  deceased 
buried  in  Jersey  cemetery  to  solicit  funds  to 
be  used  for  the  perpetual  upkeep  of  said  ceme- 
tery;  that,   providing  a  sufficient  amount  is 
raised  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  church,  the 
church  supplement  the  above  mentioned  funds 
each  year  with  an  amount  necessary  to  cover  the 
expenses  involved  in  the  complete  care  and 
keeping  of  our  buildings  and  grounds." 

Revival  services  were  held  the  week  of 
August  19-26,   1956,  Ben  C.   Fisher  being  guest 
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preacher  and  Justin  Hill  leading  the  singing. 
At  one  of  the  evening  services  Becky  Coppley 
dedicated  her  life  for  special  full  time  Christ- 
ian service.     Several  persons  joined  the  church. 

The  church  expressed  appreciation  to  the 
trustees  for  having  the  pews  finished  with  a 
lighter  color. 

Guy  Swink  was  ordained  a  deacon. 

On  September  23  the  pastor,   Robert  S.  Har- 
rell,  presented  his  resignation,   effective  the 
last  Sunday  in  October.     His  proved  to  be  a 
short  pastorate  of  about  eighteen  months.  The 
church  adopted  the  following  recommendations  of 
the  deacons:     "1.     That  we  accept  with  regret 
the  resignation  of  our  pastor,  Rev.  Robert  S. 
Harrell.     2.     That  someone  from  the  church  be 
elected  to  have  charge  of  the  Wednesday  night 
services.     3.     That  the  church  pay  the  car 
expenses  of  the  pulpit  committee  when  securing 
a  pastor.     4.     That  when  the  pulpit  committee 
that  will  be  elected  believes  they  have  found 
the  man  God  wants  us  to  have  as  our  pastor, 
his  name  be  presented  to  the  church  as  an  only 
candidate  to  be  voted  upon,   any  candidate  must 
be  favored  with  seventy-five  per  cent  or  more 
of  those  voting  before  he  is  called  as  pastor. 
5.     That  special  conference  be  called  at  any 
time  the  deacons  or  pulpit  committee  deem  it 
necessary  until  we  get  a  regular  pastor.  6. 
That  a  pulpit  committee  composed  of  five  mem- 
bers be  elected,  this  committee  to  be  respons- 
ible for  supplying  the  pulpit  while  we  are 
without  a  pastor  as  well  as  locating  a  pastor. 
Amendment  to  this  motion  was  that  two  members 
of  the  pulpit  committee  be  ladies." 

Robert  Cook  was  made  responsible  for 
Wednesday  night  services.     The  members  of  the 
pulpit  committee  were:     Van  Lookabill,  Miss  Nan 
Smith,  Charles  Penninger,  Mrs.   Robert  Cook  and 
Franklin  Burris.     The  question  was  presented  as 
to  whether  the  church  wanted  another  minister 
who  would  continue  the  same  type  of  program  as 
had  been  sponsored  by  Pastor  Harrell.  There 
was  an  unanimous  standing  vote  for  continuation 
of  the  same  type  of  program.     The  church  decided 
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to  dispense  with  evening  worship  services  until 
a  new  pastor  could  be  secured. 

When  the  pastor  was  ready  to  leave,   an  at- 
mosphere of  generosity  and  appreciation  prevailed. 
The  Liberty  Baptist  Pastor's  Conference  sent 
Resolutions  of  Appreciation  for  the  pastor's 
"devotion  to  the  Kingdom  of  God  and  to  the  Bap- 
tist denomination,   for  his  warm  Christian  spirit, 
for  his  outstanding  leadership  as  a  pastor  and 
as  an  Associational  officer,   and  for  his  excel- 
lent sense  of  cooperation  with  his  fellow  pas- 
tors and  with  other  religious  groups".  Robert 
Harrell  and  his  wife  presented  a  letter  of 
appreciation  to  the  church.     The  church  clerk 
was  instructed  to  write  a  letter  of  recommenda- 
tion to  the  Crozet  Baptist  Church,   at  Crozet, 
Virginia,  the  new  field  of  service  for  the 
Harrells . 

During  the  short  pastorate,   seeds  were 
sown  concerning  the  type  of  program  needed  at 
Jersey  Baptist  Church,  which  resulted  in  creative 
thought  and  positive  action  which  would  benefit 
the  church  in  its  future  development. 

Drawings  of  a  proposed  baptistry  were 
placed  in  the  front  of  the  sanctuary  and  the 
people  were  invited  to  examine  them  and  express 
their  opinion. 

On  December  16  the  church  voted  unanimously 
to  call  the  Reverend  Roy  J.   Smith,   pastor  of 
Union  Hope  Baptist  Church  near  Zebulon,   to  be- 
come pastor  of  Jersey  Baptist  Church.     The  call 
was  accepted  and  the  church  made  preparations 
to  move  him  into  the  pastor's  home.     The  church 
agreed  to  pay  expenses  of  moving  and  requested 
the  new  pastor  to  arrange  for  this. 

Persons  joining  the  church  in  19S6  were: 
Grace  Palmer  and  Mrs.    Raymond  Lemley  by  letter. 
The  following  were  baptized:     Mary  Clodfelter, 
Betty  Clodfelter,   Jack  Carter,  Clyde  Jarvis, 
Mrs.   E.   C.   Jarvis,  Mrs.    Leroy  Lemley  and  Clyde 
Cooper.     Grover  A.  Palmer  joined  a  Lutheran 
Church  in  Spencer.     Mrs.   H.   F.   Baney  and  Mary 
Louise  Baney  were  granted  letters  to  join  the 
First  Baptist  Church   in  Lexington. 

The  church  began  the  year  1957  by  welcoming 
its  new  pastor  and  his  family,   adopting  plans 
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for  a  baptistry  as  drawn  by  Mr.   Hartledge,  an 
architect,   and  by  accepting  a  gift  of  a  new  organ. 

The  following  letter  was  presented  and  the 
church  voted  unanimously  to  accept  its  offer: 

"December  29,   1956.     Dear  Church  Members, 
The  family  of  Mrs.   J.  M.   Smith  would  like  to 
present  to  the  church  an  organ,   to  be  given  in 
memory  of  Mother  and  our  brother  Irvin .  We 
want  to  give  it  to  the  church  a  finished  job, 
having  it  completed  when  the  baptistry  is  in- 
stalled.    We  hope  to  get  it  installed  within  the 
next  two  years  if  the  church  sees  fit  to  put 
the  baptistry  in  within  that  time.     Your  bro- 
thers and  sisters  in  Christ,   Reid,  Forrest, 
Nannie,  Claude  and  Paul,  Raymond,   Fred,  Frank, 
Voida ,   Lena . " 

A  letter  of  appreciation  was  sent  to  the 
Smith  family.     The  people  became  enthusiastic 
about  the  prospects  of  an  electric  organ  and 
a  baptistry  inside  their  sanctuary.     They  were 
also  enthusiastic  about  their  new  pastor. 

As  early  as  March  plans  were  under  way  for 
revival  services  in  August.     A  favorite  son  in 
the  ministry,  Dr.   Forrest  C.   Feezor  of  Texas, 
was  invited  to  preach  in  August,  with  the 
understanding  that  he  would  bring  a  song  leader 
and  conduct  services  out-of-doors. 

Special  committees  were  elected  to  prepare 
for  the  revival.     Seating:  Frank  Smith,  Chair- 
man, Bryan  Trexler  and  Robert  Knapp,  "these 
three  to  represent  the  three  men's  Sunday  school 
classes,   the  members  of  these  classes  to  assist 
in  securing,  placing  and  returning  seats  and 
chairs."     Publicity:  Mrs.   Robert  Cook,  chairman, 
Rev.  Roy  Smith  and  Miss  Helen  Tate.  Parking: 
Gilmer  Sprinkle,   chairman,  Raymond  Smith, 
Clifford  Hill,  Ralph  Poole,  Paul  Walser,  Leroy 
Lemley,   Bill  Rummage  and  Roy  Smith.  Lighting: 
H.   B.   Sharpe,   chairman,  Charlie  Yow  and  Van 
Lookabill.  Ushers ( seating  and  offering):  regu- 
lar church  ushers. 

The  church  authorized  the  pastor,  superin- 
tendent and  assistant  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday  school  to  make  plans  for  an  annual 
Vacation  Bible  School. 
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The  deacons  recommended  that  a  Men's 
Brotherhood  be  organized.     Action  was  taken  and 
for  the  first  time  Jersey  Baptist  Church  had  an 
organization  of  its  men  to  give  special  emphasis 
to  missions,   evangelism  and  church  development 
which  would  parallel  the  effective  work  of 
Woman's  Missionary  Union.     Only  one  week  later 
the  church  voted  to  make  a  special  offering  on 
Father's  Day  in  June  for  the  benefit  of  the  seven 
colleges  sponsored  by  the  Baptist  State  Conven- 
tion of  North  Carolina.     Jersey  Baptist  Church 
was  growing  more  conscious  of  its  responsibility 
for  extending  its  influence  out  into  the  larger 
world  of  Christian  endeavor  in  America  and  the 
rest  of  the  world. 

This  broadening  sense  of  responsibility 
expressed  itself  in  many  ways.     In  July  the 
deacons  recommended  that  the  church  increase 
protection  on  its  investment  by  changing  present 
fire  insurance  coverage  from  $15,000.00  to 
$75,000.00.     There  was  no  hesitancy  on  the  part 
of  the  church  about  adopting  the  recommendation. 
The  associational  missionary  was  leaving  for 
another  field  of  service,   and  Jersey  Church 
decided  to  contribute  $15.00  to  be  used  along 
with  the  contributions  of  other  churches  for  a 
love  gift  for  Rev.  Van  Carroll  at  the  time  of 
his  departure. 

John  Penninger,   Jr.  was  elected  to  serve 
the  unexpired  term  of  Forrest  Carter  as  deacon; 
and  Ralph  Poole  and  Robert  Cook  were  elected  to 
replace  Bryan  Trexler  and  Robert  Knapp  according 
to  the  regular  plan  of  rotation  of  deacons. 

Attendance  was  good  at  revival  services  in 
August.     In  order  to  accomodate  the  large  crowds 
who  came,   services  were  held  out  of  doors.  Dr. 
Forrest  C.   Feezor  made  strong  appeals  for  both 
conversion  and  dedication  of  Christians  to  full 
time  Christian  service  in  the  homeland  or  on 
world  mission  fields.     Five  persons  dedicated 
themselves  for  special  Christian  service: 
Bobby  Lyon,  Doris  Penninger,  Patty  Smith,  Ellen 
Yarborough  and  Dorann  Lookabill.     Since  the  bap- 
tistry had  not  yet  been  installed  at  Jersey 
Church,  baptismal  services  were  held  at  Center 
Hill  Baptist  Church  on  Sunday  afternoon, 
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September  1.     The  following  were  baptized: 
Patsy  Tate,  Nancy  Coppley,  Connie  Sprinkle,  Kay 
Smith,   Nina  Kayser,  Gloria  Flynn,   Eddie  Lyon, 
Larry  Flynn,   Larry  Sprinkle,  Bonnie  Barnes, 
Patsy  Coppley,  Hobart  Yarborough,  Rachel  Coppley, 
Hilda  Dunning,  Helen  Dunning,  Mrs.   Darrell  Pope, 
Mrs.  Vernon  Owens  and  Gene  Fritts.     Five  of  these 
had  made  profession  of  faith  earlier  in  the  year, 
and  the  others  did     so  during  the  revival.  Many 
visitors  came  for  revival  services  and  two  per- 
sons made  profession  of  faith  but  expressed  a 
desire  to  join  another  church.     The  influence 
of  this  prominent  son  of  Jersey  Church  was  still 
strong  and  clear. 

The  church  had  adopted  a  policy  of  paying 
three  local  persons  for  their  services:  the 
treasurer  $50.00,   the  financial  secretary  $50.00, 
and  the  sexton  $300.00.     Guy  Swink,  financial 
secretary,   requested  that  the  honorarium  set  up 
in  the  budget  for  him  be  transferred  to  the 
baptistry  fund.     His  request  was  granted. 
Earlier  the  treasurer  had  requested  that  his 
honorarium  be  discontinued.     The  church  decided 
"to  allocate  $1,000.00  surplus  from  the  general 
fund  to  the  baptistry  fund." 

The  Finance  Committee  recommended  a  budget 
of  $11,338.00  for  1957-58: 
LOCAL 

Pastor's  salary  $4,000.00 
Pastor's  car  expense  680.00 
Sexton's  salary  360.00 
Honorarium  for  Financial 

Secretary  50.00 
Pastor's  retirement  200.00 
Convention  expenses  150.00 
Pulpit  supply  35.00 
Vacation  Bible  School  25.00 
Youth  Fellowship  35.00 
Literature  650.00 
Office  supplies,  printing,  etc.  100.00 
Bulletins  ^  82.00 

Revival : 

Speaker  100.00 
Pastor  35.00 
Music  10.00 
Lights  and  fuel  350.00 
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Baptistry  fund 

500. 

00 

Printing  of  the  history  of 
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250. 

00 

Miscellaneous 

400. 

00 

Total 

$8,668. 

00 

MISSIONS,   EDUCATION  AND  BENEVOLENCES 

Cooperative  Program 

$2,000. 

00 

Association  expenses 

200. 

00 

Orphanage 

100. 

00 

Homes  for  the  Aging 

50. 

00 

Baptist  Hospital 

50. 

00 

Community  Charities 

150. 

00 

American  Bible  Society 

20. 

00 

Caswell  Baptist  Assembly 

100. 

00 

Total 

$2,670.00 

Total  $11,338.00 

The  Finance  Committee  distributed  mimeo- 
graphed copies  of  the  proposed  budget,  with  the 
following  explanation,   so  that  the  people  might 
study  and  discuss  it  before  taking  action: 

"Changes  for  the  most  part,   in  the  '57-'58 
budget  are  as  follows: 

"a.     The  sexton's  salary  is  increased  from 
$25.00  per  month  to  $30.00  per  month  to  take 
care  of  additional  cleaning  in  the  nurseries. 

"b.     The  treasurer  requested  there  be  no 
honorarium  designated  for  him. 

"c.     Pastor's  car  expenses  increased  from 
$420.00  per  year  to  $680.00  per  year. 

"d.     Convention  expenses  increased  from 
$100.00  to  $150.00. 

"e.     Allocations  for  Sunday  School  General 
and  Training  Union  General  have  been  incorporated 
in  miscellaneous. 

"f .     The  designation  for  song  leader,  under 
Revival   ($100.00)   is  eliminated. 

"g.     Insurance  is  increased  from  $110.00 
to  $375.00,  which  is  the  maximum  we  can  obtain 
in  keeping  with  action  of  the  church. 

"h.     Two  new  items  are  included  in  the  bud- 
get : 
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(1)  The  American  Bible  Society,   an  inter- 
denominational publishing  house 
dedicated  to  the  distribution  of 
Scripture  at  cost,  $20.00. 

(2)  To  Caswell  Baptist  Assembly,   a  State 
Convention  Retreat  in  dire  need  of 
renovation  and  repairs,  $100.00. 

If  the  proposed  budget  is  adopted  by  the 
church,   and  if  these  funds  are  raised,   the  weekly 
offering  must  average  $218.14.     This  is  the 
tithe  of  fifty-four  people  earning  $40.00  per 
week .  " 

The  budget  was  approved  with  the  under- 
standing that  each  member  would  be  urged  to  give 
generously  every  week  and  that  only  four  special 
offerings  would  be  made  during  the  church  year, 
these  being  for  the  Homes  for  the  Aging,  Baptist 
Hospital,  Children's  Homes  and   "Christmas  Treat." 

"Christmas  Treat"  has  always  been  a  vital 
part  of  life  for  the  children  and  their  parents 
at  Jersey  Church.     Each  year  at  Christmas  time 
the  people  assemble  and  have  a  Christmas  program 
featuring  the  children.     Then  the  church  gives 
fruit  and  candy  to  each  Sunday  School  member. 
A  Christmas   (evergreen)   tree  is  appropriately 
decorated . 

The  practice  of  tithing  received  a  strong 
emphasis  in  1957.   Each  church  member  was  en- 
couraged to  give  at  least  ten  per  cent  of  his 
income  to  the  Lord's  work  through  the  treasury 
of  his  church.     On  Sunday  morning,   September  22, 
the  church  was  called  into  special  conference, 
at  which  time  the  deacons  recommended  that  Jersey 
Church  participate  in  the  "North  Carolina  Tithers 
'Prove  Me'  Program."     The  church  accepted  the 
recommendation.     At  the  time  the  Baptist  State 
Convention  was  promoting  tithing  as  a  plan  of 
giving . 

The  young  organization,  Men's  Brotherhood, 
was  building  up  strength.     The  church  decided 
to  recognize  as  charter  members  all  men  who  were 
present  at  the  original  meeting  and  any  new 
persons  attending  on  October  1,   1957.  Shortly 
afterwards  Family  Night  was  designated  for  one 
Wednesday  night  each  month.     The  program  would 
consist  of  fellowship  at  a  covered  dish  supper 
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followed  by  meetings  of  each  group  of  the  Bro- 
therhood, Woman's  Missionary  Union  and  their 
auxiliary  organizations  for  young  people. 

Several  trees  on  the  church  grounds  were 
beyond  their  years  of  usefulness  due  to  age  and 
dead  branches.     R.   A.   Tate  was  authorized  to  cut 
and  remove  them  and  use  the  wood.     A  leak  was 
discovered  in  the  roof  over  the  hall  which  joined 
the  sanctuary  and  the  annex.     The  trustees  were 
instructed  to  have  the  roof  repaired  as  soon  as 
pos  sible . 

Phyllis  Penninger  dedicated  her  life  for 
special  Christian  service. 

Persons  who  joined  the  church,   other  than 
those  baptized  following  the  revival  services, 
were:     Hubert  Myers  upon  profession  of  faith; 
Rev.   Roy  J.   Smith,  Mrs.   Roy  J.   Smith,  Mrs.   R.  C. 
Lookabill,   Dorann  Lookabill,  Carroll  Gray  Smith, 
Bob  Motsinger,  Mrs.   R.   V.   Rickard,  Ulus  Hunt, 
Mrs.  Ulus  Hunt,  Charles  Bradley  and  Mrs.  Charles 
Bradley  were  received  by  letter.     Letters  of  dis- 
mission were  granted   "to  Mr.   J.   David  Palmer  who 
has  joined  Tyro  Methodist  Church,"     Grover  C. 
Palmer,   Grace  Palmer,   Forrest  Carter,  Mrs. 
Forrest  Carter,  Ned  Carter,  Jack  Carter,  Willie 
Owen,  Rev.   Robert  Harrell  and  Mrs.  Robert  Harrell. 

Early  in  1958  the  Young  Adult  Training 
Union  sponsored  a  library  fund  for  the  church, 
and  Mrs.  Roy  J.  Smith,  the  pastor's  wife  was 
elected  librarian.     The  treasurer  reported  "that 
the  debt  on  the  pastorium  was  paid  in  full  with 
$18.71  left  in  the  building  fund.     Upon  recom- 
mendation by  the  Finance  Committee  the  church 
voted  to  use  the  $18.71  for  painting  at  the 
pastorium."     By  that  time  the  church  had 
$2,500.00  in  the  fund  for  a  baptistry. 

At  the  close  of  church  conference  on  March  9 
"the  note,   on  which  money  was  borrowed  for 
building  the  pastorium,  was  burned".     The  pas- 
tor read  appropriate  scripture  verses  and  made 
a  few  comments.     Then,  with  J.   G.  Coppley, 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Deacons,   J.   N.  Penninger, 
Jr.,  Chairman  of  the  Building  Committee,  R.  F. 
Barnes,  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,   H.  B. 
Sharpe,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  stand- 
ing beside  him,  the  pastor  led  the  people  in 
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burning  the  note.     As  soon  as  the  paper  was 
burned  Into  ashes  J.   G.   Coppley  led  in  a  prayer 
of  dedication  and  pronounced  the  benediction. 
The  people  of  Jersey  Church  had  constructed  and 
paid  for  a  beautiful,  modern  brick  house  for  the 
pastor's  family,   and  they  dedicated  it  to  God 
in  the  manner  described  above.     The  Negrin  Cir- 
cle of  the  W.   M.U.   sponsored  open  house  at  the 
pastorium  on  the  fourth  Sunday  in  May. 

In  March  "R.   L.   Palmer,   executor  for  the 
Nealey  Long  Jones  estate,   presented  to  the  church 
a  check  for  $3,000.00  from  the  estate  to  be  used 
in  any  way  the  church  sees  fit.     The  check  was 
accepted  by  R.   A.   Tate,   a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees.     Mr.   Palmer  stated  that  this  check 
was  from  the  insurance  and  that  the  sale  of  the 
property  would  be  held  March  22."     The  land  was 
sold  for  $4,700.00  to  Fred  C.   Clodfelter,  and 
it  was  understood  that  upon  final  settlement  of 
the  estate  the  money  would  be  presented  to  the 
church.     It  was  discovered  that  about  one  acre 
of  the  land  was  covered  by  two  deeds,   and  it 
was  necessary  for  the  church  to  defend  the  title 
to  the  property. 

The  fourth  Sunday  in  each  month  was  set 
aside  as  a  time  for  an  offering  for  the  Build- 
ing Fund,   the  money  to  be  used  where  needed. 
Plans  were  made  to  complete  a  half-bath  in  the 
parsonage  before  time  for  the  annual  revival 
meeting.     It  was  necessary  to  repair  some  win- 
dows in  the  nursery  and  make  repairs  in  the 
Sunday  School  rooms.     The  proper  committee  was 
authorized  to  make  minor  changes  necessary  to 
install  the  baptistry. 

Plans  were  made  to  use  bulletins  with  a 
picture  of  the  church  on  the  front  and  a  list 
of  church  officers  printed  on  the  back. 

The  pastor  announced  that  a  contract  had 
been  let  for  construction  of  a  baptistry  in  the 
sanctuary.     Work  would  begin  and  should  be 
completed  in  five  or  six  months.     It  was  neces- 
sary to  move  carpet  and  furniture  out  of  the 
way  of  the  workmen.     Mrs.   S.  A.   Sharpe  before 
her  death  had  expressed  a  desire  to  place  an 
appropriate  painting  on  the  wall  at  the  back 
side  of  the  baptistry  in  loving  memory  of  her 
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husband.     The  children  of  Mr.   and  Mrs.  Sharpe 
were  granted  permission  to  donate  such  a  picture 
in  memory  of  their  mother  and  father,   and  the 
church  voted  to  thank  them.     Upon  completion, 
the  baptistry  would  be  much  more  complete  with 
such  a  picture. 

It  occurred  to  the  deacons  that  it  would 
be  helpful  if  an  electric  water  cooler  could 
be  installed  in  a  hall  while  the  workmen  pre- 
pared the  baptistry.  Their  recommendation  to 
this  effect  was  adopted. 

The  Liberty  Baptist  Association  decided  to 
promote  revivals  in  all  of  the  churches  in  April 
of  1959.     Jersey  Baptist  Church  agreed  to  cooper- 
ate.    A  budget  was  adopted  for  the  church  year 
1958-59:     $9,315.00  for  local  expenses  and 
$2,870.00  for  missions,   education  and  benevo- 
lences.    The  amount  for  travel  expenses  of  the 
pastor  was  increased  from  $680.00  to  $1200.00. 
The  church  had  enough  money  to  complete  work  on 
the  baptistry,   so  that  fund  was  discontinued  as 
a  part  of  the  budget.     The  amount  of  money  for 
upkeep  of  grounds  was  increased  from  $150.00  to 
$500.00  "to  enable  the  church  to  keep  the  ceme- 
tery and  grounds  clean  and  trim".     The  "Christ- 
mas Treat"  offering  was  discontinued,   it  being 
understood  that  necessary  funds  for  the  treat 
would  come  from  miscellaneous  funds  and  that 
the  church  would  substitute  "Lottie  Moon  Christ- 
mas Offering  for  Foreign  Missions". 

The  W.   L.  Smith  family  requested  the  privi- 
lege of  placing  a  piano  in  the  church  in  honor 
of  Mrs.   Smith  and  in  memory  of  the  late  Mr. 
Smith,  the  gift  to  be  presented  upon  completion 
of  the  renovation  of  the  church.     The  church 
accepted  the  gift  and  expressed  appreciation. 
Mr.   R.   L-  Palmer  reported  that  the  Nealey  Long 
Jones  estate  had  been  settled  and  that  a  total 
of  $6,726.12  had  been  given  to  Jersey  Baptist 
Church . 

Delos  Lyon  and  Paul  Walser  were  ordained 
deacons.     Pastor  Roy  J.  Smith  spoke  words  of 
appreciation  for  the  two  persons  who  were  ro- 
tated off  the  Board  of  Deacons,  John  Penninger, 
Jr.,   and  Frank  Coppley.     Then  he  read  a  passage 
from  the  Bible,   Acts  6:1-7,   and  preached  a  sermon 
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about  deacons.     While  the  two  men  who  were  being 
ordained  knelt  at  the  front  of  the  sanctuary, 
the  pastor  and  all  ordained  deacons  present 
walked  past  them  and  each  paused  briefly  and 
laid  his  hands  on  the  head  of  each  deacon.  At 
the  conclusion  of   "the  laying  on  of  hands'"  Frank 
Smith  led  the  closing  prayer. 

R.  L.   Palmer  announced  that  the  children 
of  the  late  Mr.   and  Mrs.   J.  D.  Palmer  would  like 
to  present  new  pulpit  furniture  in  memory  of 
their  parents.     The  gift  was  accepted  with  an 
appropriate  expression  of  thanks  from  the  church. 
Mr.   and  Mrs.   John  G.   Coppley  and  Becky  presented 
folding  chairs  for  use  by  the  two  choirs,  and 
the  church  expressed  thanks. 

A  special  dedication  service  was  held  on 
October  12,  which  was  a  joyous  occasion  for  the 
people  at  Jersey  Church.     The  renovated  sanc- 
tuary, with  a  baptistry,  and  the  new  furnishings 
which  had  been  presented  by  different  families 
brought  both  a  sense  of  achievement  and  memories 
of  the  struggles  of  the  congregation  across  many 
years . 

Jersey  Church  had  been  slow  to  adopt  new 
methods  in  Sunday  School  work.     Gradually  the 
classes  had  been  arranged  into  proper  age  groups. 
Not  until  1958  did  the  church  agree  to  permit 
the  Sunday  School  to  adopt  "the  six  point  record 
system. " 

Leaders  decided  that  the  Liberty  Baptist 
Association  should  purchase  a  house  for  its 
associational  missionary  to  use  as  his  residence. 
A  movement  was  begun  to  get  each  church  in  the 
Association  to  contribute  $1.00  per  resident 
member  as  a  means  of  paying  for  this.  Jersey 
Church  agreed  to  contribute  its  share  and  made 
a  special  offering. 

The  sextonTs  salary  was  increased  $5.00  per 
baptismal  service  because  of  extra  work  involved. 
In  December  the  church  requested  Pastor  Roy  J. 
Smith  to  conduct  revival  services  beginning 
April  12,   1959,  when  the  churches  throughout 
the  area  would  be  engaged  in  a  simultaneous 
evangelistic  campaign.     It  became  necessary  to 
divide  the  Primary  Department  in  Sunday  School, 
and  a  partition  was  installed  to  make  two  rooms 
out  of  one. 
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The  following  persons  were  received  upon 
profession  of  faith  in  1958:     Lindsay  Kennedy, 
Rodney  Trexler,  Robert  Sharpe,   Dawn  Hill,  John 
Smith,  Sue  Hill,  Paul  Jones  and  Paula  Poole. 
Letters  of  dismissal  were  granted  to  Franklin 
Burris,   Dan  Sharpe,  Mrs.   Dan  Sharpe,  Mrs.  Hazel 
Eudy  Mowery  and  Mrs.   J.   T.  Barnes. 

Early  in  1959  the  church  purchased  a  trac- 
tor and  a  mower  to  be  used  in  the  upkeep  of  the 
grounds  and  cemetery.     Then  it  was  necessary  to 
employ  a  man  to  serve  as  "caretaker  of  the  pre- 
mises".    It  became  necessary  to  make  some  more 
changes  in  the  Sunday  School  building,  installing 
a  folding  door  at  the  bottom  of  a  stairway  to 
separate  two  assembly  rooms. 

The  pastor  and  his  wife  were  requested  to 
represent  the  church  at  a  special  meeting  of  the 
Baptist  State  Convention  in  Raleigh  on  May  5 
and  6.     A  special  Planning  Committee  was  appoint- 
ed  "to  study  the  facilities  of  the  church  and 
to  present  any  recommendations". 

The  pastor  announced  that  he  would  attend 
the  meetings  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
the  week  of  May  17.     The  church  decided  to  in- 
vite E.  H.   Fritts  and  the  Davidson  County  Chorus 
"to  sing  in  lieu  of  the  regular  evening  worship 
services  on  this  date." 

Harold  Tate  and  Van  Lookabill  were  elected 
deacons.     Dr.   E.   L.   Spivey  preached  in  a  revival 
meeting  in  August.     Bonnie  Barnes  dedicated  her 
life  for  some  special  Christian  service.  There 
were  several  additions  to  the  membership. 
Several  weeks  later  the  church  voted  to  change 
the  date  for  the  annual  revival  meeting  from 
August  to  the  spring.     Mrs.  Margaret  Smith 
Alexander  was  granted  permission  to  use  the 
church  records  in  preparing  a  thesis  for  a 
graduate  degree. 

Changes  were  made  in  the  personnel  of  the 
permanent  planning  committee  of  Jersey  Baptist 
Church.     The  new  committee  consisted  of  Harold 
Tate,   Robert  Cook,  Mrs.   Robert  Knapp,  Charles 
Penninger,  Van  Lookabill,  H.  Banks  Sharpe, 
Delos  Lyon,  Ralph  Poole,  Guy  Swink,  Paul  Walser, 
Mrs.   Robert  Cook,  Mrs.   Frank  Smith,  Mrs.   J.  N. 
Penninger,   Jr.,  Mrs.  Otis  Hill,   John  Coppley, 
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R.   A.   Tate,   Nan  Smith  and  L.  V-  Grubb .  The 
church  sought  help  in  its  planning  for  the  future 
by  purchasing  planning  materials  from  the  Church 
Development  Department  of  the  Baptist  State  Con- 
vention of  North  Carolina.     The  pastor  and  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  began  working  toward  a 
better  church  program  by  planning  for  a  careful 
survey  of  the  church  and  its  community.  Rev. 
Ted  Williams  was  to  be  director  for  the  survey. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Church  Development  Depart- 
ment, Ernest  C.  Upchurch  of  Raleigh,  gave  general 
supervision.     This  was  to  be  the  first  systema- 
tic study  of  the  basic  resources  and  needs  of 
Jersey  Church  in  its  two  hundred  and  five  years 
of  ministry. 

Questions  were  raised  about  the  church 
sending  flowers  to  families  in  cases  of  death. 
It  was  agreed  that  the  church  should  send  flowers 
in  case  of  death  in  the  immediate  family  of  one 
who  was  a  member  of  the  church  or  Sunday  School. 
Immediate  family  was  defined  as  father,  mother, 
brother,   sister  or  children. 

Fire  destroyed  the  home  of  Mrs.  Dora  Kinney. 
The  church  made  a  special  offering  for  her  bene- 
fit on  December  20.     Many  families  in  the  church 
gave  Mrs.  Kinney  household  articles  and  clothing. 

Persons  who  were  received  into  the  member- 
ship during  1959  upon  profession  of  faith  were: 
Diane  Kinney,  Judy  Barnes,   June  Rickard,  Linda 
Kinney,  Mrs.   Sylvan  Kennedy,  Mrs.  Willie  Reid, 
Mrs.   R.   V.  Rickard,  Mrs.   Jesse  Hill,   Sammy  Hicks, 
Jimmy  Hill,  Taylor  Humphries,  George  Beeker, 
Ronnie  Brown,  Madison  Foltz,  Nancy  Poole,  Linda 
Simpson,   Dick  Palmer,  Mrs.   Pete  Hill,  Mrs.  Sue 
Johnson,  Mrs.  George  Beeker,  Barbara  Rummage, 
Mrs.  W.   E.  Woodall,  Tommy  Eller,  W.   E.  Woodall 
and  Claudia  Yvonne  Woodall.     Mrs.  Ray  Eller  and 
Mrs.  Carl  Lemley  came  from  churches  of  another 
faith.     Mrs.  Ruth  Gregory,  Jack  Hancock,  Mrs. 
Jack  Hancock,  Miriam  Hancock,  Benny  Porter,  Mrs. 
Benny  Porter  and  L.  V.  Grubb  were  received  by 
letter.     Jimmy  Burris  was  granted  a  letter,  and 
"a  letter  of  dismissal  was  granted  for  Clyde 
Jarvis  to  join  the  Hedrick's  Grove  Evangelical 
and  Reformed  Church." 
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A  PLACE  IN  THE  WORLD 

During  more  than  two  hundred  years  Jersey 
Baptist  Church  had  sent  her  sons  and  daughters 
out  into  the  larger  world  to  make  their  contri- 
bution.    George  Hunt  of  Reidsville,  North 
Carolina,  was  one  of  them.     George  Hunt  had  been 
responsible  for  installing  the  first  electric 
lights  in  the  Jersey  Baptist  Church  building. 
Later  he  painted  the  roof  of  the  sanctuary. 

On  February  20,   1960,  Charles  Penninger, 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Deacons,  read  a  copy  of 
resolutions  of  respect  for  George  Hunt,  deceased. 
The  resolutions  were  sent  from  the  Baraca  Class 
of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Reidsville.  The 
church  ordered  that  a  copy  of  these  be  attached 
to  the  minutes  of  the  church.     Though  George 
Hunt  had  lived  away  from  Jersey  Settlement  many 
years,  he  continued  to  love  his  old  home  church 
and  its  people. 

The  following  statement  from  the  resolution 
will  illustrate  how  the  saints  and  sinners  from 
Jersey  Settlement  have  gone  out  into  communities 
elsewhere  to  make  a  Christian  impact  upon  life: 

"Whereas,  George  Hunt  spent  above  thirty 
years  of  his  life  in  Reidsville,  North  Carolina, 
and  has  long  been  intimately  known  by  a  very 
large  number  of  the  people  of  the  community; 
and 

"Whereas,   throughout  all  these  years  he  has 
been  a  highly  useful  citizen  and  benefactor  in 
many  worthy  causes;  his  generosity  both  to  in- 
dividuals in  need  and  to  worthy  organizations 
evidenced  complete  unselfishness  and  highest 
regard  for  the  welfare  of  others... 

"Therefore,  be  it  Resolved...  that  we  note 
and  cherish  the  knowledge  of  his  high  integrity 
and  his  inspiring  example  of  true  manhood..." 

George  Hunt  grew  into  his  spiritual  and 
moral  stature  while  participating  in  worship 
services,  Sunday  School,  youth  activities, 
study  courses,   Christmas  tree  parties,  funerals, 
weddings  and  revivals  at  Jersey  Baptist  Church. 
Such  activities  became  routine,   often  dull  and 
uninteresting  for  George  and  others.     It  was 
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such  a  normal,  natural  process  of  spiritual 
growth  that  George  Hunt  did  not  realize  at  the 
time  what  was  happening  inside  his  soul.  His 
mind  was  awakened  and  his  soul  was  nourished 
by  the  grace  of  God  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  at 
Jersey  Church. 

By  the  year  1960  there  was  a  spirit  of  con- 
fident expectation  of  greater  accomplishments 
ahead  at  Jersey  Church.     A  competent  young  pas- 
tor served  his  people  well. 

Mrs.  W.   L.   Smith,   Sr.,  was  granted  permis- 
sion to  plant  pecan  trees  in  the  church  yard  in 
memory  of  W.   L.   Smith.     The  church  set  a  goal 
of  $150.00  for  the  Mother's  Day  offering  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Baptist  Hospital  in  Winston  Salem. 
Rev.  Colon  Jackson  preached  in  a  revival  meeting. 
Vacation  Bible  School  enrollment  reached  one 
hundred  and  twenty-nine,  the  largest  ever  record- 
ed.    At  Bible  School  an  offering  amounting  to 
$41.11  was  received  and  sent  to  Mrs.  Bessie 
Negrin,  missionary  to  Spanish-speaking  people 
in  Florida.     Plans  were  made  to  do  away  with  an 
old  wooden  storage  house.     A  cement  block 
building  was  constructed  to  take  its  place. 

Madison  Foltz  and  Robert  Knapp  were  elected 
deacons.     A  planning  committee  recommended  that 
the  church  construct  a  two  story  educational 
building  seventy-two  feet  long  by  forty  feet 
wide.     A  mercury  night  light  was  installed  in 
front  of  the  church  house. 

In  1960  Caleb  Sharpe  was  received  into  the 
church  membership  by  statement  of  faith.  Rondall 
Everhart  came  from  a  Methodist  church  and  was 
baptized.     Wallace  Glenn,  David  A.   Smith  and  Mrs. 
Margaret  Swaim  Smith  joined  by  letter.  Mrs. 
Wallace  Glenn,  Mrs.   Jimmy  Eller,   Larry  Eller, 
Lester  Floyd,  Nelson  Penninger,  Kay  Woodall, 
Bonnie  Eller  and  Ricky  Woodall  presented  them- 
selves upon  profession  of  faith  and  were  bap- 
tized.    Letters  of  dismissal  were  granted  for 
Mrs.   J.  T.   Barnes,  Mrs.   Bryce  Starr,   Howard  Owen, 
Mrs.  Howard  Owen,   Luther  Hayman  Kennedy,  Ottis 
Coppley,  Mrs.   Johnny  Varner,  Rebecca  Coppley, 
Sylvan  Kennedy,  Mrs.   Sylvan  Kennedy,  Lindsay 
Kennedy,  Mrs.  R.  V.   Rickard  and  June  Rickard. 
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On  January  23,   1961,   the  chairman  reported 
that  the  Building  Committee  had  met  with  "two 
architects  and  one  building  contractor  and 
studied  the  drawings  of  the  proposed  educational 
unit  approved  by  the  church  on  September  11, 
1960.     This  building  of  outside  brick  and  block 
construction  would  be  fireproof,  would  have 
steel  trusses,   and  could  be  constructed  for 
approximately  $45 , 000 . 00 . "     It  was  suggested 
that  the  report  be  considered  until  February. 
Three  thousand  dollars  of  the  money  received 
from  the  Nealey  Jones  estate  was  transferred  to 
the  building  fund. 

In  February  the  Building  Committee  recom- 
mended that  "it  be  instructed  to  proceed  as 
rapidly  as  possible  to  construct  this  build- 
ing."    Some  of  the  people  were  not  ready  to 
accept  the  proposition.     There  were  many  un- 
answered questions,   they  said.     It  appeared  to 
them  that  $45,000.00  was  too  much  money  to  spend 
since  most  of  it  would  be  borrowed. 

A  lively  discussion  at  church  conference 
brought  forth  several  matters: 

1.  The  preliminary  drawings,  which  were 
prepared  by  the  Department  of  Architure  and 
Building  of  the  Sunday  School  Board  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,   took  into  account 
needs  for  a  larger  sanctuary  to  accomodate 
future  growth. 

2.  The  church  had  only  $3,850.00  in  its 
special  fund  for  building  purposes. 

3.  One  contractor  and  two  architects  had 
been  consulted.     Some  church  members  suggested 
that  other  contractors  and  architects  should  be 
consulted . 

4.  The  type  of  construction  which  the 
committee  proposed  would  include:     twelve  inch 
exterior  walls  of  brick  and  cement  block;  first 
floor  partitions  made  of  cement  blocks,  painted; 
a  concrete  floor  covered  with  asphalt  tile; 
second  floor  partitions  finished  with  wood 
panels;   a  pine  wood  floor  at  that  level,  covered 
with  asphalt  tile;   ceilings  finished  with  twelve 
inch  square  11ceiling  tile;"     structural  steel 
used  wherever  needed;   an  A-type  roof  covered 
with  iron  or  asphalt  roofing;  quality  plumbing 
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materials  used  throughout  the  building;  a  warm 
air  heating  plant  installed;   and  proper  electric 
wiring  and  fixtures  installed. 

The  members  decided  to  table  the  matter  for 
thirty  days.     While  discussing  building  plans 
amongst  themselves,   they  carried  on  the  usual 
activities  of  the  church.     Plans  were  made  for 
an  Easter  worship  service  at  sunrise.  Other 
churches  in  the  community  were  invited  to  parti- 
cipate . 

The  motion  which  had  been  laid  on  the  table 
for  one  month  was  brought  back  before  the  church 
in  March.     The  vote  was  favorable  by  a  majority 
of  one.     It  was  thought  that  it  would  not  be 
best  to  build  until  the  people  could  reach  a 
more  unanimous  agreement.     So  the  church  de- 
cided to  delay  plans  for  construction,  but  did 
elect  a  committee  to  receive  pledges  and  make 
necessary  financial  arrangements  for  a  building 
program . 

At  the  conclusion  of  a  revival  meeting  in 
which  Roger  Williams  preached  the  church  bap- 
tized eight  persons:     Tommy  Koonts,  Vestal  Mot- 
singer,  Nancy  Smith,  Keith  Trexler,  Gail  Coppley, 
Vickie  Coppley,   Gay  Yarborough  and  Kay  Yarborough. 
John  Penninger,   Jr.   and  Pastor  Roy  J.   Smith  were 
elected  messengers  to  a  special  session  of  the 
Baptist  State  Convention  to  be  held  on  May  4. 
Nelson  Penninger  dedicated  his  life  to  full-time 
Christian  service. 

Rural  life  leaders  planned  a  community 
development  tour  at  Jersey  Settlement  in  June. 
The  church  did  all  that  it  could  to  help  make 
the  tour  a  success.     Charlie  Smith  removed  the 
old  wood  shed  from  the  church  grounds.     A  water 
pipe  was  installed  so  that  running  water  would 
be  available  near  the  picnic  table,  where  lunch 
would  be  served. 

In  July  the  church  began  rotating  ushers 
so  that  new  persons  could  be  given  responsibi- 
lity each  year.     On  August  13  a  decision  was 
made  to  schedule  special  offerings  in  the  church 
according  to  the  plan:     Homes  for  the  Aging  in 
February,   Baptist  Hospital  on  Mother's  Day  in 
May,  Children's  Homes  at  Thanksgiving  in  Novem- 
ber,  and  Lottie  Moon  Offering  for  Foreign  Missions 
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in  December.     The  church  adopted  a  budget  of 
$14,902.00  for  1961-62,   of  which  amount  a  total 
of  $4,420.00  was  designated  for  missions  and 
benevolences.     John  G.   Coppley  and  Robert  Copp- 
ley  were  elected  deacons.     Letters  of  dismissal 
were  granted  for  Mr.   and  Mrs.   Jack  Hancock  and 
Miriam  Hancock. 

The  church  was  presented  a  Standard  Sunday 
School  Banner  for  its  efficiency  in  1960.  The 
associational  missionary,   Ted  Williams,  con- 
gratulated the  church  upon  using  well  defined 
standards  to  work  by  and  upon  meeting  the  re- 
quirements for  the  Standard  for  the  third  time 
in  its  long  history.     For  the  first  time  Jersey 
Church  engaged  in  a  Girls'   Auxiliary  Coronation 
Service  at  an  evening  worship  hour,  honoring 
three  young  women  by  crowning  them  Queens  of 
Girls'   Auxiliary:     Patty  Smith,  Patsy  Tate  and 
Phyllis  Penninger.     It  was  announced  that  a 
class  would  be  conducted  for  the  instruction  of 
new  converts,   the  first  class  to  be  held  the 
first  Sunday  night  in  October. 

On  September  24  Robert  Coppley  was  ordained 
a  deacon.     By  the  end     of  the  year  there  were 
several  additions  to  the  membership  of  the  church: 
Rudolph  Koonts,   Jr.,   Jimmy  Koonts ,  William  Thomp- 
son, Mrs.   J.   T.   Barnes,   Rudolph  Koonts,  Mrs. 
Rudolph  Koonts  and  Mrs.   Alice  Hedrick.  Diane 
Kinney  dedicated  her  life  to  special  Christian 
service.     Three  were  granted  letters  of  dismis- 
sal:    Dolan  Taylor  Humphries,  Mrs.   D.   T.  Humph- 
ries and  Mrs.  Kenneth  Miller. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Baptist  State 
Convention  of  North  Carolina  in  Greensboro  in 
November  a  special   "Church  Achievement  Award" 
was  presented  to  Jersey  Church.     In  this  way 
the  Convention,   through  its  Department  of  Church 
Development,   recognized  the  church  for  outstand- 
ing growth  and  development  of  its  potential 
resources.     Pastor  Roy  J.   Smith  received  the 
award.     Later  he  presented  it  to  the  chairman 
of  the  Jersey  Church  Achievement  Committee,  Mrs. 
Robert  Knapp  and  the  other  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee, Mrs.   Frank  Smith,  Mrs.   Otis  Hill,  Miss 
Helen  Tate  and  Mrs.  Robert  Cook.     The  award  was 
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won  as  a  result  of  careful  planning  and  hard 
work  on  the  part  of  the  pastor  and  his  people. 

At  the  time  Jersey  Church  was  engaged  in 
a  long  range  program  of  work.     A  survey  was 
made  the  weeks  of  October  9-22,   1960,  under 
supervision  of  Ted  W.  Williams  of  Lexington, 
representing  the  Department  of  Church  Develop- 
ment of  the  Baptist  State  Convention.     A  summary 
report  showed  that  Jersey  Church  had  two  hundred 
and  sixty-seven  resident  members,   fifty  non- 
resident members,   a  total  of  three  hundred  and 
seventeen  members.     There  were  one  hundred  and 
fifty-seven  prospects  for  membership,   one  hun- 
dred and  two  of  these  not  members  of  any  church, 
twenty-five  unaffiliated  Baptists  and  thirty 
persons  who  were  members  of  churches  of  other 
denominations  but  not  actively  affiliated.  The 
survey  indicated  a  population  of  one  thousand, 
one  hundred  and  fourteen  persons  in  the  community. 
The  potential  membership  for  Jersey  Baptist 
Church  was  four  hundred  and  seventy-four.  The 
people  of  the  community  lived  in  three  hundred 
and  forty-six  homes.     Seventy-four  per  cent  of 
the  families  lived  in  houses  which  they  owned. 
The  families  had  lived  in  the  community  on  an 
average  of  fourteen  years.     There  were  twenty- 
three  vacant  houses  and  six  new  homes  under  con- 
struction . 

The  survey  leader  suggested  specific  goals 
for  developing  Jersey  Baptist  Church.     On  a 
basis  of  the  results  of  the  survey  and  the 
suggestions  received,   the  pastor  and  his  Church 
Council  members  made  a  careful  analysis.  They 
drew  conclusions  and  presented  "A  Five  Year 
Program  of  Work  for  Jersey  Baptist  Church,  1961- 
66."     The  program  was  presented  to  the  church 
in  the  following  form: 

"The  Church  Council  feels  that  the  way  to 
build  and  maintain  a  vigorous  church  is  to  keep 
before  us  for  the  next  five  years  some  definite 
goals  to  work  toward  each  year.     We  ask  you  to 
carefully  and  prayerfully  consider  this  pro- 
posed program  of  work  and  come  prepared  at  our 
next  church  conference  to  take  action  upon  it." 

The  church  voted  to  adopt  the  following 
plan  of  work: 
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"I.     Some  Goals  for  Developing  Our  Organizations. 

"1.     The  church  appoint  a  committee  to  for- 
mulate a  constitution  and  by-laws  to  be  presented 
to  the  church  for  adoption. 

"2.     Organize  additional  choirs:     a.  Junior 
Choir  in  1962.     b.     Primary  choir  in  1963.  c. 
Men's  Chorus  in  1964. 

"3.     Enlist  each  member  in  worship. 

"4.     Enlist  each  member  in  Bible  study. 

"5.     Plan,  promote  and  provide  a  Vacation 
Bible  School  each  year  reaching  each  prospect. 

"6.     Enlist  each  member  in  missionary  stud- 
ies and  give  each  member  an  opportunity  to  con- 
tribute to  missionary  causes. 

"7.     Maintain  a  departmentalized  Sunday 
school . 

"8.     Engage  in  a  Sunday  School  Enlargement 
Campaign  as   soon  as  additional  space  is  available. 
"II.     Some  Goals  for  Developing  Our  Worship. 

"1.     Encourage  each  home  to  establish  a 
family  altar. 

"2.     Encourage  each  member  to  participate 
in  worship. 

"3.     Observe  special  days. 

"4.     Minister  to  shut-ins  through  the  Ex- 
tension Department,   taking  the  recorded  worship 
service  to  each  shut-in  at  least  once  each  month. 
"III.     Some  Goals  for  the  Pastoral  Ministry. 

"1.     Pastor  given  one  week  each  year  for 
study  and  refresher  courses. 

"2.     Pastor  given  two  weeks  for  vacation. 

"3.     Pastor  allowed  to  participate  in  at 
least  two  revivals  per  year. 

"4.     Pastor    shall  plan,  promote  and  lead 
in  a  vital  visitation  program  with  the  purpose 
of  winning  the  lost  to  Christ  and  enlisting  the 
unenlisted  in  worship  and  service. 

"5.     The  pastor  shall  participate  in  Associ- 
ational,   State  and  South-wide  denominational 
activities . 

"6.     The  pastor  shall  counsel  with  each 
couple  who  proposes  to  be  married  at  the  hands 
of  this  church. 

"IV.     Some  Evangelistic  Goals. 

"1.     Keep  the  survey  up  to  date. 

"2.     Conduct  a  perennial  program  of  visit- 
ation:    a.     Soul-winning     b.  Enlistment. 
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"3.     One  revival  meeting  each  year. 

"4.  Each  year  baptize  ten  per  cent  of  all 
unsaved  prospects. 

"5.     Participate  in  simultaneous  efforts. 

"6.  An  annual  pastor's  class  for  new  con- 
verts . 

"7.     A  week-end  youth  revival  each  year. 
'V.     Some  Goals  for  Developing  Our  Stewardship. 

"1.     Emphasize  tithing  as  a  minimum  stan- 
dard of  Christian  giving. 

"2.     Increase  total  contributions  ten  per 
cent  each  year. 

"3.     Promote  special  missions  objectives, 
encouraging  each  member  to  contribute. 
"VI.     Fellowship  Goals 

"1.     A  social  committee  elected  by  the 
church  to  plan  and  coordinate  social  activities. 

"2.     Encourage  each  organization  to  provide 
regular  periods  for  fellowship 
'VII. Some  Goals  for  Education  and  Training. 

"1.  Maintain  a  Standard  Sunday  School, 
increasing  the  enrollment  five  per  cent  each 
year . 

"2.     A  Standard  Training  Union  in  1962,  in- 
creasing the  enrollment  ten  per  cent  each  year. 

"3.     Approved  workers  in  the  Sunday  School: 
five  per  cent  in  1962,   ten  per  cent  in  1963, 
fifteen  per  cent  in  1964,  twenty  five  per  cent 
in  1965,   fifty  per  cent  in  1966. 

"4.     Maintain  monthly  officers'  meetings. 

"5.  Three  per  cent  of  members  attend  sum- 
mer camp  or  assembly. 

"6.     A  Church  Music  School  in  1962. 

"7.     One  study  course  each  year  for  each 
organizati  on . 

"VIII.     Some  Goals  for  Missionary  Outreach. 

"1.     Ten  per  cent  annual  increase  in  Cooper- 
ative giving. 

"2.     Thirteen  per  cent  annual  increase  in 
Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering. 

"3.   Emphasize  world  missions  needs  and  pray 
that  God  will  call  out  the  called. 

"4.     Offer  encouragement  and  help  to  those 
who  have  dedicated  themselves  to  full  time 
Christian  service. 

"5.     Elect  a  missions  committee. 
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"IX.     Some  Goals  for  Building,   Equipment  and 
Grounds . 

"1.     Clean  and  landscape  grove  beside  the 
church  in  1961. 

"2.     Remove  old  utility  shed  and  build  a 
new  one  in  1961. 


"3 

in  1961 
"4 
"5 
"6 


Plant  trees  in  grove  in  front  of  church 


Lime  lawn  and  cemetery  in  1961. 
Erect  an  educational  building  in  1962. 
Erect  a  church  sign  on  U.   S.  Highway 
29-70  in  1963. 

"7.     Provide  a  parking  lot  in  1964 

Cement  walkways  in  1966. 
"9.     Provide  adequate  equipment  for  each 
department . 

"X.     Some  Goals  for  Community  Service. 

"1.     Recognize  outstanding  achievements. 

"2.     Plan  a  community  calendar  of  activities. 

"3.     Continue  to  participate  in  community- 
wide  Easter  sunrise  service. 

"Conclusion.     It  will  take  faith  and  work 
to  accomplish  these  goals.     However,   if  we  will 
work  under  the  leadership  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and 
in  cooperation  with  each  other,  we  can  accomplish 
these  and  greater  things  for  Christ  in  our  church 
and  community . " 

For  the  first  time  in  its  long  history 
Jersey  Baptist  Church  was  working  with  clearly 
defined  long-range  goals  for  its  own  development 
and  for  its  world  outreach.     But  it  was  still 
made  up  of  human  beings,   saints  and  sinners 
saved  by  God's  grace  and  striving  to  become  more 
like  their  Master. 

By  December  the  congregation  was  evenly 
divided  in  opinion  about  providing  a  new  well 
which  would  furnish  a  more  adequate  supply  of 
water  at  the  pastor's  home.     The  Board  of  Deacons 
and  the  trustees   "presented  a  recommendation 
that  the  trustees  be  instructed  to  have  a  new 
well  bored  at  the  parsonage."     Following  lengthy 
discussion  a  vote  was  taken  and  twenty  persons 
favored  the  recommendation,  while  twenty  others 
opposed  it.     Then  a  motion  was  made  that  "  a 
well  to  supply  necessary  water  be  provided." 
The  motion  passed.     Another  motion  was  passed 
instructing  the  trustees  "to  consult  with  A.  W. 
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Jacobs,  well  digger,   and  proceed  to  either  bore 
or  drill  a  well,  whichever  they  deem  advisable." 
That  Sunday  night  the  Lord  sent  a  heavy  down- 
pour of  rain,   and  consequently  there  was  no  need 
for  a  new  well. 

In  February,   1962,   Jersey  Church  decided 
to  participate  with  Cotton  Grove  and  Linwood 
Methodist  Churches  in  Easter  services  at  sunrise. 
Bobby  Lyon  who  had  dedicated  himself  for  full- 
time  Christian  service,  was  granted  license  to 
preach.     He  began  college  work  as  a  ministerial 
student . 

The  church  decided   "to  purhase  robes  for 
the  adult  choir."    Interest  ran  high.     At  a 
special  conference  on  March  25  the  chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Deacons  advised  that  "since  the 
last  conference  a  donor  had  advised  that  material 
had  been  purchased  for  robes  for  the  Adult  and 
Youth  Choirs  and  that  $50.00  toward  tailoring 
of  these  robes  would  be  given."     Money  had  al- 
ready been  contributed  by  members  of  the  church, 
so  the  deacons  "recommended  that  this  material 
and  the  $50.00  toward  tailoring  thereof  be 
accepted,   and  the  offering  taken  be  added  to 
the  cost  of  tailoring."     The  recommendation  was 
adopted.     A  special  committee  was  elected  and 
authorized  to  handle  the  matter:     David  Smith, 
Mrs.  C.   A.   Smith,  Mrs.   Otis  Hill  and  the  donor 
and  his  wife   (Mr.   and  Mrs.   0.   K.  Sharpe.) 

The  guest  preacher  for  a  revival  meeting 
was  Rev.   Fred  Duckett  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church  in  South  Hill,  Virginia.     David  Smith 
reported  to  the  church  that  material  had  been 
taken  to  a  tailor  in  Winston  Salem  for  sample 
choir  robes  to  be  made.     The  price  would  be 
$3.50  per  robe  for  the  Youth  Choir  and  $4.50 
each  for  Adult  Choir  robes. 

New  books  were  added  to  the  church  library. 
Church  Librarian,  Miss  Helen  Tate,   reported  in 
May  that  books  had  been  donated  by  the  Sharpe 
family  and  that  Mr.   and  Mrs.   Leroy  Lemley  and 
Christine  had  given  books  in  memory  of  Junior 
Lemley.     By  a  standing  vote  the  church  extended 
thanks  to  both  families,  then  instructed  the 
clerk  to  send  appropriate  letters  of  appreciation. 

In  July  the  church  decided  to  increase  the 
number  of  deacons  from  eight  to  twelve,  "this 
being  a  necessity  due  to  the  increase  in  church 
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membership,   the  size  of  our  church  community 
and  for  the  benefit  of  our  church."     Mr.  and 
Mrs.   R.   L.   Palmer  donated  four  books  to  the 
library  in  honor  of  the  young  people  of  the 
church.     The  church  expressed  appreciation. 

The  following  month  provision  was  made  to 
employ  a  custodian  to  take  care  of  the  buildings 
and  grounds,   "the  present  sexton  and  grounds 
keeper  to  continue  until  a  custodian  is  secured." 
The  church  elected  the  following  deacons,  each 
to  serve  the  number  of  years  indicated:  Robert 
Cook,   four  years;   Frank  Smith,   four  years; 
Charles  Penninger,   four  years;  Ralph  Poole, 
three  years;  Bryan  Trexler,   two  years;   and  John 
Penninger,   Jr.,   one  year. 

The  church  adopted  a  new  plan  for  use  of 
its  cemetery.     The  trustees  were  instructed  "to 
have  the  cemetery  surveyed  and  that  each  non- 
member  of  Jersey  Church  be  charged  $50.00  for 
an  individual  plot  and  each  member  of  the  church 
be  charged  $25.00  per  plot." 

Roy  J.   Smith  offered  his  resignation  as 
pastor  on  Sunday,   August  19,   1962.     He  had 
known  how  to  lead  his  people  to  take  an  object- 
ive look  at  their  church,   survey  their  church 
community,   study  their  possibilities,  then 
undertake  an  orderly  plan  of  work  for  the  future. 
Some  people  expressed  the  thought  that  they 
would  be  lost  without  his  leadership.  There 
was  a  general  feeling,  however  that  the  Lord 
needed  Roy  J.   Smith  for  a  special  ministry  in 
Seminary  extension  studies  for  ministers  and 
laymen  in  the  mountains,   and  that  God  would  lead 
Jersey  Church  to  another  good  pastor. 

The  church  named  a  committee  to  present  a 
constitution  and  by-laws:     Mrs.  Robert  Cook, 
chairman,  Mrs.   David  Smith,  Harold  Tate,  John 
Coppley  and  Mrs.   Robert  Knapp.     R.   A.  Tate 
resigned  as  trustee.   The  church  elected  a  pulpit 
committee:     Paul  Walser,  Mrs.  Robert  Cook,  Harold 
Tate,  Mrs.  Robert  Knapp  and  Charles  Penninger. 

H.  Banks  Sharpe  resigned  as  trustee  and 
caretaker  of  the  church  grounds. 

On  September  16,   1962,  the  church  adopted 
a  constitution  and  by-laws,   copies  of  which  had 
been  distributed  in  advance  so  that  the  people 
could  study  them.     In  the  two  hundred  and 
seventh  year  of  its  life  Jersey  Church  adopted 
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a  set  of  rules  to  govern  its  activities.  The 
preamble  reads  as  follows: 

"For  the  purpose  of  preserving  and  making 
secure  the  principles  of  our  faith,   and  to  the 
end  that  this  church  be  governed  in  an  orderly 
manner,   consistent  with  the  accepted  tenets  of 
our  Baptist  denomination,   and  for  the  purpose 
of  preserving  the  liberties  inherent  in  each 
individual  member  of  the  church  and  the  free- 
dom of  action  of  this  church  with  respect  to 
its  relation  to  other  churches  of  the  same  faith, 
we  do  declare  and  establish  this  constitution 
and  by-laws,  rules  of  order,   covenant  and  New 
Hampshire  articles  of  faith  for  the  government 
of  the  Jersey  Baptist  Church,  this  sixteenth  day 
of  September,   one  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
s  ixty-two . " 

The  fifteen  articles  of  the  constitution 
explain  the  policy  of  the  church  concerning: 
Name,   purpose,   membership,   church  officers, 
election  and  terms  of  office,  duties  of 
officers,   employees,  meetings,  committees, 
duties  of  committees,   rules  of  order,  the 
license  and  ordination  of  ministers,  affiliation 
with  associations  and  conventions,  cemetery, 
amendments  and  alterations,   promotion  and  adop- 
tion of  the  constitution.     Addendum  Number  One 
states  the  church  covenant.     Addendum  Number  Two 
identifies  the  articles  of  faith. 

Trustees  were  elected,   each  to  serve  as 
indicated:     C.   A.   Smith,   three  years;   D.  R. 
Smith,   two  years;   John  N.   Penninger,  Jr., 
one  year.     The  newly  elected  trustees  were 
given  their  first  instructions  to  do  something: 
repair  a  leak  which  had  been  discovered  in  the 
parsonage  roof. 

Two  new  committees  which  had  been  provided 
for  in  the  constitution  were  elected.  Members 
of  a  Recreation  Committee  were:     Ralph  Poole, 
Robert  Coppley  and  Mrs.   Otis  Hill.     A  Publicity 
Committee  consisted  of  Mrs.  Robert  Cook,  Miss 
Helen  Tate  and  Mrs.  Gene  Fritts. 

Mrs.  Betty  Sue  Harmon  Marshall  was  received 
into  the  membership  by  letter.     Letters  of  dis- 
missal were  granted  for  Mr.   and  Mrs.   Percy  Trex- 
ler  and  Rodney  Trexler  to  join  Beulah  United 
Church  of  Christ;  H.   F.   Baney  to  join  the  First 
Baptist  Church  in  Lexington;  Mrs.   Betty  Jean 
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Coppley  Thomason  to  join  Erlanger  Baptist  Church; 
Arnold  Owens  to  join  Stoners  Grove  Baptist 
Church;  Teresa  Hilton  to  join  Center  Hill  Baptist 
Church;   and  Rev.   and  Mrs.  Roy  J.   Smith  to  join 
the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Sylva. 

The  following  persons  were  received  by  bap- 
tism in  1962:     Richard  Wallace,   Steve  Cook, 
Bonnie  Watson,  Daisy  Watson,  Herman  Carter, 
Brice  Wrenn,  Gary  Lookabill,   Jerry  Hill,  Wayne 
Tate,  Eddie  Motsinger,  Mrs.  Brenda  Smith,  Vir- 
ginia Barnes  and  Teresa  Hilton. 

In  December  the  church  extended  a  call  to 
Rev.  Don  Hill.     He  declined  to  accept  the  call. 
The  committee  continued  its  search.     In  February, 
1963,   a  call  was  extended  to  Rev.  William  C. 
Adams,   at  that  time  pastor  of  Atlantic  Baptist 
Church,   Atlantic,  North  Carolina.     The  vote  was 
unanimous  in  favor  of  extending  the  call. 

Madison  Foltz  and  Mrs.   Alice  Foltz  were 
granted  letters  to  join  Reedy  Creek  Baptist 
Church,   the  letter  to  "state  that  Madison  was 
serving  as  a  deacon  in  Jersey  Baptist  Church." 
Mrs.  R.   L.  Palmer  reported  that  the  Extension 
Department  of  the  Sunday  school  was  conducting 
worship  services  each  week  at  the  DeBettencourt 
Rest  Home.     The  people  were  given  an  opportunity 
to  share  in  a  special  love  offering  for  Alice 
Hedrick . 

The  church  suspended  provision  of  Section  2, 
Article  5  of  the  constitution  and  elected  Paul 
Walser  a  deacon  to  replace  Madison  Foltz.  On 
March  24,  Rev.  William  C.   Adams  assumed  responsi- 
bilities as  pastor,   and  he  and  Mrs.   Adams  were 
received  into  the  membership  of  Jersey  Church 
by  letter.     The  church  requested  the  new  pastor 
to  preach  in  a  revival  meeting  from  April  21 
through  28.     Several  members  of  the  church 
attended  graduation  exercises  at  Southeastern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  on  May  3  when  their 
pastor  was  awarded  the  Bachelor  of  Divinity 
Degree . 

On  May  5,  five  persons  were  baptized:  Joyce 
Hicks,  Johnny  Barnes,  Franklin  Lyon,  Jakie  Koonts 
and  Lois  Koonts.     Letters  of  dismissal  were 
granted  for  Brice  Wrenn  and  Helen  Dunning  Wrenn. 
C.   A.  Smith  was  employed  as  custodian  "of  the 
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church  to  keep  buildings  and  grounds  in  order 
for  the  remainder  of  the  church  year  and  until 
someone  else  is  secured." 

In  June,   1963,   thirty  one  members  of  Jersey 
Baptist  Church  served  on  the  faculty  of  its 
annual  Vacation  Bible  School.     The  School  was 
conducted  for  a  period  of  five  days,  beginning 
June  3.     Enrollment  was  as  follows,  by  depart- 
ments:    Nursery  (0-1-2  years  old),  10;  Nursery 
(3  years  old),   16;  Beginner,  2b;  Primary,  40; 
Junior,   36;  and  Intermediate,   24.     There  were 
five  general  officers,  Mrs.  Frank  Smith  being 
Principal.     The  total  enrollment  was  160  and 
the  average  attendance  was  145.     The  faculty 
members  and  pupils  contributed  $32.53  for 
missions.     Curtis  Fletcher  made  a  decision 
for  Christ  during  Vacation  Bible  School.  The 
following  Sunday  he  made  a  public  profession 
of  faith  and  was  received  by  the  church  as  a 
candidate  for  baptism.     At  the  conclusion  of 
the  Vacation  Bible  School  that  year  everyone 
who  was  familiar  with  Jersey  Church  could  under- 
stand its  prospects  for  growth  in  the  years 
ahead.     The  largest  age  group  in  attendance  con- 
sisted of  children  from  five  through  eight  years 
old. 

The  chairman  of  the  Nominating  Committee 
recommended  "that  a  part-time  music  director 
be  employed;  that  the  church  elect  a  committee 
to  earnestly  seek  the  leadership  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  securing  the  person  to  be  recommended 
to  the  church  for  this  position;   and  that  the 
respective  nominees  as  song  leaders  serve  until 
such  a  director  can  be  secured."     The  church 
accepted  the  recommendation  and  elected  the 
following  committee:     Harold  Tate,  chairman, 
Mrs.   C.   A.   Smith  and  David  Smith. 

The  number  of  deacons  being  increased  from 
eight  to  twelve,  three  persons  were  elected  for 
a  four  year  term  of  service:     Ulus  Hunt,  Delos 
Lyon  and  Gene  Fritts.     Brian  Bradley  was  accepted 
as  a  candidate  for  baptism  and  then  full  member- 
ship.    A  week  later,   on  September  8,  Don  Leonard 
was  accepted  on  the  same  terms. 

John  Penninger,  Jr.,   chairman  of  the  Build- 
ing Committee  reported  that  as  a  result  of 
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several  meetings   "it  was  deemed  advisable  that 
a  joint  committee  of  the  deacons,  Planning  Com- 
mittee and  Building  Committee  be  held  on  Friday, 
September  13,  at  7:00  o'clock  in  the  evening  to 
discuss  the  building  program." 

In  October  a  Pastor-led  Sunday  School  En- 
largement Campaign  was  conducted.     The  pastor 
requested  that  Robert  Cook,   General  Sunday 
School  Superintendent,   review  the  study  which 
was  made  and  that  he  recommend  changes  which 
would  be  helpful.     The  following  recommendations 
were  submitted  to  become  effective  November  1, 
1963: 

1.  Changes  in  Departments:   "a.     Divide  the 
present  Primary  Department  into  two  departments, 
one  department  for  six  year  olds  and  one  depart- 
ment for  seven  and  eight  year  olds.     b.  Divide 
the  present  Junior-Intermediate  Department, 
making  one  department  for  Juniors  and  one  depart- 
ment for  Intermediates.     c.     Organize  a  new 
department  for  single  young  people,  seventeen 
through  twenty-four  years  of  age." 

2.  Changes  in  Classes:     "a.     Divide  present 
Junior  Boys'   class  into  two  classes,   one  for  boys 
nine  and  ten,   another  for  boys  eleven  and  twelve 
years  of  age.     b.     Divide  the  two  classes  for 
women  thirty-five  and  up  into  three  classes  with 
age  groups  being  set:     thirty-six  through  fifty, 
fifty-one  through  sixty  and  sixty-one  years  of 
age  and  up.     c.     Divide  the  three  classes  for 
adult  men  into  four  classes  with  age  groups 
being  set:  married  through  thirty-five,  thirty- 
six  through  forty-four,   forty-five  through  fifty- 
four  and  fifty-five  years  of  age  and  up." 

3.  Changes  in  Space:     "a.     Use  classrooms 
now  occupied  by  Intermediate  girls  and  Junior 
boys  for  two  Primary  Departments.     b.  Use 
present  Primary  rooms  with  sliding  partitions 
for  Junior  assembly,  with  two  Junior  boys' 
classes  being  divided  with  partition  following 
assembly.     c.     Use  fellowship,   class  room  and 
office  with  double  doors  open  for  Intermediate 
assembly  and  using  temporary  partition  between 
Intermediate  girls ' clas ses .     d.     Use  present 
Junior-Intermediate  assembly  room  for  Young 
People's  Department  assembly  and  installing 
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curtain  division  for  class  room  sessions  of  two 
young  people's  classes.     e.     Use  present  Inter- 
mediate boys'   class  for  new  men's  class.     f.  Move 
women  thirty-five  through  fifty,  upstairs  to 
young  girls'   class  room.     g.     Use  present  Ruth 
class  room  for  women  fifty-one  through  sixty 
years  of  age.     h.     Use  back  corner  of  auditorium 
for  Ruth  class  with  movable  partitions  to  be 
used  during  class  sessions.     i.     Use  upstairs 
hallway  for  office." 

4.  Nominate  new  department  officers  and 
teachers  for  Intermediates  and  younger  age 
group  s . 

5.  Purchase  economical  partitions  suitable 
for  the  space. 

As  a  result  of  the  study  and  the  recommend- 
ations which  followed,  the  people  realized  that 
they  needed  a  new  building.     They  became  enthu- 
siastic for  a  new  building  program.     The  matter 
was  discussed  thoroughly  by  the  people. 

On  October  27  Henry  Thompson  "presented 
himself  for  membership  and  a  candidate  for  bap- 
tism,  coming  from  Reed's  Methodist  Church."  A 
week  later  Mr.   and  Mrs.   Gray  Koonts  "made  public 
profession  of  faith  and  presented  themselves  for 
baptism."     That  afternoon  and  night,  November  3, 
unusual  services  were  conducted  at  Jersey  Church. 
In  the  afternoon  candidates  from  Floyd  Baptist 
Church  and  Mountain  View  Baptist  Church  were 
baptized.     During  the  evening  worship  hour  the 
pastor  baptized  three  candidates  for  membership 
at  Jersey  Church.     Immediately  afterwards  the 
pastors  of  Stoners  Grove,  Holloways  and  Clear 
View  Baptist  Churches  baptized  candidates  from 
their  respective  churches.     The  baptistry  was 
used  by  five  churches  in  one  day. 

The  Library  Committee  distributed  copies 
of  a  written  report.     The  church  decided  to 
"join  the  Broadman  Book  Club,  using  funds  from 
the  treasury  of  the  church." 

On  November  10,   1963,  the  members  of 
Jersey  Church  were  ready  to  receive  a  report 
concerning  a  new  building.     John  Penninger,  Jr., 
presented  the  following  recommendations:  "The 
Building  Committee,  Planning  Committee  and 
deacons,   in  joint  meeting  and  after  careful 
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study,  feel  that  the  plans  adopted  by  the  church 
on  September  11,  1960,  are  the  plans  which  would 
best  meet  the  needs  of  this  church  and  therefore 
recommend  (1)  the  re-adoption  of  said  plans,  and 
(2)  that  the  Building  Committee  be  authorized 
to  employ  an  architect  to  prepare  working  draw- 
ings and  specifications  in  order  that  a  firm  bid 
on  this  building  can  be  secured,  and  that  neces- 
sary funds  be  provided  to  pay  said  architect." 

Mr.   Penninger  explained  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  Building  Committee  to  present 
an  architect  for  approval  by  the  church.  He 
recommended  that  the  matter  be  studied  for  one 
week  and  that  a  special  conference  be  held  on 
November  17,   at  which  time  the  church  would  be 
given  an  opportunity  to  vote.     Copies  of  the 
plans  for  a  new  building  would  be  posted  so  that 
any  member  could  study  for  himself. 

On  November  17  the  church  approved  the  re- 
commendations which  Mr.   Penninger  presented  the 
Sunday  before.     The  Building  Committee  began 
working  diligently  to  carry  out  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  church.     They  held  twelve  meetings, 
during  which  they  spent  more  than  twenty  hours 
in  discussion  and  prayer.     They  talked  with 
representatives   of  five  architectural  firms. 
They  made  three  out-of-town  trips  and  numerous 
long  distance  telephone  calls.     They  arranged 
for  Mr.   Jack  Bagwell,   Secretary  of  the  Church 
Planning  Department  of  the  Baptist  State  Con- 
vention of  North  Carolina  to  speak  to  the  con- 
gregation at  the  morning  worship  service,  Decem- 
ber 29,  1963. 

January  5,   1964,  Mr.   Roy  Kendrick  was 
present  for  church  service  and  conference  to 
represent  his  architectural  firm.     He  explained 
what  could  be  done  to  help  the  church  in  its 
building  program.     After  a  personal  word  by 
each  member  of  the  committee  who  was  present, 
the  church  unanimously  voted  to  secure  the 
architectural  services  of  Mr.   Kendrick's  firm 
in  Charlotte.     It  was  clearly  understood  that 
the  services  would  consist  of  the  drawing  of 
complete  working  plans  and  specifications  for 
a  new  building  and  for  partial  renovation  of  the 
building  which  was  in  use  at  that  time  and 
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supervision  of  construction.     It  was  agreed  that 
upon  completion  of  such  plans  the  Building  Com- 
mittee and  architect  would  notify  contractors 
and  receive  firm  bids  for  construction.  On 
January  10  the  trustees  signed  a  contract  with 
Mr.  Kendrick. 

Charles  Penninger,   chairman  of  the  Building 
Finance  Committee  recommended  a  plan  for  financ- 
ing the  building  program:     (a.)     Use  the  money 
in  hand  to  the  amount  of  $12,272.62.      (b.)  Try 
to  raise  another  $8,000.00  by  May  3,   1964.  (c.) 
Start  construction  as  soon  as  the  church  could 
accumulate  as  much  as  $20,000.00  in  its  building 
fund.     The  committee  sent  letters  to  all  members 
of  the  church  requesting  their  support.  Mrs. 
Charles  Bradley  was  elected  secretary  of  the 
committee . 

The  church  adopted  the  following  recom- 
mendations of  the  History  Committee. 

"After  many  long  and  tedious  hours  by  Dr. 
Garland  A.   Hendricks,   the  history  of  Jersey 
Baptist  Church  as  been  written  and  is  now 
ready  to  be  published. 

"We,  the  History  Committee,  bring  the 
following  recommendations  for  your  consider- 
ation: 

"1.     That  the  manuscript  be  typed  by  Miss 
Mary  Nell  Hall,   Secretary  to  Dr.  W.   R.  Wagoner, 
Mills  Home,  Thomasville,  N.   C,   and  that  she  be 
paid  $100.00  for  the  typing  up  to  two  hundred 
pages  and  50$  per  page  for  each  page  thereafter. 

"2.     That,  the  Charity  and  Children  of  Mills 
Home,   Thomasville,   print  the  book  according  to 
the  following  specifications: 

a.  Off  set  printing 

b.  Fifteen  per  cent  reduction  of  type 
(per  this  copy) 

c.  Ticonderoga  paper--Col onial  white  wove, 
70# 

d.  Cloth  bound 

e.  Price  approximately  $2300.00  for  1500 
copies . 

"3.     That  these  books  be  sold  at  a  price 
of  $2.50  per  copy  with  the  Chairman  of  the  His- 
tory Committee  responsible  for  dispersing  books 
and  receiving  money,   and  that  orders  for  books 
be  taken  in  advance. 
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"4.     That  150  books  be  donated  to  Dr.  Hen- 
dricks as  an  honorarium. 

"5.     That  a  book  be  donated  to  each  of  our 
North  Carolina  Baptist  Colleges,   to  the  six 
Southern  Baptist  Seminaries,   to  the  Historical 
Commission  and  for  Review. 

"6.  That  May  31,  1964,  be  set  aside  as 
'History  Day',  combining  this  with  our  Home- 
coming Day. 

"7.     That  the  following  committees  be  set 

up : 

Program :  Mrs.  Charlotte  Cook,  Chmn . ,  Paul 
Walser,   Mrs.   Ellen  Sharpe  and  Mrs.   Alice  Lanning. 

Publicity :  John  Penninger,  Jr.,  Chmn., 
Mrs.   Louise  Lookabill  and  Ralph  Poole. 

Arrangements :     Miss  Nan  Smith,  Chmn. 

Grounds:  Charlie  Smith,  Chmn. 

Building:     Mrs.   Charlie  Smith,  Chmn. 

Dinner  Table:     John  Sharpe,  Chmn. 

Register:     Miss  Becky  Coppley,  Chmn. 

Sale  of  Books :     Mrs.   Sara  Knapp,  Chmn.,  Miss 
Ruth  Swink,  Mrs.   Hazel  Fritts  and  Mrs.   Tula  Hill. 
HISTORY  COMMITTEE--Mrs .   Sara  Knapp,  Chmn.,  Miss 
Nan  Smith,   John  Penninger,   Jr.   and  Mrs.  Charlotte 
Cook.  n 

As  the  copy  for  this  book  goes  to  press  in 
1964  the  Jersey  Baptist  Church  is  enthusiastic 
about  its  future.     Its  1963  Lottie  Moon  Christ- 
mas Offering  for  Foreign  Missions  was  the  largest 
ever  contributed  in  the  two  hundred  and  nine 
years  at  Jersey,   amounting  to  $800.97.  Sunday 
School  attendance  was,   on  an  average,   above  two 
hundred  and  twenty-five  persons.     About  seventy- 
five  persons  were  attending  Training  Union  each 
week.     The  church  membership  was  three  hundred 
and  twenty-eight.     The  church  members  were 
deeply  concerned  about  their  spiritual  and  moral 
well-being.     Plans  were  carefully  laid  for  the 
spring  revival  in  1964,   a  cooperative  venture 
in  the  Jubilee  Simultaneous  Revivals  of  the 
Liberty  Baptist  Association. 

As  the  copy  of  this  manuscript  goes  to 
press,   Jersey  Baptist  Church  confronts  the 
future  in  faith.     The  saints  and  sinners  at 
Jersey  Settlement  continue  in  their  struggles 
against  sin.     They  serve  the  Lord. 
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Their  young  pastor  and  his  wife  and  two 
small  sons  live  in  a  modern  brick  pastor's  home. 
William  C.   Adams  is  a  scholarly  pastor  who  under- 
takes to  interpret  God's  Word  so  as  to  offer 
food  for  thought  and  inspiration  for  right 
living . 

At  no  time  has  the  devil  kept  silent  or 
inactive  at  Jersey  Settlement.     He  can  claim 
victory  after  victory.     But  he  has  not  been 
able  to  hold  the  initiative  for  any  long  period 
of  time.     Forces  dedicated  to  righteousness 
have  marched  forth  in  the  name  and  power  of  the 
Lord.     Progress  has  been  upward  along  a  zig-zag 
course,  never  an  even  or  steady  climb,   over  a 
long  period  of  time.     This  has  made  the  challenge 
greater,   the  victories  more  meaningful  and  the 
future  brighter  with  hope. 

The  saints  and  sinners  of  Jersey  Baptist 
Church  know  the  dangers  inherent  in  life.  They 
do  not  take  easy  victory  for  granted.  They 
know  that  the  future  is  full  of  barriers  and 
pitfalls.     They  believe  that  in  the  grace  and 
wisdom  of  the  Lord  they  will  continue  their 
uneven  march  into  a  fuller  realization  of  God. 
Theirs  is  a  sincere  quest  for  satisfaction  in 
God. 


THE  END. 
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